

2fiL Au 8us( 




h 

SM '«w£ 

! =swf 


^ ’ 
* fccia 3 * 


*&mtL ] 

M 8 WbTT ‘ 

; 

■ ! 
«r* :.- : 

&fcMk&fr* * ? 

1 a :'.*: J 

; . *. I 

K SHaari :*h- 
H*-^wFaM_ S L 
© Uftr.j '• 

fc* »vii J ■ 

.“f ti 

piir* 1 !*. .■ 

Jfet laiTkJ i.- •„.; . 

**c *?..■■»* * ,. .'. 

W » : isJ . i * . 


*aif^ 

‘J-sr*- -4 

*®04 

* “1 \t--iZA . 

■ rfar* *►•'.•. 

^lirt *.;• .:r- 

* »ir r-r* 
•JUftf »£.rr.; 

• * 

Id fe*.k- .* 


.>i 


magazine a ?; 
9jsestoTo- 
Cruiss 


reapwW- 


r 


ft J* > 

w. ■* hj N — 
vV'«nt >. •*■ w 

#* *. a :**■ - . 

-'.. j- 

mt »• *. -' 

•■•■»-..* V i- 
t 8?*r . .- 


• *5r r - - ■ • 

• ^ 

-4 *-»! i. ‘ 
a • ..».-■ 

■SShf ' '" 

-*r-. 


*?4T 

»>■ 

Jbtf '* ’Jr 
% ?**! * •' 
k**»‘ 


. .3 


was 

Saudi 

irt 

r ’i • - •* 


U --T.. 

Frer.crt - •• 
ce*s r^ :w ’ 
w^ais}* 


: -.D 


U.S. seeks clarification from Israel on settlements 
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S. Arabia joins chemical weapons ban 

THE HAGUE tAFP) — Saudi Arabia has ratified sin 
international convention banning the use of chemical 
weapons, the preparatory commission for the organisa- 
tion for the prohibition of chemical weapons said 
Wednesday. Saudi Arabia, which formal ly approved the 
ban last Friday, has become the 61st country to ratify the 
U.N. chemical weapons convention. which needs to be 
ratified by 65 countries to go into force. The convention, 
which bans the production, stockpiling, and use of poiso- 
nous gas and agents, was set up on January 13. 1993 in 
Paris and has so far been signed by 160 countries. The 
signatures are regarded as a token form of approval and 
the treaty will only come into effect ISO days after 65 
countries have formally sanctioned it. Once it comes into 
effect, so will the Organisation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons (OPCW). based in The Hague. 
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House defeats parliamentary proposal 
to renegotiate increase in bread prices 

Only 23 out of 52 deputies present vote for undercutting government decision to lift subsidies 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 


AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament on 
Wednesday failed to pass a 
motion undercutting the 
government's decision to 
almost double the prices of 
bread and remove subsidies 
us part of an economic 
restructuring programme. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim A1 Kabariti defended 
the new moves, which have 
been opposed by many 
members of Parliament and 
political parties. and 
promised to widen social 
security and health cover- 
age and fight poverty and 
unemployment despite an 
austerity programme. 

The increases in the 
prices of bread took effect 
on Tuesday after the gov- 
ernment decided to com- 
pensate every Jordanian 
through cash reimburse- 
ments under a scheme 
approved last week. 

Deputies in the SO-seat 
Lower House defeated pro- 
posals by a committee they 
formed last week to negoti- 
ate with the government 
prices of bread. 

Twenty-three of 52 
deputies present voted for 
the committee's recom- 
mendation of lower price 


rises. The resolution would 
not have been binding on 
the government even if 
passed since the decision to 
increase the prices of bread 
and modify the form of 
subsidy was iaken as an 
administrative move which 
falls within the prerogatives 
of the executive authority. 

Five deputies did not 
attend and 23. mainly the 
Islamic Action Front ( I AFi- 
led opposition, boycotted 
the session but failed to 
muster enough support to 
deny the meeting a quorum. 

The new bread prices — 
ISO fils and 220 fils per 
kilo, up from 85 fils and 
120 fils — took effect on 
Tuesday after the govern- 
ment announced the 
increases on Monday. 

The announcement came 
two days after the parlia- 
mentary committee and the 
prime minister failed to find 
common ground over the 
issue. 

Mr. Kabariti told Parlia- 
ment on Wednesday that 
the government “found that 
the only available Formula 
that can be app!ied...on a 
subject that has to be con- 
fronted sooner or later 
without dancing around it" 
(see separate story). 

Deputy Taher A1 Masri, a 
former prime minister, 
attacked the government for 


pre-empting the commit- 
tee's suggestions and urged 
it to reverse its decision. 

“...Or else, it (the House) 
should decide on constitu- 
tional measures against the 
government," he said 
before walking out. 

Several deputies said such 
measures included a vote of 
confidence in the govern- 
ment when the regular ses- 
sion convenes in Novem- 
ber. 

Higher world commodity 
prices — primarily for 
wheat — have so far 
helped create a JD 150 mil- 
lion deficit in the JD 1.8 
billion 1996 budget, threat- 
ening to sabotage a three- 
year reform programme 
begun this year under the 
supervision of the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). 

In principle, the removal 
of subsidies is part of the 
reform programme. As 
such, the government has 
explained that the move 
could not be averted or 
postponed but that its cash 
compensation for every Jor- 
danian should make up for 
the direct impact of the 
increase in prices on the 
poor. 

Essentially, every Jordan- 
ian is entitled to receive the 
compensation. Excluded 
from the cash reimburse- 


ment are the nearly 400,000 
foreign workers in the 
country and tourists. More 
than one million tourists 
came to Jordan in 1995, 
with an increased number 
expected this year. 

In Wednesday's session, 
the House discussed sever- 
al options co counter the 
total removal of subsidies. 

The compromise motion, 
drawn up by the five-mem- 
ber parliamentary commit- 
tee but rejected by the gov- 
ernment on Saturday, pro- 
vided for increasing the 
price of bread from 85 fils 
to ISO fils per kilogramme 
while compensating each 
Jordanian by JD 1.28 a 
month. 

But the government 
argued that this proposal 
would have cost the trea- 
sury JD 1 14 million, which 
would actually exceed the 
current subsidies of JD 95 
million. 

Officials say curbing food 
subsidies is necessary 
before broader free market 
reforms, put off by govern- 
ments since Jordan began 
IMF-directed stabilisation 
reforms after an economic 
crisis in 1989. 

Since the price hike went 
into effect on Tuesday, no 
unusual incidents have 
been reported in Jordan. 


Settlement expansion clouds 
resumed Israel-PNA talks 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
I AFP) — Israelis and Pal- 
estinians resumed negotia- 
tions Wednesday after a 
six-month break, but the 
talks were overshadowed 
by Palestinian anger over 
the expansion of Jewish set- 
tler activity, participants 
said. 

The meeting, the first for- 
mal negotiations between 
the two sides since a wave 
of suicide bombings by 
militants rocked Israel in 
February', was to have 
focused on technical issues 
concerning coordination of 
civilian activities in the 
occupied territories. 

But Palestinian negotia- 
tors said they had more 
pressing issues to address. 

"We submined a protest 
over the Israeli govern- 
ment’s decision to lift 
restrictions on settlement 
growth," said Jamil Tarifi, 
the official in charge ot 
civilian affairs for the 
Palestinian National 
Authority' (PNA). 

“We explained to the 
Israelis that our people are 
boiling over this." he said. 
"Israel wants peace with 
security, but they have to 
understand that there will 
not be peace with settle- 
ments." 

Hassan Asfour. head of 
the PNA negotiations 
department said settlement 
growth was "a very serious 
threat to the peace process 
and an insult to Palestinian 
national dignity.” 

“All other topics on the 
aaenda were put off until 
the next meeting,” he said. 

The Palesunian-Israeli 
civilian committee con- 
vened in a hold * n 
Jerusalem for its first ses- 
sion since Feb. 14. Israel 
broke off the meetings after 
suicide bombers killed 59 
people in attacks in late 
February and early March. 


After his defeat of Labour 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres in Israel’s May 29 
election. Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
pledged to continue the 
peace process with the 
Palestinians while standing 
firm in his opposition to 
relinquishing occupied 
Arab land. 

Mr. Neranyahu sent For- 
eign Minister David Levy 
to" meet Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat in Gaza 
on July 23 and the prime 
minister's aide. Dore Gold, 
has been in frequent contact 
with PNA officials. 

Israeli delegation head 
Oren Shahor said the nego- 
tiators would discuss a 
wide range of matters 
including what he 
described as Palestinian 
“violations" of the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation (PLO) peace deals. 

Israel has accused the 
Palestinians of carry ing out 
in Israeli-annexed East 
Jerusalem political activity 
which it said should be lim- 
ited to self-rule areas of the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Palestinians charge that 
Israel has violated the 
peace deals by failing to 
redeploy its army in the 
West Bank town of Hebron 
on schedule last March. 

In a move that angered 
the Palestinians, the Israeli 
Government last month lift- 
ed a freeze on settlement 
building in the West Bank 
and Gaza imposed by the 
previous administration but 
did not issue any blueprint 
for construction. 

Drawing more Palestinian 
condemnation'' Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mo- 
rdechai approved this week 
the placing of 298 mobile 
homes in" settlements for 
use as classrooms and stu- 
dent housing. 

“What they are doing on 


the ground is insulting for 
us." Mr. Asfour told re- 
porters. 

A defence ministry 
spokesman said on Tuesday 
that Mr. Mordechai would 
soon present his plan for 
redeploying Israeli forces 
in Hebron to Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

Israel Radio said the pro- 
posal would allow Israeli 
soldiers to enter Arab 
neighbourhoods which the 
existing agreement with the 
PLO placed under the sole 
responsibility of PNA 
police. 

Under Mr. Mordechai ’s 
plan Israeli soldiers would 
link together heavily forti- 
fied clusters of Jewish set- 
tlement in the city’s heart. 
The previous plan left the 
settlements isolated islands 
under Palestinian control, 
the radio said. Palestinians 
see an Israeli troop rede- 
ployment in Hebron — the 
last major Palestinian West 
Bank city yet to be handed 
over by Israel to self-rule 
— as a litmus test for Mr. 
Netanyahu’s commitment 
ro the peace process. 

A series of further meet- 
ings are scheduled, officials 
said. Mr. Shahor and Mr. 
Tarifi were scheduled to 
meet again Thursday in the 
Gaza Strip to discuss the 
final obstacles preventing 
the opening of the first 
Palestinian airport at 
Rafah, in the southern Gaza 
Strip. 

Mr. Tarifi said he and Mr. 
Shahor would also visit the 
King Hussein Bridge from 
the West Bank to Jordan 
and the Rafah crossing into 
Egypt next week. The PNA 
has complained that dra- 
conian Israeli security 
checks at the crossings are 
choking off trade into the 
Palestinian territories. 

( Continued on page 3) 


Opposition 
says six 
confess to 
Dhahran 
bombing 

DUBAI (AP) — A Saudi 
opposition group claimed 
Wednesday that six mili- 
tants have been arrested 
and have confessed to the 
truck bombing that killed 
19 U.S. . airmen in eastern 
Saudi Arabia. 

Neither Saudi nor U.S. 
officials have announced 
any arrests in the June 25 
attack on a U.S. military 
housing complex near 
Dhahran, and the claims by 
the Movement for Islamic 
Reform in Arabia, a Lon- 
don-based group, could not 
be independently con- 
firmed. 

Saad A1 Fagih, head of 
the opposition movement, 
said by telephone from 
London that the suspects 
were being held in a prison 
in Jubail, a port city 75 
kilometres northwest of 
Dhahran. 

Mr. Fagih cited unidenti- 
fied Saudi security and 
Interior Ministry sources as 
saying most of the suspects 
were from the Dhahran 
suburb ofThugba. 

In Saudi Arabia, U.S. 
embassy and Saudi offi- 
cials refused to comment 
Wednesday on the claim. 

Mr. Fagih said most of 
the suspects were trained in 
Afghanistan, where mili- 
tants fought with Afghan 
rebels to overthrow a Sovi- 
et-allied regime. Many of 
the so-called "Arab Afg- 
hans” have returned to 
their homelands with ambi- 
tions of toppling their own 
governments. 

Mr. Fagih claimed “hun- 
dreds" of people in Saudi 

(Continued on page 3) 


Kabariti assails opposition boycott, 
reaffirms resolve to push reforms 


By Tareq AI Momani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
on Wednesday levelled 
unprecedented criticism at 
the Islamic Action Front 
(1AF)-Ied opposition in the 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment. describing a 23- 
member group's boycott of 
Parliament sessions as a 
form of corruption. 

The 23-member group 
maintained the boycott in 
protest against the increase 
in the price of bread and 
demanded that the govern- 
ment resign. 

Addressing the 52 
deputies present at the ses- 
sion, Mr. Kabariti said: 
“My government will deal 
directly and openly with all 
forms of corruption in 
deeds rather than words." 

“I consider alJ forms of 
luxury life as corruption. So 
are all forms of lavish 
spending, failure to cany 
out duty, condoning of 
smug glin g and making 
illegal gains as well as 
attempts at political outbid- 
ding in matters connected 
with national interest,” he 
said. 

“The government realises 
that its popularity is 
achieved by honest people 
who realise the facts and 
confront them with honour 
transcending the petty mat- 
ters which can solve no 
problems which our coun- 
try faces at the moment,” 
said Mr. Kabariti . 

“The government is 
working hard on addressing 
all issues related to national 
economy and is keen to 
avert any dangers that 
might result from further 
procrastination and hesita- 
tion,” he said. “The govern- 
ment has taken the recent 
measures to change the 
method of providing sub- 
sidy after being convinced 
that these measures would 
achieve the aspired objec- 
tives. These measures do 
not by any way reflect stub- 
bornness on the part of the 
government, which believes 
that these measures con- 
form to the requirements of 
its responsibilities and its 
leadership role ” 

Indirectly referring to the 
opposition group's boycott 
of Parliament sessions, he 
said “the government 
believes in Shura (consulta- 



A scene from Wednesday’s session of the Lower House of Parliament (Jordan Times 
photo) 


lions) in essence rather than 
in picture.” 

Other deputies referred to 
the 1AF party members of 
Parliament as “television 
action front deputies" in a 
reference to their demands 
that their speeches in the 
House be carried in full on 
state television. 

In reply, the group that 
boycotted the session 
described the prime minis- 
ter’s remarks as “irrespon- 
sible statements” (see sepa- 
rate story). 

On Monday the govern- 
ment announced the new 
bread prices which took 
effort on Tuesday. 

Parliament supported the 
government’s plan for 
changing the form of the 
subsidy for food and voted 
down recommendations by 
a special parliamentary 
committee to draft the 
deputies' proposals and 
present an alternative to the 
government's plan. Only 23 
deputies voted in support of 
the committee's proposal 
out of 52 members present. 

“The House has voted 
against its own decision 
because it was the House 
itself that formed the com- 
mittee to submit the pro- 
posals.” said an observer. 

The voting was consid- 
ered as a victory for the 
government's decision on 
die subsidy question. 

“It was the Islamists who 
helped the government. If 
the group had attended the 


session they would have 
secured a vote in support of 
the committee's proposals 
but their boycott has abort- 
ed the committee’s endeav- 
our," said one deputy. 

The opposition had 
thought it would deprive 
the House of quorum but 
efforts made prior to the 
session secured quorum. 

Deputy and Former Prime 
Minister Taher AI Masri 
demanded that constitution- 
al measures be taken 
against the government, 
hinting that the government 
should face a no-confidence 
vote. 

"Because the government 
rejected the committee's 
proposals the House should 
express dismay and 
demand that the govern- 
ment rescind its decisions 
before the end of the cur- 
rent extraordinary session. 
Otherwise the’ House 
should decide on appropri- 
ate constitutional mea- 
sures," said Mr. Masri. 

But his motion was not 
successful. 

Mr. Kabariti praised the 
parliamentary committeee 
for its efforts and said it had 
acted with "responsibility 
and determination.” 

"With its decision the 
government aimes at recti- 
fying imbalances and to put 
an end to corruption and 
die smuggling of sheep 
which nre fattened in Jor- 
dan” iih subsidised fod- 
der). said Mr. Kabariti. 

"Jordan’s foreign debts 


cannot be addressed by slo- 
gans or wishes without 
practical steps that would 
gain us the confidence of 
the friendly nations that 
supported us honestly and 
honourably so that we can 
stand on our feet and 
become self-reliant. We are 
determined to deal with all 
economic, financial and 
social imbalances," he said. 

Criticising previous gov- 
ernments for ignoring the 
subsidy question, “which 
was dropped into my gov- 
ernment's lap.” Mr. Kabari- 
ti said the executive author- 
ity’s decisions “aim at deal- 
ing with the inevitable and 
confronting a challenge that 
we cannot ignore.” 

“These measures will be 
coupled with strict control 
over prices to prevent 
monopoly, greed and 
exploitation to which some 
merchants resort to make 
fortunes at the expense of 
the public” he said. 

“I believe in deeds rather 
than in words," he said, and 
recalled that Jordan was an 
importer of flower and 
apples only a few years ago 
whereas the Kingdom 
today exports both items. 

The prime minister 
pledged to expand the 
social security base, replace 
non-Jordanian workers 
with Jordanians, increase 
the number of beneficiaries 
of the National Aid Fund, 
rationalise spending and 
deal with poverty and 
unemployment. 


23-member boycott bloc demands government resignation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A bloc 
of 23 Islamist and other 
deputies, who on Wednes- 
day come under a scathing 
attack by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
called on the government to 
resign over its decision to 
lift subsidies for bread and 
fodder. 

Mr. Kabariti attacked the 
23 deputies for boycottimg 
the Lower House sessions 
and described their action 
as “corrupt." 

Referring to a controversy 
over Jordan Television’s 
failure to broadcast full 
speeches the deputies made 
during the House session 
last week and their demand 
that the speeches be broad- 
cast in full as a condition 
for their return to the 


House, Mr. Kabariti 
mocked the deputies by 
saying that “this has turned 
from real democracy' to 
photo democracy.” 

The 23, mostly Islamic 
Action Front flAF) 
deputies, retorted: "A gov- 
ernment that takes such 
vital decisions that affect 
peoples’'Iives, and a prime 
minister who behaves in 
this way ought to resign.” 
The deputies, in a state- 
ment issued after the ses- 
sion. lashed at the prime 
minister for “using improp- 
er language, issuing irre- 
sponsible statements and 
for losing his dignity" in 
addressing the deputies. 

“Is it Shura (consultation) 
that the prime minister 
raises the prices (of bread) 


in defiance of the will of the 
Parliament's majority and 
before hearing the conclu- 
sions of the parliamentary 
committee which he him- 
self voted in favour of 
forming?” 

The committee, which 
was formed last week 
chaired by Deputy Samir 
Hobashneh. met with the 
prime minister on Saturday 
but the two sides failed to 
agree on a compromise. 

The committee, which 
submitted its report to the 
House yesterday, offered 
two options for dealing 
with bread subsidy. 

It proposed that bread 
prices be raised to 130 fils a 
kilo and that only the poor, 
who receive aid from the 
National Aid Fund, be com- 


pensated at the rate of JD 
1.28 u month. 

A second option it pro- 
posed set the price of bread 
at 150 fils a kilo and sub- 
sidy for each Jordanian JD 
1 .2SU a month. 

Both options were turned 
down by the government, 
which said both schemes 
meant additional expendi- 
ture over the current sub- 
sidy. 

The government on Mon- 
day announced the prices 
of bread at benveen 180 
and 220 fils a kilo and 
decided to subsidise 
National Aid Fund benefi- 
ciaries with JD 2.08 a 
month each and the rest of 

Jordanians wuhJD1.2S0a 
month each. 





>-y 


2 Home & Miaoie Hast News 


Jordan Times, Thuisday-Friday, August 15-16, 1996 


Sport 


Yemen says Eritreans 
occupy Lesser Hanish; 
Asmara denies charge 


NAIROBI {Agencies) — 
Eritrea on Wednesday denied 
that its troops had occupied 
the Red Sea island of Lesser 
Hanish, as charged by Yemen. 

Kidane Woldeyesus. first 
secretary at the Eritrean 
embassy in Nairobi, said 
Sanaa's charge that Eritrean 
troops occupied the island in 
the disputed Hanish archipel- 
ago on Aug. 10 was “totally 
unfounded.” 

"There have been no troop 
movements at all — no firing, 
no shooting," he told AFP. 

“Nothing has changed" 
since a brief war between 
Yemen and Eritrea over the 
strategic islands in December, 
he said, adding diat "the 
Yemenis might have their 
own reasons for making such 
an allegation.” 

Yemen said late Tuesday 
Eritrean troops occupied 
Lesser Hanish at the southern 
entrance to the Red sea on 
Saturday in a new flare-up of 
a long-running dispute 
between the two countries 
over the Hanish archipelago. 

Yemeni Prime Minister 
Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani 
chaired a cabinet meeting on 
Tuesday to study a Defence 
Ministry report on the “Eritre- 
an military presence on Less- 
er Hanish since Aug. J0.“ an 
official said. 

A cabinet statement issued 
after the meeting said “the 
Eritrean military presence is a 
flagrant violation" of the 
accord signed between Sanaa 
and Asmara on May 2! in 
Paris” in a bid to resolve their 
long-running dispute over the 
hanish archipelago. 

“Tills violation of the prin- 
ciples of the accord are aimed 
at provoking tension in the 
Red Sea." it said. 

Eritrean troops seized one 


of the main islands in the 
chain. Greater Hanish- in 
December after a three-day 
battle with Yemeni forces. 
The two countries signed the 
French-brokered Paris accord 
in May to submit their dispute 
to international arbitration. 

Lesser Hanish, which is 
eight square kilometres, was 
totally deserted before Eritre- 
an troops landed on the island 
on Saturday, according to 
Yemeni sources. 

Sovereignty over the Han- 
ish islands, a Former Ottoman 
possession, has never been 
decided by international con- 
vention. 

Both Yemen and Eritrea 
claimed to have inherited the 
islands after the break-up of 
the Ottoman empire. 

The archipelago, which 
covers 200 square kilometres, 
controls access to the Bab Ai 
Man dab Straits at the south- 
ern entrance to the Red Sea 
which is criss-crossed by 
international shipping lanes. 

Yemen has stepped up its 
military presence on the 
biggest island in the ebain, 
Jabal Zogar. 

A French military delega- 
tion visited Yemen and 
Eritrea in May and June to 
check the two sides were 
respecting the May accord, 
under which they renounced 
the use of force and pledged 
to find a peaceful solution to 
their dispute. 

The accord also called for 
the creation of an 
Internationa] arbitration tri- 
bunal to rule on the dispute. 
The panel, which is to be cre- 
ated this year, will have four 
members appointed by Sanaa 
and Asmara who will then 
nominate a fifth person to 
chair iL 


Sharaa says North Africa 
mission was successful 


. RABAT tR) - Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk Al Sharaa 
met King Hassan in Rabat on 
Tuesday and said his North 
Africa tour was successful 
and that the Arab had a uni- 
fied position towards the 
Middle East peace process. 

Mr. Sharaa. who is touring 
North Africa with messages 
from Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad, held a private talks 
with King Hassan at the sea 
resort palace of Skhirat, 20 
kilometres south of Rabat, 
officials said 

“I delivered a letter to His 
Majesty King Hassan from 
President As«nd...I can say 
that my tour was successful 
and confirmed Arab point of 
view and unified position 
towards the Middle East 
peace process.” Mr. Sharaa 
told reporters before he flew 
from Rabat airport. 

Answering a question on 


Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
refusal to withdraw from the 
Golan Heights, Mr. Sharaa 
said. "Israel cannot ignore the 
unified Arab position which 
requests the return of all occu- 
pied territories by Israel 
including the Golan Heights 
to its owners." 

Prior to any peace settle- 
ment, Mr. Sharaa said, “Syria 
requests from Israel to leave 
and return all Arab territories 
to the last inch." 

Syria Iasi week rejected an 
offer by Mr. Netanyahu to 
seek agreement on a pull back 
from South Lebanon before a 
peace settlement with Syria. 

Under .Mr. Netanyahu's 
“Lebanon first” proposal 
Israel would, if its security 
conditions were met, with- 
draw from a 15-kilometre- 
wide South Lebanon buffer 
zone it occupies. 
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LEBANESE RESIDENTS WALK THROUGH THE STREETS OF BEIRUT: Lebanese residents walk through 
Beirut's main street Hamra, swamped with posters of candidates for next month's general elections. A group of 
young intellectuals and professionals worried about the state of democracy and public life in Lebanon has band- 
ed together in the Lebanese Association for the Democracy of Electrons (LADE) to campaign for real democra- 
cy in the polls (Reuters photo) 


Lebanon sinks in sea of candidates’ 
photo posters in election frenzy 


By Haitham Haddadm 

Reuter 


BEIRUT — It seems no 
one is smiling in Lebanon 
nowadays, except parlia- 
mentary candidates and 
printhouse owners dishing 
out tens of thousands of 
election posters swamping 
the country as its polls 
bazaar hits its stride. 

Outraged, Beirut resi- 
dents and the press say the 
candidates' posters that 
have sprung up across the 
capital are an added eye- 
sore in a city already lack- 
ing almost any civil plan- 
ning after a ferocious 16- 
■yearojjvii war. 

■ In vfcvery neighbourhood 
nicely/ dressed candidates- 
hoping ter get a seat in the- 
128-member house gaze 
down from posters put up 
on walls," electricity poles, 
bridges, traffic lights, road 
signs, monuments, trees 
and trash containers. 

The posters are so 
numerous that French 
singer Daniel Guichard — 
due to sing in Beirut in 
September as the polls are 
in progress — added the 
phrase “je ne suis pas can- 
didal U'm not a candi- 
date)" on his wall posters 
not to be mistaken for one. 

"Whoever moves around 
Beirut these days has to be 
armed .with special glasses 
to guard against the colour- 
ful mosaic bombarding his 
eyes everywhere." 

Beirut's Al Nahar daily 
said in an article on the 
posters, many of which are 


in tatters now. 

“The candidates’ posters 
have fired the bullet of 
mercy at any site of beauty 
we may find in Beirut,” it 
added. 

‘But for Lebanon's print- 
ing houses, many of which 
would have otherwise had 
a dismal summer, election 
season is a boon. 

“The talk of town is the 
elections. This is the sea- 
son and every one is rush- 
ing." Carl Kourani. whose 
printing house has 
switched from printing 
commercial to election 
posters, said. 

‘Tor some candidates 
we are printing 15,000 
posters every three 
days..JFor some even 
more” he told Reuters. 

Some 371 people, all but 
six of them men, have 
declared their candidacy so 
far and hundreds more are 
expected to do so com- 
pared with 500 who ran in 
1992. The five rounds of 
voting proceed on five 
consecutive Sundays start- 
ing Aug. 18. 

“There are printing hous- 
es that benefit in the elec- 
tions season...lt's not that 
their work has increased, 
they had no work to begin 
with in the summer when 
most people are on holi- 
day," Mr. Kjourani added. 

Demand for posters has 
risen in this elections as 
some Christians are run- 
ning or voting, unlike in 
1992 when most boycotted 
parliamentary polls in 
protest at the election law 


and the presence of 35,000 
Syrian troops in Lebanon. 

In sharp contrast to 1992. 
many Christian East Beirut 
areas, like Sassin Square, 
are now pan of the jungle 
of posters — where no 
holds are barred among the 
competitors. 

Candidates send “spe- 
cialists” to hang their 
posters on city walls at 
night. The next day some 
of the pictures would either 
have fallen from place, be 
turned upside down, or 
carry the scars of raids by 
rival supporters or frustrat- 
ed citizens. 

“What’s the use of these 
posters? They’re a mess 
and don't tell us a thing 
about the candidate or his 
platform. Are we to 'Vote 
for the way they look?” 
said Beirut resident Nadine 
at a beach club. 

Nearby, a big poster of 
Member of Parliament 
(MP) Adnan Traboulsi was 
hung on Beirut's famous 
70-raetre-high Pigeon rock 
rising out of the sea. 

Many of the poster-hang- 
ers move quickly and at 
night, mainly to escape the 
wrath of homeowners or 
shopkeepers who wake up 
every morning to dozens of 
new posters glued on their 
walls. 

On one Beirut wall, the 
shredded posrers of a can- 
didate in a smart suit stood 
next to those of a circus 
clown. Others compete for 
space with the posters of a 
scantly-dressed belly- 
dancer. 


Running out of space, 
one ingenious candidate 
even put small pictures of 
himself carrying the red- 
green- and- white Lebanese 
flag on watermelons in a 
pile at a makeshift Beirut 
shop. 

“We admit this phenome- 
non disfigured Beirut and 
the areas but it’s tempo- 
rary,” Municipalities Min- 
ister Hagop Demourijian 
acknowledged the posters 
made Beirut ugly and 
would be removed at the 
end of the polls. 

“If we remove the 
posters now they will 
accuse us that we are 
■ against democracy and free 
•competition, especially as 
many candidates consider 
that putting up their posters 
in the streets is the least 
costly way to attract people 
and win their votes.” 

Even billionaire Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri, who 
has spearheaded efforts 
since 1992 to undo the 
damage of the 1975-90 
civil war, jokingly admit- 
ted defeat against the 
posters. 

Asked what he thought 
of those who put up their 
posters, Mr. Hariri told 
reporters on Monday as he 
declared his candidacy: “If 
I give my honest opinion, I 
don’t think I will be able to 
put together an election 
list.” 

His posrers are the 
biggest and neatest in 
town. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALI 


PROGRAMME TWO 


15:05 Double Dragon 

15:30 —.The New Three Stooges 

15:35 N.B.A. Basketball 

16:35 Take Your Pick (Game 
Show i 

17:00 .Clique 

17:30 Show — Surprise Sur 
Prise 

19:00 - le Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Ushuain 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Carol and Company 

20:00 .Tnrutaia 

21:10 Star Trek — The Next 
Generation 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Future Film — "Dejdl.v 
Invasion” 

23:59 Comedy — Family 
Matters 


PRAYER TIMES 


(H:30 

Fair 



12:40 


16:20 ......... 

’Asr 

19:26 


2OJ0 

- *lsha 


Tel. 637-M0. 

De la Salk Church Tel. 66 1 757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 77133!. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Amman 

Aqaba — 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


23/36 

27/40 

20/40 

27/40 


WEATHER 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 36,Aqaba 36 Humidity 
readings: Amman 33 per cent, 
Aqaba 56 per cent 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Jamal Jbarah 84735 1 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakim 885446 

Dr. Arafat AJ Ashhab.. . .602506 
Dr. Ayman Al Mubtaseb 875748 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy >....77833 6 
Al Asema pharmacy — 637055 
Al Salam pharmacy .....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy —637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swtafieli. Tel. S 10740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of (he Annunciation 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment i if Meteorology. 

Under the effect a heat wave, 
expected to affect the Kingdom 
and last three days, temperatures 
are expected to be 3-5 degrees 
centigrade above average with 
winds northwesterly to north- 
easterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
to active and seas calm. 


IRBID: 

Dr. Marin Abu Bakir 276852 
Al Quds pharmacy (— J 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Ya'coub Al Khatib -989000 
Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


CnH Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621 1 11. 
637777 

Fme Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

TVaffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints -.605800 

Price Complaints 661 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints — 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7871 II 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television .773111 

Radio Jordan ..............77411 i 

Water Authority 6801 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

—636381 

RJ Flight Information OS- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti- Airport 08- 

53200 


Akileh Maternity, ....642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman .636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital —669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali .664 1 64/6 

Italian, Ai-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir — 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital -674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ...865 199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa GovL Hospital 


INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 
Gvfl Defence Department 
6611(1 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: » 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

KbaCdl Maternity. -.644281/6 


Zarqa 

(09)983323 

National Hospital 
.(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 
Al HDona Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 

(07)775555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

.. ..(07)777775 

lbn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
.(02)247 J 00 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Hay a Hospital 

- .403)314111 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:20 Sanaa (RJ) 

10:05 .-..Dhahraa. Riyadh (RJ) 

10:20 Beirut (RD 

10-JO New Delhi(RJ) 

l(fc35 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:45 Calcutta (add) (RJ) 

U:00 Colombo (RJ) 

17:20 Moscow (RJ) 

17:30 — London (RJ) 

17:35 Casablanca iRIj 

17:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

18:30 Kuala Lumpur (add) (RJ) 
19:00 — Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

19:15 Athens (RJi 

20:25 _.Abu Dhabi, Al 'Ain (RJ) 

20:25 Rome (RJ) 

-00:15 J-amaca (RJ) 


Other Flights 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 


06:30 —Tel Aviv (LY) 

13:40 Doha (GF) 

14:00 - Riyadh (SV) 

14:40 — Shariqoh t AH) 

20:35 — — -Cairo (MS) 


Gambia denies link to Mauritania drugs ^ 


BANJUL ( AFP ) — The Gambian government issued an 
official denial late Tuesday of allegations that almost 
seven tonnes of drags seized in Mauritania was destined 
for the Gambian Ministry of Agriculture. In a broadcast 
statement the Ministry of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources said it "disclaims any connection with the 
shipment of illegal drags which was tound on a vessel m 
a Mauritanian port.” The ministry ‘wishes to unequivo- 
cally dissociate itself from the said consignment, the 
statement said, expresssing “total condemnation or this 
abominable action." The 6.75 tonnes of drugs were found 
on Sunday in the port of Nouakchott aboard a Danish- 
flagged freighter which had arrived from Cambodia via 
Spain. Mauritanian authorities said the consignment was 
destined for the Gambian Ministry of Agriculture. The 
Gambian ministry said it had never ordered any goods 
from Cambodia and had no agent, or firm based m this 
country. It said no cargo was expected from Cambodia. 
In France, informed sources said that the drug involved 
was marijuana. However, no confirmation of this was 
available from Mauritanian officials. Mauritanian 
authorities had identified the drug as heroin on Monday, 
saying that the drug haul was one of the biggest in histo- 
ry with a street value of nearly $500 million. 
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30-year-old shell kills 7 in Yemen 1 


SANAA (AFP) — Seven people died, including six 
small children, and eight others were injured when a 30- 
year-old shell buried in the sand exploded at Sa'ada. 170 
kilometres north of the Yemeni capital Sanaa, police 
sources said The seventh fatal casualty was a woman, as 
were all the injured. The shell had been uncovered by the 
recent torrential rains which have fallen on much of the 
country. 


Indonesia jails Iranian drug smuggler 


JAKARTA (AP) — An Iranian was sentenced Tuesday to 
14 years in prison for smuggling 200 grammes of heroin 
and codeine in capsules in his stomach, a newspaper 
reported. Mansyur Habasy. 38, also was Fined 15 million 
rupiah ($6,465), the newspaper Pos Kota said. He said he 
would appeal. Judge Chaidir Anwar was quoted as say- 
ing Habasy arrived in Jakarta in January, vomited up the 
capsules at a hotel and was awaiting an unidentified 
buyer at another hotel when he was arrested. Habasy was 
shot in the leg trying to escape. 


UAE to host biggest music festival 


ABU DHABI (AP) — Abu Dhabi will host the Arab 
World's biggest ever music awards festival, featuring 
j more than 700 participants, the Gulf News reported. 
Performers from throughout the Arab World will partici- 
pate in the Nov. 21 event, which will be modelled after 
the American Grammy Awards and organised by the Abu 
Dhabi television and radio authority, the English-Ian- 
j guage daily said. Awards for best song, singer, composer 
and video clip will be handed out, the paper reported. 
Posthumous prizes will be given to singers who have left 
a lasting impression on Arabic music. Veteran singers, 
and songwriters who have helped develop Arabic music 
will also be recognised, said the paper. The four-hour 
event will feature live shows by more than 22 perform- 
ers. including Arabic pop istar Amr ■ Diab and Gulf 
singers. Abdul Maguid Abdullah and Asil Abu Bakr 
Salem, the paper reported. 


Amnesty urges Iran to stop executions 


NICOSIA (R) — Amnesty International on Tuesday 
! demanded that Iran stop executions which it said were on 
the rise in the Islamic republic. In a statement faxed to 
Reuters in Nicosia from London, the human rights group 
also appealed against amputations of fingers of persons 
convicted more than once of theft under Iran's Islamic 
laws. The statement said Amnesty had recorded up to 70 
executions so far in 1996. against 50 recorded through- 
out 1995, adding that the true figure may be higher as it 
believed many executionswere not reported. It said about 
20 per cent of those executed were political prisoners 
convicted on charges such as membership of opposition 
groups and espionage. Amnesty expressed concern over 
reports that six people convicted more than once of theft 
had their fingers amputated earlier in August, which it : 
believed were the first such punishments since 1994. Iran 
denies having any prisoners of conscience, saying only , 
those convicted of crimes are jailed. Tehran defends its 
Islamic laws, saying international norms of human rights ! 
cannot be imposed on countries if they 1 conflict with 
national and religious beliefs. 


2<fc55 — Paris. Damascus (AFi 

21:10 .Beirut (ME) 

23:20 Istanbul iTK) 

23:25 .London (KJ) 

23:40 Amsterdam (KL) 

03:00 RomefAZ) 


21:25 — Cairo (MS) 

23:55 Damascus, Paris (AF) 

00:40 -Beirut. Amsterdam (KL) 

04:00 Rome (AZ) 

06:00 Istanbul (TK) 

06:40 London (KJ) 


Royal Wings IRW) Flights 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09-.50 Aqaba (RW) 

19:45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 


10:00 Aqaba (RW) 

20:30 Aqaba (from Tel Aviv) 
(RW) 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:35 — — .Beirut (RJ) 

07:00 Moscow (RJ) 

11:15 Amstodam. New York (RJ) 
12ri)0 Abu Dhabi. Al ‘Ain (RJ) 
12:15 Amsterdam, Montreal. 
Toronto (RJ) 


12:15 Rome (RJ) 

12:30 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

13:20. 
13:25 . 

Athens (RJ) 


21:10. 


21:10. 


21:45. 

21:45. 

Jeddah (RJ) 


22:00 — Madrid f RJ) 

22:20 — Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
2230 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 

Other Flights 


MARKET 1 

Upper/lower price 

PRICES 

in fils per 

Apple 

700/500 

Banana— 


Banana (raukhammar) ..520/520 

Banana (imported) .860/600 

Carrot wui/Qfl 

Cauliflower. 

Cucumber (large) ., 
Cucumber (small) . 
Eggplant 

- 360/240 

.240/140 

_..420/250 

....220/140 

Garlic 



Lemon 

650/450 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (sr t (all) .- 

250/150 

.430/260 

Mulukhiah 

ITAfltfi! 

Onion (drvi 

J50/80 ! 

Okra 

. .850/500 

Pfea. 

300/300 ' 

Pear. 

-800/5001 


07:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

07:45 .Beirut. London (BA) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

14:30 Abu Dhabi. Muscat (GF) 

15-JO Jhyadh (SV) 

15*30 — Algiers (AH) 


Pepper (hot). J40/200 

Pepper (sweet) 3800*0 

Potato „..._.__35OO20 

String Bean. 750500 

Sweet melon ,„..J7(W50j 

Tomato _12fl/W 

Water melon 210/150 
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Hike in bread prices 
draws negative reaction 
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V^pdav^^pl^f Hussein axid Queen Noor, along with several RovaJ Family members and senior officials, 
Wednesday watch a freefaii exhibition at Muta University 


By Samir EOjjawi 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The hike in 
bread prices has drawn 
negative reactions from 
Jordanians who say they 
will not be able to cope 
with the higher cost of 
living as some bakeries 
reported a drop in their 
sales. 

Mohammad Hadidi, a 
bakery owner in die 
Ashrafieh district of 
Amman, said his sales 
dropped by 50 per cent 
after the government 
raised bread prices by 
200 per cent on Mon- 
day. 

The government lifted 


bread subsidies in what 
officials describe as the 
last requirement of the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF)-sponsored 
economic reform pro- 
gramme. 

“This was the worst 
piece of news I heard in 
years, 7 ' said Atallah 
Assad .40, a father of 
three who earns JD 70 a 
month as a labourer. 
“God knows what will 
come next, maybe we 
will have to pay for the 
air we breathe. 

Fatimeh Khader, who 
supports a family of six, 
said the increase in 
bread prices will add to 
her financial hardships.. 


According to Moham- 
mad Hamdan, head of 
the Agricultural Econo- 
my Department at the 
University of Jordan, 
each J ordan ian con- 
sumes half a kilo of 
bread, or two and a half 
loaves, a day. 

The Jordanian Con- 
sumers Protection Soci- 
ety has said the lifting of 
subsidies will put extra 
burdens on at least 31 
per cent of the popula- 
tion whose monthly 
income is below JD 150 
and who normally spend 
half of their income on 
food. 

Other Jordanians com- 
plained that the prices of 


many basic commodi- 
ties," including table 
eggs and dairy products, 
have increased while 
their wages have been 
inflation adjusted. 

The price of poultry 
was recently increases! 
by 17 per cent and egg 
by 10 per cent. 

The government, 
which lias" set up a 
mechanism to compen- 
sate Jordanians for the 
hike in bread prices, had 
said the decision to lift 
subsidies was inevitable 
if it was to meet the tar- 
gets of the economic 
reform programme 
which was staned in 
1989. 


"‘■J* u 'i™,ia.. dm, ^ King presents wings to Muta graduates 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty KJng Hussein 
Wednesday presented 

paratroopers who included 
His Royal Highness 

Prince Hashera Ibn A1 
Hussein with their newly 
earned wings in the sec- 
ond such graduation of the 
military wing of Muta 


University. 

King Hussein was later 
briefed on the training 
programme along with 
Her Majesty Queen Noor 
and Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. who also 
anended the ceremony, 
was treated to a display of 
free-fall parachuting in 


which Their Royal High- 
nesses Prince Abdullah, 
Prince Ali, Prince Hamzeh 
and Prince Rashed as well 
as the daughter of the pre- 
mier Noor Kabariti took 
part. The ceremony was 
also attended by His Royal 
Highness Prince Faisal 
and senior army officials. 


Prince Abdullah, the 
commander of the Special 
Forces of the Jordanian 
army, and Mr. Kabariti 
also inspected the training 
fields and observed a mili- 
tary exercise performed by 
the SpeeialJForces. 


King receives cables of good wishes 
from UAE president, prime minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein received Wednes- 
day a cable from Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan A1 Nahayan of the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
congratulating him in his name 
and on behalf of the UAE people 


on the King’s accession to the 
throne. 

Sheikh Zayed wished the King 
continuous health and happiness 
and the Jordanian people further 
progress and prosperity. 

Also Wednesday, King Hussein 


received another cable from UAE 
Prime Minister Sheikh Maktoum 
Ben Rashed A1 Maktoum wishing 
him good health and further 
progress and development to the 
Jordanian people. 


King congratulates S. Korean president 

AMMAN fPetra) — His Majesty King Hussein Wednes- 
day sent a cable to South Korean President Kim Yung 
Sam congratulating him on the national day of South 
Korea. His Majesty wished the Korean president a 
happy life and the Korean people further progress and 
deve!opment.The King also sent another cable to Indian 
President Shankar Dayal Sharma congratulating him on 
the Independence day of India and wishing the Indian 
people prosperous life. ■ ■■ ■ - ... 

jPRC’s to improve quality of gas 

1 ■ ‘ ’!uhi. ■ ■ • 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
; Company (JPRC) Wednesday signed an agreement with 
a Spanish firm to build new facilities to improve the 
quality of petrol (gasoline) produced by the refinery. 
According to the $2,397,500 deal, the project is to be 
completed early in 1998. The Spanish firm will supply 
and supervise the installation of new equipment for the 
project while the JPRC will operate and maintain it. 

Garden named after Bahraini emir 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued 
Wednesday naming a public garden in Ma’an gover- 
norate after the Emir of Bahrain Sheikh Issa Ben Salman 
A1 Khalifa. 

This summer warmest since 1923 

AMMAN (Petra) — A study by the Department of 
Meteorology has found that this summer is the wannest 
since 1923 when the department started recording tem- 
peratures in the Kingdom. The study showed that the 
average temperatures for May, June and July this year 
were 25.2 degrees Celsius, an increase of 2.1 degrees 
over the normal average at this time of year. The study 
showed that temperatures in May 1996 were higher than 
normal by 3.1 degrees, while temperatures in June were 
higher than normal by 2.1 degrees and in July tempera- 
tures increased by an average of 2.4 degrees. 

Bahraini official visits RSS 

.AMMAN (Petra) — The Under-secretary of the Bahrain 
Ministry of Defence Sheikh Salman Ben Hamad A1 
Khaiifeh Wednesday visited the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) and met with President Hani Mulki and other offi- 
cials who briefed him on the society’s activities. Sheikh 
Salman said that he discussed future cooperation 
between the RSS and the Bahrain Centre for Studies and 
Research with Dr. Mulki. 


Road accidents reaching alarming proportions, 
Public Security Department director says 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Director of the Public 
Security Department 
(PSD) Lieutenant Gen- 
eral Nasouh. Muhied- 
din Wednesday 

- stressed the- need for 
urgent action to deal 
with traffic accidents 
whose numbers, he 
said, are increasing to 
alarming proportions. 

In a speech he deliv- 
ered on behalf of HRH 
Princess Rabmeh Bint 
A1 Hassan at the open- 
ing of two training pro- 
grammes on police 
services and road safe- 
ty organised within the 
framework of the 
Crown Prince Award, 
Lt. Gen. Muhieddin 
said most car accidents 
are caused by human 
error. 

The programmes, he 
said, were deemed 
necessary due to the 
increasing number of 
traffic accidents which 
are claiming a high 
number of human 
lives. 

He said close cooper- 
ation between 

motorists and police- 
men is needed in order 
to solve the problem. 

Last month, the PSD 
announced that road 
accidents in Jordan 
annually claim the 
lives ot more than 400 
people and injure 
12.000 more. 

The PSD added that 
car accidents in the 
Kingdom cost the 
country an average of 



Road accidents annually claim the lives of more than 400 people (file photo) 


JD 100 million every 
year. 

Samar Kildani, direc- 
tor of the office of the 


said that the pro- and that students par- 

grammes include visits ticipating in the Crown 
to youth centres. Prince Award will 

schools, kindergartens study such issues as 


drug trafficking and 
riots. 

The programmes, 
added Mrs. Kildani, 


participants with 
tourist police duties, 
criminal laboratories, 
rehabilitation centres 


Crown Prince Award, and police stations, dealing with crime, will also familiarise and prisons. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 
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fxhtbitions 

* “A Summer Souvenir” exhibition by Jordan 
River Designs, Adil Centre, Shmeisam (Tel. 
813081/2), until Aug. 25. 

* Wrought-Iron exhibition by Salim Bandak at 
Kan Zaman, until Aug. 21. 

* Abstract (plastic) art by Hana Barto entitled 
“BetwS? Past and Present” at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre, until Aug. 20. 

* “Science for Health” exhibition at the British 
Council, until Aug. 17. 

* Abstract (plastic) art 

Nader Samarah on Jen^em at “e Orfais Art 
Gallery, Umm Utharna (Tel. 82693-), until Aug. 

* ** Graphic works by Brian Odebat the Phoenix 
Art Gallery (Tel. 695291), until Aug. 15. 


* Photo exhibition by Hani Hourani entitled 
“People and Places” at Baladna Art Gallery 
(Tel. 687598), until Aug. 15. 

FILM 

* “Full Metal Jacket” at the American Center 
on Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 


PLAY 


* “Medea” (Arabic) at the Royal Cultural 
Centre on Thursday at 8:00 pan. 


Isreal, PNA 
resume talks 

(Continued from pagel) 
A senior Palestinian official 
has called for the European 
Union (EU) to review Its 
economic links with Israel 
if it violates the autonomy 
accords, in an interview 
published on Wednesday. 

“It’s the duty of European 
states to reconsider both th- 
eir economic Hnks with Isr- 
ael as well as Israel’s po- 
sition within the European 
matte r” said Faisal Hussei- 
ni, (be Palestinian minister 
in charge of Jerusalem aff- 
airs. He told the Egyptian 
daily AI Ahram that me EU 
should play a more promi- 
nent role while the United 
States, key sponsor of the 
Middle East, is tied up with 
its November presiden- 
tial elections. 


‘Six confess to Dhahran bombing’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

Arabia have been arrested 
since the bombing. 

He said the six confessed 
last month after being 
arrested, adding that the 
suspects are Sunni Mus- 
lims, the sect that accounts 
for the majority of the king- 
dom’s 1 1 million citizens. 

The movement for Islam- 
ic Reform in Arabia is a 
group that opposes the 
presence of U.S. troops in 
the kingdom. 

The group does not open- 
ly advocate the overthrow 
of the Saudi monarchy. It 
says it's a non-violent 
group that wants ‘freedom 
of expression and assembly, 
and the dismantling of the 
secret security apparatus in 


Saudi Arabia.” 

Another London-based 
Saudi opposition group, the 
committee for the defence 
of legitimate rights, said 
last week that two Kuwaiti 
and two Lebanese suspects 
were arrested in Kuwait 
and handed over to Saudi 
authorities. Kuwait has not 
announced any arrests or 
extraditions in connection 
with the June bombing. 

The committee for the 
defence of legitimate rights 
quoted Interior Ministry 
sources in Saudi Arabia as 
saying that ‘'the whole 
interrogation process 
revolves around the possi- 
ble implication of Iran.” 
Iran has denied any 
involvement in the bomb- 


The United States has 
about 5,000 military per- 
sonnel in Saudi Arabia. 

The June bombing fol- 
lowed a car bombing last 
November that killed five 
U.S. military personnel at 
an American-run military 
facility in the Saudi capital 
of Riyadh. 

Saudi Arabia beheaded 
four Saudi men in May 
after they confessed to car- 
rying out the Riyadh bomb- 
ing. They said their action 
was inspired by militant 
groups elsewhere in the 
Arab World. 

U.S. officials were not 
given access to the four 
before they were executed. 
Washington wants to make 
sure that does not happen 
again. 



r. 


d News 


Republicans stoke Clinton assault 
ahead of Dole nomination 


SAN DIEGO. California 
CAFP) — Republicans have 
moved into attack mode at 
their national convention, 
savaging President Bill 
Clinton's character as much 
as his policies. 

The banning of abortion 
and anti-immigration mea- 
sures — the two hot button 
issues on the Republican 
platform — were swept 
over in Tuesday evening's 
major speeches in favour of 
attacks on Clinton. 

One dav before the con- 


vention was set to name 
Bob Dole as the presidential 
nominee, keynote speaker 
New York Representative 
Susan Molinari passed over 
controversy, instead target- 
ting Mr. Clinton. 

“This speech is a lot like a 
Bill Clinton promise. It 
won’t last long and it will 
sound like a Republican 
talking.’* she said to cheers 
and applause from the dele- 
gates here for the four-day 
Republican extravaganza. 

The speech by Ms. Moli- 
nari. a pro-choice Repub- 
lican in a party that adopted 
a platform calling for a con- 
stitutional amendment ban- 
ning abortion in ail cases, 
did" not even mention the 
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Representative Susan Molinari of New York, gives a 
thumbs up during her keynote address at the Repub- 
lican National Convention in San Diego (Reuter photo) 


topic. 

Instead, she cast herself in 
the warm, earthy tones of a 
mother concerned about 
jobs, higher taxes and fears 
of the future. 

“I don’t know a mom 
today who isn’t being 
stretched to her limit trying 
to hold down a job while 
trying to hold down the fort 
at home, too,” Ms. Molinari 
said to applause. 

Texas Senator Kay Bailey 
Hutchison also cut right to 
the chase, using clips and 
quotes of past Clinton state- 
ments to both ridicule and 
attack the president. 

“I dusted off the Clinton 
campaign promises of 1992: 
Candidate Clinton promised 


a balanced budget. Cong- 
ress passed it. President 
Clinton vetoed it,” she said. 

“Candidate Clinton pro- 
mised a middle class tax 
cut. Congress passed it. 
President Clinton vetoed iL 
“Candidate Clinton pro- 
mised to restore ethics in 
government,’’ she said paus- 
ing for the hoots and howls 
from delegates. “President 
Clinton put a former bar 
bouncer in charge of confi- 
dential FBI files. 

“It’s time to elect a presi- 
dent who will keep Bill 
Clinton's promises and that 
man is Bob Dole." 

Ms. Hutchison and Ms. 
Molinari were among a long 
list of women speakers who 
took the podium Tuesday, 
apparently aimed at deflect- 


ing criticism that the party 
does not address women’s 


issues. 

Though party leaders who 
orchestrated the convention 
sought to quell squabbles 
among their delegates, some 
quietly made their private 
sentiments known. 

Some who were opposed 
to Ms. Molinari being 
named as the keynote spea- 
ker because of her pro- 
choice stand on abortion 
wore white cowboy bats as 
a symbol of their displea- 
sure. 

Some had discussed walk- 
ing out of the convention 
when Ms. Molinari spoke, 
but ultraconservative one- 
time candidate Pat Bu- 
chanan implored them not 
to, seeing the gesture as yet 


another possible point of 
rupture. 

David Welch, a delegate 
from Washington, said he 
was disappointed by the 
choice of Ms. Molinari and 
wore his bat to ‘'make a 
statement about how many 
pro-life people are in the 
convention." 

Ms- Molinari’s inclusion 
was considered by some 
analysts as a way of appeas- 
ing those who favour abor- 
tion rights without malting 
it pan of the party platform 
or embodied in a run n ing 
mate. It is questionable 
whether that will sway 
some Republican women. 

The latest statewide Los 
Angeles Times polls shows 
34 per cent of Republican 
women would support Mr. 
Clinton, rather than Sen. 
Dole in a two-way race, and 
many are leaving the Re- 
publican ranks because of 
the party's intolerance over 
abortion. 

Earlier in the day, about 
250 supporters of the 
National Organisation for 
Women (NOW) marched to 
the convention site to vent 
their anger over the party’s 
stand on abortion. 

Beth McGovern, the di- 
rector of the San Diego 
chapter of NOW, said wo- 
men were facing an impor- 
tant battle, one to protect 
women's three-decade right 
to abortion after too many 
years of deadly back alley 
abortions. 

'’Botched abortions were 
the leading cause of mater- 
nal death before abortion 
was legalised," she said. 
“We cannot, we will not go 
back to the days of back 
alley abortions.’* 

“We have to keep the 
issue in the public eye as 
much as possible. People 
need to realise they could 
lose the right to an abor- 
tion,” she said. “We must do 
this for our daughters." 


5 dead, 2 missing as typhoon roars through. Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) — A pow- 
erful typhoon roared 
through Japan Wednesday, 
leaving Five people dead 
and another two missing 
including a U.S. Marine 
swept out to sea by huge 
waves in Okinawa, police 
and news reports said. 

Some 41 others were 
injured, nine seriously, by 
glass and flying debris after 
typhoon Kirk came ashore 
in Kumamoto on the eastern 
coast of Kyushu shortly be- 
fore noon, a police spokes- 
man said. 

Two houses were des- 
troyed and 344 others dam- 
aged. officials said, adding 
that another 23 commercial 
buildings were damaged in 
heavy winds of up to 209 
kilometres an hour. 


Landslides were reported 
at 14 separate locations and 
three vessels were either 
damaged or sunk. More 
than 200,000 homes across 
the southern Japanese island 
were without power at one 
stage. 

Transport was thrown into 
chaos with hundreds of can- 
celled flights leaving tens of 
thousands of passengers 
stranded at airports across 
Japan. 

Most rail services were 
halted and several highways 
were closed in Kyushu 
while bullet-train services 
between Fukuoka and Osa- 
ka were suspended as the 
typhoon roared north to the 
western pan of the main 
island of Honshu. 

Police said they recovered 


the’ body, “of 30-year-old 
woman who was swept out 
to sea in Okinawa Tuesday 
while a second death was 
reported by police in Ehime 
prefectore on the island of 
Shikoku. 

Tokyo Brodcasting Sys- 
tem Inc. said a third death 
was reported in Kyushu in 
the afternoon when a build- 
ing collapsed on a farmer 
while Japan Broadcasting 
Corp. fNHK) said five peo- 
ple had been killed. 

In Okinawa, a rescue ves- 
sel was meanwhile still 
searching for one of two 
American Marines who 
were spotted drifting in the 
sea the same day, a Mari- 
time Safety Agency official 
said. The other was rescued 
Tuesday. 





A truck lies knocked over by fierce winds caused by Typhoon Kirk in Kagoshima, on 
Japan's southern island of Kyusu Wednesday. The typhoon swept onto the island 
Wednasdat with torrential rains and winds of 210kph (131mph), forcing hundreds of 
flight and ferry cancellations at the peak of Japan's summer holiday season (Reuter 
photo) 


Rescuers Were' also 
searching for a 24-year-old 
man who went snorkelling 
on the island Wednesday, 
police said. 

The typhoon hit Kyushu 
after travelling in a north- 
easterly direction along the 
East China Sea at about 25 
kilometres an hour, the 
Meteorological Agency 
said. The agency predicted 
up to 500 millimetres of 
rain in Kyushu as well as 
Shikoku and western Hon- 
shu. 

The typhoon, the 12th to 
strike Japan this season, had 
brought heavy rains and 
winds to Kyushu early Wed- 
nesday morning, paralysing 
air and land traffic. 

Almost 500 flights by six 
airlines were suspended 
with at least 42,000 passen- 
gers affected, NHK said. 

Police said a 500-tonne 
cargo ship was badly dam- 
aged in waters off Kagoshi- 
ma Wednesday morning and 
that all nine crew members 
had been rescued. 

On Tuesday, a Belize-reg- 
istered freighter was ship- 
wrecked three kilometres 
off Am ami Island. 

All 10 crew members of 
the 342-tonne Ocean Brave 
— nine Indonesians and one 
South Korean — were safe- 
ly rescued, a Maritime 
Safety Agency spokesman 
said. 

In a separate incident, 
police said a fishing vessel 
sank in Okinawa. 

The typhoon was expect- 
ed to move north over west- 
ern Honshu Wednesday 
evening before veering to- 
wards the northeast part on 
Honshu Thursday morning, 
Meteorological Agency of- 
ficials said. 


Sri Lanka army digs in near rebel-held town 


COLOMBO (R) — The army said Wednesday it was digging 
in on the outskirts of a rebel-held town in northern Sri Lanka 
as Tamil guerrillas continued to target security forces in sneak 
attacks elsewhere. 

An army statement said troops were “in the process of con- 
solidating their defence" in newly captured territory outside 
the town of Kilinochchi. 

“No major incidents were reported (in the area) on Aug. 
13.” it said. 

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) rebels killed two 
policemen in (he northern town of Jaffna Tuesday and a civil 
defence worker in eastern Polonnaruwa district, it said. 

There has been no news from the LTTE about the northern 
battle for the past three days. Government troops launched an 
assault apparently aimed at taking Kilinochchi on July 26. 


In Vavuniya. the government-held frontline town 215 kilo- 
metres north of Colombo, officials said die army was plan- 
ning to send more food trucks for thousands of starving civil- 


The army lifted its three-week old blockade on the north 
Monday, sending in 10 trucks of food, mainly wheat flour. 

“Food shipments to the north will continue, until and unless 
we see a new development that will prompt us (to halt the 
shipments)," a senior government official said. 

Colombo let 29 trucks with food into the rebel-controlled 
Wanni region Tuesday to feed thousands of Thrail refugees. 

The food was sent despite government accusations that the 
rebels, who are fighting for independence in the island’s 
north and east, were taking the food and letting civilians go 
hungry. 
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Expected Republican presidential nominee Bob Dole gestures (left) as he sits down 
to lunch with House Speaker Newt Gingrich in San Diego (Reuter photo) _ 


Last flights from Burundi land in Brussels 


BRUSSELS (R) — The last 
two commercial flights 
from Burundi for some time 
arrived in Brussels Wednes- 
day carrying more than 400 
people who had been both 
willing and able to leave the 
troubled central African 


nation. 

Belgian carrier Sabena 
and Air France have both 
suspended flights to the 
country that has been the 
target of a spreading web of 
international sanctions 
since the coup by the Tutsi- 
dominated army on July 25 
ousted President Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya and ins- 
talled Pierre Buyoya in 
power. 

Mr. Ntibantunganya. a 
Hutu, remains in refdge in 
the United States embassy 
in the Burundian capital 
Bujumbura. But his wife 
was among the few Buru- 
ndians on the two flights 
that landed four hours late 
at Brussels' Zaventem Air- 
port Wednesday. 

She told reporters her hus- 
band was safe in the embas- 
sy for the time being but the 
army bad refused -to allow 


him to leave the country. 

Others among the passen- 
gers, including just 27 of 
the more than 300 Belgians 
still in the former Belgian 
protectorate, said every- 
thing in the capital was 
calm, that the sanctions had 
not yet bitten and that mat- 
ters had improved since the 
coup and the installation of 
an interim government. 

Masumbuko Pie, a retired 
United Nations worker and 
former health minister, said 
Burundi was safer under 
Major Buyoya than it had 
been under Mr. Ntibantun- 
ganya — a claim being 
trumpeted by the interim 
government as it lobbies to 
get the sanctions lifted. 

Mr. Pie said Maj. Buyoya 
was managing to clamp 
down on the ethnic slaugh- 
ter between the majority 
Hums and minority Tutsis 
that has been killing an esti- 
mated 1,000 people a 
month. 

But Katelijn Van Ecke. a 
Belgian, said that while the 
city was calm, there was 
still tension in the air as had 
been the case for the past 


two and a half years. 

Meanwhile, Maj. Buyoya 
was Wednesday to offer an 
olive branch to Hutu extre- 
mists fighting the Tutsi-led 
military government, in a 
national broadcast setting 
out a three-year transitional 
regime. 

However, in a speech on 
national radio later Wednes- 
day, Maj. Buyoya was 
expected to warn that “dia- 
logue with armed factions" 
would only be possible “if 
they first lay down their 
arms and reject destructive 
ideologies of extermination 
and genocide." 

Maj. Buyoya was expect- 
ed to use the broadcast to 
map out his vision for Bu- 
rundi and call for a national 
debate on the country's 
future. 

Last month Maj. Buyoya 
justified his July 25 coup 
saying he had stepped in to 
haul the country back from 
the abyss after three years 
of civil strife during which 
tens of thousands of rival 
Tutsis and Hutus massacred 
each other. 
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Foreigners and Burundians wait late Aug. 13 inside Bujumbura Airport for tickets on 
the last two international flights out of Burundi following the imposition of a strict 
economic embargo by east African nations. Some 400 people boarded the two Sabena 
planes bound for Brassies (Reuter photo) 


Runway robbers net $800,000 in France 


PERPIGNAN, France (AFP) — Armed 
robbers who held up a plane at an airport in 
southern France made off with an estimated 
four million francs ($800,000), police said 
Wednesday. 

The raiders, who appeared to be well- 
informed about the contents of (he plane’s 
cargo bold, got away with 27 kilogrammes 
of banknotes taken from the Airbus A320 in 
the raid Tuesday evening at Perpignan 
Airport near the Spanish border. 

The meticulously-executed holdup was 
believed to have been one of the most auda- 
cious in French criminal history, but the 
haul was certainly not one of the biggest. 

Perpignan Assistant Prosecutor Robert 
Chelles, in charge of the inquiry, appealed 
for witnesses who saw the plane land to 
come forward. 

The robbers, masked and carrying wea- 


pons reportedly including machine guns, 

pounced as the Air Inter Europe flight land- 


pounced as the Air Inter Europe flight land- 
ed at Perpignan-RiversaJtes Airport from 
Paris with some 170 passengers on board. 

As it taxied along the runway, they pulled 
up in front of the plane in a number of vehi- 
cles, including a transit van. and unfurled a 
large baoner telling the pilot to “cut the 
engines and open the holds.” 

According to a journalist who was on 
board the plane, cited by the daily 
Liberation, pilot Vincent Roy immediately 
complied, while telling passengers to return 
to their seats. 

“Ladies and gentlemen, stay calm. A 
number of men are interested in what we 
have on board. And since they are armed, 
we must wait," he was cited as telling the 
surprised passengers. 

A number of shots were fired, according 
to witnesses. Cabin crew ordered passen- 
gers to stay away from the windows, but 
no-one was injured. The plane was about 
1,800 metres from the terminal building. 


The hold-up itself lasted barely three or 
four minutes. The men — reported to num- 
ber between four and seven — went straight 
to a hold underneath the plane at the rear 
and opened it themselves manually. 

Mr. Chelle said the attackers had appar- 
ently been in a crowd of by-standers which 
habitually collects to watch aircraft raking 
off and landing. 

The consignment of cash of which the 
pilot and cabin crew were aware was des- 
tined for security firm Brink's. The robbers 
opened the hold and quickly transferred the 
money to a waiting van. 

They then sped off. barely giving time for 
airport security to be alerted. A standard 
emergency procedure was implemented, 
but by Wednesday morning there was no 
sign of them. 

Two vehicles were abandoned near a gate 
where they made their getaway. Investiga- 
tors said that the gate was the furthest away 
from the airport terminal, and could not be 
seen from the control tower because of 


trees. 

During the raid there was no time for 
panic, despite concerns about terrorism 
fuelled by last year’s wave of bomb attacks 
across France, according to the Liberation 
account. 

“People remained calm. One girl burst 
into tears, but in general there" was no 
panic." said one passenger. 

For some the incident recalled scenes at 
Marseille Airport, just up the coast from 
Perpignan, in December 1 994 when 
Algerian hijackers held a planeload of pas- 
sengers at gunpoint before being killed by 
elite French commandos. 

The passengers were eventually let off the 
plane 45 minutes behind schedule. The 
plane remained on the tarmac for three 
hours, before eventually returning as sched- 
uled to Paris late in the evening. 


Charles and sons 
cruiseGreek 
islands ♦ 


ATHENS (AFP) — Bri- 
tain's Prince Charles has 
been touring the Greek 
islands with his sons, po- 
lice said in the southern 
Greek port of Korpni. The 
heir to the British throne 
and the young princes, 
William and Hairy, were 
guests aboard The Alexan- 
der. the yacht belonging to 
Greek shipping magnate 
John Latsis, for the Aegean 
cruise. The yacht was 
moored early Wednesday 
off Koroni. The prince was 
to head Wednesday 
rhrough the Ionian Sea an<L 
carry on northwards tST 
MijeL in the Adriatic. 
Prince Charles is a frequent 
holiday guest aboard The 
Alexander. 


Chief: Let’s save 
marriage of 
Charles and Diana 


HARARE (AFP) — A 
Zimbabwean chief has sug- 
gested in parliament that 
this former British colony 
should intervene to save 
the marriage of Prince 
Charles and Princess Dia- 
na. “Maybe we should tell 
them that it is not good for 
them to divorce." said 
Chief Makoni, whose fore- 
fathers led uprisings 
against British colonisers a 
century ago. “I believe that 


as an independent county 
whose newer was handed 


whose power was handed 
over by Prince Charles 
when he attended the first 
independence celebrations 
(in 1980), we should say 
something,’* the chief told 
parliament Tuesday. Chief 
Makoni. one of 10 tradi- 
tional leaders appointed to 
parliament by President 
Robert Mugabe, said he 
w as “pained’’ by the pend- 
ing divorce. 


Boycott of Cruise 
film fails 


BONN (AFP) — A boycott 
of the new Tom Cruise film 
Mission Impossible 
launched by the youth wing 
of Germany’s ruling Chris- 
tian Democrat Party has 
flopped, according to box- 
office figures published 
Tuesday by the cinema 
newsletter Blickpunkt: 

Film. The feature starriittf 
and co-produced by Cruis5 
leapt to the head of a list of 
the top 10 films most popu- 
lar among cinema-goers in 
Germany, attracting 
774.576 against 200,282 
for its nearest rival. Agent 
00, which it ousted. In 
terms of box-office takings 
the film also came out well 
ahead of all others, total- 
ling 8.S2 million marks ($6 
million). The Young Un- 
ion, youth wing of Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl's 
Christian Democratic Un- 
ion,, launched a boycott for 
the release of the film 
Thursday because Cruise is 
a member of the Church of 
Scientology, arguing that 
its proceeds would go to 
the organisation, which it 
deems of totalitarian bent 


Tom Cruise drops 
libel suit over his 
virility 


LOS ANG.ELES (R) — 
Actor Tom Cruise' has 
dropped his $60 millifl£ 
libel suit against a German 
magazine that alleged be 
was sterile, his lawyer said 
Tuesday. Bert Fields said 
Cruise had decided not to 
pursue the suit after the 
magazine Bunte issued an 
apology Monday and - fired 
the writer who .wrote the 
article. The decision to 
drop legal action was also 
partly prompted, by the 
death last week of Bunte’s 
Chairman Hubert- Burda 
and his deputy when .their 
company jet crashed near 
Offenburg, Germany. “Gi- 
ven this terrible tragedy in 
the Bunte family, Tom 
decided that he is not going 
to put added pressure on 
these widows and ‘father- 
less children by ; pressing 
his suit* Fields said. “Un- 
der these' circumstance^ 
the retraction and apolog# 
are enough, Tom was goinj? 
to give all the money to 
charity anyway,” ■ said 
Fields. 


tVbri 






u. \ 

!•& \ 



\ •- 


A Chechen j;iri 
fp*m Cirn/ro. II 
breakaway rep* 
vide 1 ; .iziro< 
ale hundreds nt 


i, 





3EW.-1 . . . 

fa.-£ '5* - ' 

T%. . 

£ " 1/ : 
v! -.\si ) 

* V-*.L ■ *.."■• 

;* «■ •• -v . ; 

S*±T-: % . . : 

* s» 

t». ** ' 

ft lrni: 1 . ... 

1+ K- . • 

' Lit'. , 

**'■«*' • 

t wT • , — _ if 

**■ 

rv*-n >*.••• 

: V •- . . 

Kl>: • : 

v **>■■ : t 



In) < fc • 

tg tb> t ■* v • 


1 Fratuv 



IT • 


fch =.•- 


:*•» * 


i K-. 



; r *iJ ’ ' 

^(h£T. '* 


*■• .4 *>’ 

a • ** 

fc t Jr* 

•*/ '-&* : ' 

* 

!■**«* * : '• 
£ iSa? • • ** 

■tf* 

ig iaESMa! 1 



i 




World News 

lighting stops in Grozny but 
ceasefire status remains unclear 

3ROZNY. Russia ( iFDi 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, August 15-16, 1996 


GROZNY, Russia (AFP) 

Chechen rebels and Russian 
troops brought a halt to 
eight days of bloody battles 
m central Grozny Wednes- 
day amid uncertainty as to 
whether a ceasefire an- 
nounced by the rebels the 
day before was in effect. 

The two sides carried out a 
prisoner exchange, the first 
since a new bout of fighting 
erupted last week, and do- 
zens of ill and wounded ci- 
vilians were evacuated from 


Grozny, but there were re- 
ports of shooting incidents 
elsewhere and a deadly Rus- 
sia air raid on a column of 
refugees fleeing the capital. 

AFP correspondents said 
the firing stopped in Groz- 
ny’s central districts around 
12:30 p.m. (0830 GMT), in 
bne with what the sepa- 
ratists said Tuesday was an 
accord reached between the 
two sides. 

A rebel spokesman said 
the ceasefire, to take effect 


at noon (0800 GMT), had 
been agreed in talks Tues- 
day between the comman- 
der of Russian forces in 
Chechenya, General Kons- 
tantin Pulikovsky. and his 
rebel counterpart Aslan 
Maskhadov. 

However Gen. Pulikovsky 
said in Moscow, after sever- 
al contradictory reports on 
the truce, that he had not 
formally agreed to a cease- 
fire, simply ordering his 
troops not to open fire 






A Chechen girl, wounded during a Russian helicopter attack as she was escaping 
from Grozny, lies in a hospital in Urus-Martan, a town close to the capital of the 
breakaway republic. Russian troops fought fierce battles with Chechen rebels but the 
two sides agreed a truce, starting across the region at midday Wednesday, to evacu- 
ate hundreds of wounded civilians from Grozny (Reuter photo) 


unless attacked, the ITAR- 
TASS news agency report- 
ed. 

“My order to open fire 
only in response remains in 
force,” be said. 

He added that the rebels 
were continuing to shoot at 
Russian soldiers in four 
parts of the city and had 
besieged a 12-storey build- 
ing where several soldiers 
had sought refuge. 

Russian army sources said 
a new meeting with rebel 
representatives was due la- 
ter in the day to discuss 
implementation of the 
agreement not to fire unless 
attacked. The meeting 
would be held between the 
villages of Stari Aragi and 
Novy Atagi, in the same re- 
gion south of Grozny where 
Tuesday’s meeting was 
held. 

The rebels meanwhile said 
that at least 10 civilians 
were killed in a Russian air 
raid on a column of refugees 
fleeing the capital only min- 
utes after the ceasefire went 
into effect 

Rebel spokesman Movladi 
Udugov said it was not clear 
whether Russian warplanes 
or helicopters were respon- 
sible for the rocket attack, 
which occurred near the vil- 
lage of Gikalov. 10 kilome- 
tres south of Grozny. 

“Helicopters are carrying 
out a rocket attack on the 
same village at this very 
moment’ 1 Udugov said, 
interviewed by telephone 
around 12:40 p.m. (0840 
GMT)- It was impossible to 
verify the report 
Mr. Udugov said earlier 
that Commander Maskha- 
dov had told his troops to 
stop shooting at 8:00 a.m., 
four hours before the cease- 
fire went into effecL 
“We will stick to our 
word, we will stop firing.” 
he added. “If the Russians 
want to continue shooting 
then we will fire back, but 
we . -would ,have_. clearly . 
shown'jwho wants war and 
who warns peace.” - • 
The truce was aimed at 
ending eight days of bitter 
fighting in Grozny in which 
hundreds of soldiers and 
civilians have been killed. 

Dozens of sick and 
wounded civilians were 
evacuared by bus to Shali, 
30 kilometres southeast of 
Grozny, to receive medical 
aid, the pro-Russian Che- 
chen government said, quot- 



Chechen refugees ride in the back of a truck escaping from fighting in Grozny. Hope of a respite for the people of 
Grozny from eight days of bitter fighting appeared to be dashed Wednesday when the Russian army denied it had 
agreed a ceasefire with Chechen rebel forces (Reuter photo) 


ed by ITAR-TASS. Pre- 
viously Russian troops had 
blocked off all exits to the 
city, allowing only women 
and children under the age 
of 1 1 to leave on foot. 

Two buses were allowed 
to feny wounded to Shall 
late Tuesday and a further 
10 buses carried out the 
most seriously wounded 
Wednesday. 

Thousands of civilians 
were trying to flee the capi- 
tal, but dared to venture out- 
side the city as the next vil- 
lage was seven kilometres 
away. 

Mr. Udugov said Mos- 
cow’s contradictory reports 
on the truce may be in reac- 
tion to anger among some of 
the Kremlin leadership at an 
agreement reached Monday 
between President Boris 
Yeltsin’s security chief 
Alexander Lebed and Mr. 
askhadov on talks to end 

e 2(km6nth wan ‘ ' * 

“It is clear that Alexander 
Lebed's attempt to stop the 
war displeases a lot of peo- 
ple in Moscow, and those 
who want the war to go on 
are panicking,” Mr. Udugov 
said. 

Gen. Lebed, who favours 
negotiating an end to the 
war rather than the use of 
force, made a surprise visit 
to Chechenya late Sunday 
after being appointed Mr. 


t 


Yeltsin’s special envoy to 
the region. 

“Lebed made a good imp- 
ression on us.” Mr. Udugov 
said. “He really wants to 
stop the war.” 

The fighting in Chechenya 
escalated into a full-blown 
war after Russian troops 
marched into the tiny repub- 
lic in December 1994 to 
crush the three-year sepa- 
ratist rebellion. 

Britain welcomed Wed- 
nesday Gen. Lebed’s visit to 
Chechenya, saying “a nego- 
tiated settlement is the only 
way forward.” 

“We have made clear on a 
number of occasions our 
concern at continuing loss 
of life and violations of the 
ceasefire in Chechenya,” 
the Foreign Office said in a 
statement 

“Discussions between the 
parties ... and Mr. Lebed's 
visit are therefore wel- 
come.” 

Meanwhile. Shamil Basa-' 
yev, the Chechen rebel com- 
mander whose guerrillas 
have seized large ^ parts of 
Grozny, said he has no in- 
tention of pulling out until 
all Russian troops have 
withdrawn from the north 
Caucasus region. 

Brimming with confi- 
dence after his pro-indepen- 
dence rebels had humiliated 
Russian troops for eight 


days, the unsmiling, black- 
bearded Muslim fighter 
spoke to a Reuters Televi- 
sion cameraman Tuesday in 
the Chechen capital. 

“We did not come just to 
show off or to rob the city.” 
said Commander Basayev. 
who made his name with a 
daring raid into southern 
Russia last year that left 
more than 1 00 dead at 
Budennovsk. 

“We began the war in 
Grozny and we have decid- 
ed to end it in Grozny.” he 
said defiantly. 

“We have waited for this 
for a long time. We have 
wandered on the mountain 
waiting for this day." he 
said, referring to the IS 
months in which the sepa- 
ratist forces have been 
largely pinned in the inhos- 
pitable hilly areas of south- 
ern Chechenya. 

Commander Basayev is in 
full operational command of 
the assault on Grozny, 
dubbed “Operation Zero 
Option” by separatist lead- 
ers. He is leading a force of 
up to 4,000 by rebel and 
Russian accounts. 

Some rebel commanders 
had said after last Tuesday's 
dawn raid that the forces 
which had infiltrated 
Grozny over a period of 
days if not weeks would 


withd again after a few 
d: .s ihe\ did follow- 

ing j ntilar raid in March. 

Some said their aim had 
been to retaliate lor Russian 
raids on Chechen villages 
which they say broke a 
ceasefire agreed by Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin before his 
rejection last month. 

Commander Basayev 
believes he cun hang on to 
the city. Guerrilla units have 
been digging in and fortify- 
ing positions across Grozny 
in recent days and scent to 
be in command of whole 
districts. 

Well-disciplined fighters 
armed with machine guns 
and rocket-propelled gre- 
nades have withstood wave 
after wave of Russian ar- 
moured thrusts through the 
city's streets, recalling the 
winter of 1 994-95 when the 
army spent two months dri- 
ving the rebels out of Groz- 
ny at the cost of thousands 
of casualties. 

Commander Basayev said 
ceasefire talks Monday bet- 
ween his superior. Com- 
mander Maskhadov. and 
Gen. Pulikovsky. would not 
change his tactics. 

“Whoever meets whom, 
we won't stop the war until 
the troops are withdrawn 
from the territory of Ich- 
keria,” he said, using the 
rebel name for Chechenva. 


Nuclear pact crumbles in 
face of India veto threat 


S. Korean police storm 
campus to end protest 


shooting at Pakistan Islamic party rally 



Volunteers carry the body of a man who was killed at an Independence Day rally 
after gunmen opened fire on a militant Sunni Muslim procession in the Pakistani city 
of Karachi Wednesday. Eleven people were killed and eight were wounded in the 
attack (Reuter photo) 


GENEVA (R) — Western 
nations tried Wednesday to 
keep alive a global nuclear 
test-ban treaty in the face of 
an Indian pledge to veto the 
landmark accord. 

Diplomats said opposi- 
tion from India, and lately 
Iran, meant a negotiating 
committee meeting later in 
the day would fail to en- 
dorse the pact for final ap- 
proval Thursday by the full 
conference on disarmament 

Stephen Ledogar, U.S. 
Disarmament ambassador, 
told reporters: “I have the 
impression that the com- 
mittee is fairly deadlocked 
about the way ahead.” 

The pact, to prohibit all 
nuclear explosions, ap- 
peared to be crumbling af- 
ter more than two-and-a- 
half years of negotiations 
— barring a last-minute 
political breakthrough. 

Diplomats said chances 
were slim for the 61 -nation 
Geneva forum this week to 
adopt and formally send the 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT) for signa- 
ture in New York. 

There is no formal dead- 
line for clinching a pact 
Some delegates suggest 
extending talks through 
next week or even until the 
end of the current session in 
mid-September. 

Some countries still want- 
ed to submit the draft text 
for approval at a plenary 
session of the conference 
Thursday, which could 
force India to fulfil a threat- 
ened veto. 

Other delegates feared 
setting a dangerous prece- 
dent which might prove 
fatal to the pact and ulti- 
mately the Geneva body. 

India, an avowed champi- 
on of disarmament, says it 
will not sign the current 


draft as it fails to commit 
the five declared nuclear 
powers to a timetable for 
eliminating their nuclear 
weapons. 

One idea was to seek a 
procedural manoeuvre 
whereby a small group of 
member states of the full 
conference would bypass 
the Geneva body and still 
get the pact to the U.N. 
General Assembly at its 
next session opening on 
Sept. 17. 

However, if an unap- 
proved text is submitted to 
the 185-member U.N. As- 
sembly, it could be doomed 
from the start by wider op- 
position from non-aligned 
countries, diplomats said. 

The 'ad hoc’ negotiating 
committee chaired by 
Dutch Ambassador Jaap 
Ramaker. arranged to meet 
later ( 1 300 GMT). 

One Western diplomat 
said: “The treaty text is not 
going out from the ad hoc 
committee. That finally 
sank in last night when the 
Indian ambassador said it 
four times.” 

"The next step will be in 
the conference plenary,” he 
added. 

“But any way you out it 
there is no point anymore. 
We do not have a consensus 

on this thing ” 

Top Western envoys, inc- 
luding those from Britain, 
France and the United 
States — all nuclear powers 
— met allies including Ja- 
pan and Australia to discuss 
tactics before the meeting. 

Under a compromise for- 
mula, the committee would 
send a “factual report" on 
its work to the conference, 
but without attaching die 
treaty text to iL 


SEOUL (R) — South 
Korean riot police, backed 
by helicopters and ar- 
moured vehicles, stormed a 
Seoul campus Wednesday 
to break up an outlawed 
festival calling for reunifi- 
cation with Communist 
North Korea. 

Witnesses said thousands 
of combat police entered 
Yonsei University in west- 
ern Seoul to disperse about 
2,000 students. 

Police fired tear gas from 
nine helicopters hovering 
over the campus while sev- 
eral armoured vehicles 
mounted with tear gas 
launchers spearheaded the 
push into Yonsei. 

“We had to bring in a 
bulldozer to break through 
the barricade set up by stu- 
dents at the gate of the cam- 
pus," a police spokesman 
told reporters. 

Masked students set fire 
io about 50 tyres near the 
gate to stop police and a 
fire engine was brought to 
put out the blaze, witnesses 
said. 

“We had secured an arrest 
warrant for masterminds of 
ihe illegal rally,” the 
spokesman said. “The war- 
rant also allowed us to seize 
petrol bombs, iron pipes, 
banners and other materials 
used for protests.” 

“We dispersed the stu- 
dents and withdrew,” he 
added, without giving the 
number of arrests. 

South Korea, which seeks 
detente before discussing 
reunification with 

Pyongyang, has outlawed 
the festival. Seoul officials 
said the studenis supported 
North Korean propaganda. 

The police action fol- 
lowed several hours of 
pitched battles between 


about 1,000 students and 
police outside the campus, 
the witnesses said. 

Police had blocked the 
students from marching 
towards the border with 
North Korea, where about 
750 North Koreans rallied 
for reunification of the 
Korean peninsula, divided 
at the end of World War EL 

Police said about 18,000 
riot police bad beeo dep- 
loyed outside university 
campuses and along the 
road leading to the border 
to stop students from head- 
ing north. 

An estimated 7,000 stu- 
dents gathered at several 
Seoul campuses and tried to 
join students at Yonsei, 
about 40 kilometres from 
the border, police said. 

At the border village of 
Panmunjora, North Ko- 
reans wearing white shirts 
and white caps held up their 
fists, sang songs and chant- 
ed slogans urging the two 
Koreas to unify, witnesses 
said. 

They also wore red sashes 
across their shoulders carry- 
ing slogans "Korea is one” 
and “unity of our race.” 

Two South Korean stu- 
dents who went to the 
Communist North last Sa- 
turday via Berlin attended 
the rally at Panmunjom, the 
only crossing point along the 
demilitarized zone set up as a 
buffer zone at the end of the 
. 1950-53 Korean War. 

Ryu Sae-Hong of Chosun 
University and Do Chong- 
Hwa of Yonsei University, 
members of Hanchon-gryon, 
a nationwide council of radi- 
cal university students, 
demanded that the South 
guarantee the safety of North 
Koreans trying to visit the 
South. 


12 killed in 

KARACHI (AFP) — 
Twelve people were killed 
and 9 were wounded Wed- 
nesday when unidentified 
gunmen opened fire on a 
rally staged here by a Sunni 
fundamentalist party, police 
and hospital sources said. 

Police said the assailants 
opened fire with automatic 
weapons from a passing car 
on several hundred activists 
of the Sipab-e-Sibaba 
Pakistan (SSP) who were 
beading toward the mau- 
soleum of Pakistan’s found- 
ing father Mohammed Ali 
Jinnah on the country’s 
Independence Day. 

Eight bodies arrived in the 
city’s Basi Shaheed hospi- 
tal, while another two were 
taken to Jinnah Hos-pital, 
doctors said. An 11th man 
later died of his in-juries, 
and the condition of several 
more was serious, they said. 

Sources reported later that 
the 12th victim died in hos- 
pital. 

Police said the gunmen 
fled after spraying (he 
crowd with fire. 

A senior police official 
linked the killing to sectari- 
an friction between reli- 
gious militants. 

The incident followed the 
killin g of four Shi’ite Mus- 
lims in Punjab province in 
the past two weeks. The 
Punjab police had blamed 
the militant Sunni group for 
the killings. 

The crowd stampeded as 
they beard the crackle of 
gunfire, witnesses said. 
People ran for shelter as 
victims lay on the road in 
pools of blood, they said. 

“The firing was intense,” 
an area resident told AFP by 
telephone. “First I thought 
some youths were explod- 
ing crackers to celebrate 
Independence Day.” 

“After several bursts, I 
peeped from the window of 


my house. I saw people run- 
ning. Their clothes were 
stained with blood." 

Tariq Madani, informa- 
tion secretary of the SSP, 
blamed the attack on mili- 
tants of the rival Shi’ite 
party, Tehreek-e-Jaferia Pa- 
kistan (TJP). 

‘They are our bitterest 
rivals. This was an act of 
revenge on their part.” 

“This is an attempt to trig- 
ger sectarian violence by 
our rivals,” Mr. Madani 
said, calling for immediate 
arrest of the killers. 

He said the attack fol- 
lowed a police crackdown 
in Punjab in which some 
250 SSP activists had been 
arrested since last month. 

On Independence Day, 
thousands of people visit 


the mausoleum, which is 
located about two kilome- 
tres from the TJP headquar- 
ters and a Shi’ite mosque. 

Allama Hasan Turabi. the 
provincial head of TJP, 
denied the SSP charges and 
said his party was not 
responsible for the attack. 

“We have always con- 
demned this form of vio- 
lence. Even when 20 of our 
own people were killed last 
year, we did not retaliate. 
We want peace,” he told 
AFP. 

“This attack was carried 
out by someone who wants 
to see Karachi’s recently 
acquired peace destroyed,” 
Mr. Turabi said. "We con- 
demn the attack and whole- 
heartedly call for the pun- 


ishment of those responsi- 
ble." 

Karachi is troubled by 
political, ethnic and sectari- 
an violence which has 
claimed more than 2.000 
lives since January last year. 

At least 20 people were 
shot dead on Feb. 25. in 
attacks on two Shi 'ire 
mosques, while seven mem- 
bers of a Sunni family were 
massacred by unidentified 
gunmen. 

Twelve people were killed 
later on March 20, when a 
bomb blast rocked a Shi’ite 
mosque. 

Both the SSP and the TJP 
blamed each other for the 
killings. 

Wednesday's incident 
came after relative calm in 
the city. 
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State wins debate 


POLITICAL MATHEMATICIANS calculated yes- 
terday that only 29 out of the 80 members of the 
Lower House of Parliament have in fact supported 
the government's decision to lift, totally, subsidies on 
bread prices (even within the compensation scheme 
that was drawn up and announced last week). If you 
overlook the absence of five members from, and 
consider the boycott by 23 deputies of, yesterday's 
session, the mathematicians say, you end up with the 
52 deputies who were actually present in the cham- 
ber when the vote took place. Out of those, 23 voted 
for the resolution callin g on the government to rene- 
gotiate its decision which leaves only 29 deputies 
wjfio did not oppose the government When taking 
into consideration that there are 22 deputies in the 
Cabinet that would leave seven non-minister 
deputies who directly or implicitly supported lifting 
the subsidies. 

How, with this in mind, can the government live 
with the decision it has taken, considering also that 
it is an unpopular move as far as the country as a 
whole is concerned, the mathematicians ask. 

Good question indeed. 

But whether it can or has to be answered by none 
other than the government, and at any time soon, 
cannot be certain. 

What is certain is that the prime minister and his 
team have scored against the opposition in 
Parliament, if only because their opponents, assum- 
ing they were serious in the first place, failed to play 
their own cards welL Witness in this regard how the 
absence of the 23-member ‘total opposition” bloc 
helped the government defeat the House's own 
motion to renegotiate the deal. 

- >It Is indeed difficult at- this stage to speculate on 
which shape the government-parliament relation- 
ship will take until at least early December, when the 
House reconvenes in a regular session and it 
becomes possible for the deputies to call for a vote of 
confidence in the Kabariti team. What is not specu- 
lation, though, is that there is no majority in the 
House today against the government and that both 
authorities have to restart joint work with the high- 
er interests of the country in mind and at heart 

The 23 deputies, who boycotted Wednesday's ses- 
sion, already realise that nobody will benefit from 
paralysing or attempting to hinder the work of the 
House, just as they cannot afford to withhold their 
own contribution to the debates. 

This can be said in all confidence in fact since it is 
apparent and clear to all of us that the opposition 
has been truly responsible in tackling the “bread” 
issue even though they have been vociferous at 
times, cynical and posturing at others. 

More importantly, the opposition deputies can 
capitalise on the speech the prime minister gave dur- 
ing yesterday's session in which he pledged his gov- 
ernment’s continued fight against corruption, nepo- 
tism and waste. 

It is a foregone conclusion that the whole debate 
over the issue of lifting bread and fodder subsidies 
has been an extremely useful and positive exercise 
in democracy. This is an indication of the level of 
maturity that we have reached In our democratisa- 
tion process. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

IN THE ongoing controversy concerning bread subsidies, a 
great deal of people, including members of the opposition in 
Parliament, are demanding thar the government investigate 
administrative and financial corruption cases, said a writer for 
A1 Dustour Wednesday. In the public view, influential offi- 
cials who may be involved in unethical abuses of power are 
responsible for the economic crisis as well as the country’s 
heavy debt burden, and are consequently responsible for 
recurrent deficits in the state’s fiscal budget, said Fakhri 
Kawar. The government has openly declared war on corrup- 
tion and reiterated that it will deal severely with such cases. 
Therefore since the government’s desires must be akin to the 
desire of the Parliament and thus to the public at large, noth- 
ing should stand in the way of the government’s opening 
investigation into corruption cases, holding those responsible 
to account for their actions and returning any “stolen" funds 
to the state treasury. The writer said that the feeling of the pub- 
lic is that Jordanian citizens, especially those who are bound 
to suffer from the government’s new subsidy cuts, should not 
be forced to pay for crimes committed by a handful of 
malfeasants who abuse their authority and may be responsible 
for many of the country's economic ills. 

A WRITER for A1 Ra’i stated his opposition to the proposed 
two-day weekend in Jordan as potentially harmful to the 
country's economy. Fahed Fanek opined that a two-day week- 
end would decrease production in a country whose production 
is already too low and which is accorded too many holidays 
as is. By working a five-day week, Jordan will observe a total 
of 129 holidays, working only 65 per cent of the total number 
of days in a year. Also by taking an additional holiday. 
Jordanians will be cut off from the rest of the world for four 
days weekly (instead of three) as oilier countries observe 
Saturdays and Sundays fas their weekend), noted die writer. It 
is tree that the industrialised nations take a two-day weekend 
but they chose to do so only when they became industrialised, 
producing abundant goods unlike Jordan whose workers pro- 
duce far less given six working days. Furthermore, he said, 
extended hours in a five-day working week, may deprive 
those Jordanians who choose to work two jobs each day and 
with subsequent negative consequences to their income. 


Teaching and education: 

Restoring the profession’s pivotal role 


I BELIEVE that many of our educational establishments 
— both at the school and university level and in the private 
as well as public sector — have not yet succeeded in strik- 
ing a balance between teaching on tbe one hand and edu- 
cation on the other. In the vast majority of our educational 
establishments, more (much more.) is happening with 
respect to die former than the latter. 

By “teaching." we essentially mean the process of com- 
municating information or knowledge pertaining to the 
various disciplines or subjects of study to the students. By 
“education.” we mean something remarkably different. 
Education refers to the process of forming attitudes, of 
nourishing moral values, and of influencing behaviour. 
While teaching aims to supply students with facts of sorts 
(at times skills), education aims at character building. 

Teaching is important. Students need to know, for lack of 
knowledge is ignorance. In today's world, in particular, 
which is known as the age of “information revolution," the 
individual is expected to be amply aware of what goes on 
around him. in his own specific sphere as well as in other 
(related and unrelated) spheres. But students also need to 
be educated, especially in our part of the world where the 
family is not fulfilling the fundamental task of bringing its 
members up effectively and reliably. 

There is what we may call an information or knowledge 
problem in our society, where many people do not read and 
are not curious to pursue facts enthusiastically and aggres- 
sively. Most people would rather watch a soap opera on 
television or sit doing nothing for hours than watch a pro- 
gramme on wildlife in Asia or read a book. This reflects 
itself, negatively and acutely, in the absence of facts and 
figures in much of our formal and informal discourse. 
What do we know about democracy, for example? 
Precisely and accurately, that is, and not generally and 
vaguely. What do we know about our environment, our 
economy, our history, our religion, etc. — aside from 


hearsay? 

But there is also a problem (a more serious one) with 
applying knowledge and putting information to good use. 
Many people know they should not titter, for example, but 
they do. They know that removing a stone from the street 
is an act of piety and a duty, but they do not do it. They 
know that our region is in dire need of water and that they 
should economise, but they waste a great deal of it. 

Teaching and education are, of course, often (may be 
even always) interdependent. When one teaches, one is 
clearly educating, and vice versa. Nevertheless, the two 
are, at some level distinctly different activities and require 
different skills and approaches. Education is also broader 
and more encompassing than teaching. 

The problem with most of our “educational” institutions 
(notice the misnomer here) is that they have confined 
themselves almost exclusively to the task of teaching. As 
is well-known, our Ministry of Education is literally called 
“The Ministry of Education and Teaching" — “Education" 
coming before ’Teaching." But as is well-known also, 
much of its work pours in the channel of “Teaching" rather 
than in that of “Education." There is education to be sure, 
but a) it is not today as it was in the past (say, three decades 
ago when the school played a much more important role in 
shaping the student’s personality than today — regardless 
of how happy or unhappy we are about the correctness or 
incorrectness* of the methods it used to achieve such noble 
end) and b) it is by no means at the level and of tbe calibre 
and quality that we desire. Most “teachers" are simply 
“teach-ers" or “instruct-ors," not educators. At many of 
our private schools (though certainly not all) the picture is 
not thar much different. 

It is interesting that we use the word “educator” when we 
refer to our teachers today either only in our highJy-rhetor- 
ical, highly embellished speeches on the various celebra- 
tive occasions or pejoratively and cynically when we make 


fun of certain teachers. .. 

What is said about our schools can also be smd abou our 

universities. Education, in reality, receives ver> ^ 
tion. Most of what we do is communicate information to 
students. Outside the classroom, not much happens — 
except to a small minority of students. 

There are many reasons why our educational institutions 
have neglected (in some cases entirely abandoned) their 
central role, among which is the overall deterioration in 
the education profession. It may also be that it is easier for 

our institutions to teach than to educate. 

What do we do? The first thing is to have our education- 
al institutions themselves make it a priority (and not a 
mere lip-service) to educate. Once this is done, general and 
specific plans, steps, projects can be worked out to make 
sure that our students not only learn but also appreciate 
what they learn and leam to apply. Ample attention needs 
to be given to extracurricular activities, to the aenve 
involvement of students in che life of the institution, and to 
the quality of students' attitude and behaviour. There is a 
need for more dialogue between the institution and the stu- 
dents (one which encourages them to express what they 
feel freely), so as to get at the roots of the problem, as well 
as more firmness and strictness in the translation of our 
educational ideals. 

Today, more so than at any other time before, we need 
from our institutions to play their educational role effec- 
tively. It is indeed a big loss and a big shame that the so 
many years of schooling fail to make a positive impact on 
the student’s attitude and behaviour. Many people — - the 
rich as much as the poor, the learned as much as the illit- 
erate; in eastern Amman as much as in western Amman — 
still throw trash from their car windows unhesitatingly and 
unashamedly? Does not this say something about our edu- 
cational process? 



Turkey’s Erbakan in 
East- West tightrope act 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey, 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organistion’s (NATO) pre- 
dominantly Muslim mem- 
ber, is moving closer to 
neighbours Iran and Iraq in 
a difficult tightrope act 
between East and West that 
threatens to make no one 
happy. 

Turkey's first Islamist 
premier, Necmettin 

Erbakan, went to Iran on 
his first major foreign visit 
and made coinciding over- 
tures to Iraq, another coun- 
try marked for isolation by 
the United States. 

A $23 billion gas deal 
with Iran, signed on 
Monday in Tehran in Mr. 
Erbakan's presence, has 
been criticised by 
Washington. U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren 
Christopher said on 
Tuesday there was a risk 
that the deal could violate a 
new U.S. law punishing 
companies that invest $40 
million or more in energy 
projects in Iran or Libya in 
a year. 

The gas agreement had 

been under discussion with 
Iran for years by a succes- 
sion of governments and 
enjoys support beyond Mr. 
Erbakan's Welfare Party. 

• Mr. Erbakan rebuffed the 
United States, saying 
Turkey would not permit 
third country interference 
in its foreign policy. 

Even Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller, the leader of a 
pro-Western conservative 
party which is the junior 
partner in Mr. Erbakan's 
government and who has 
repeatedly countered his 
announcements in public, 
came out in support of the 
deal. 

“We are supportive of the 
natural gas agreement.. -Let 
our good relations with Iran 
continue ” she said in 


remarks carried by 
Turkey’s Anatolian news 
agency on Monday, adding 
that Iran in turn should not 
support Kurdish separatist 
rebels fighting Ankara. 

Although the agreement 
with Iran would supply 
Turkey with natural gas for 
23 years, political analysts 
said the benefits of upset- 
ting Western allies for bet- 
ter ties with Tehran were 
far from clear. 

Turkish security officials 
often say that Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) guer- 
rillas attack Turkish border 
posts from Iranian soil. But 
Mr. Erbakan has yet to 
announce that he has per- 
suaded Tehran to tighten 
the two countries’ common 
borders against incursions 
into Turkey by the PKK. 

“Their interests and 
intentions are conflicting. 
Iran has interests of its own 
which sour the relation- 
ship.” said Dogu Ergil. a 
professor studying 

Turkey's ties with the 
Middle East. 

On the other side of the 
equation, Mr. Erbakan has 
failed to annul a recent mil- 
itary training agreement 
with Israel as demanded by 
Iran and many other 
Islamic countries. He had 
promised to scrap it before 
he came to power. 

“By definition Turkey, a 
secular democracy, is a 
dangerous country for 
Iran." Mr. Ergil said. 

Turkey and Iran have 
vied for influence in the 
Turkic republics in 
Caucasus and Central Asia 
since the break-up of the 
Soviet Union. 

While in Iran, Mr. 
Erbakan has also talked of 
strengthening ties with 
Syria and Iraq and a possi- 
ble summit bringing the 
four countries together. 


Two Turkish ministers are 
in Baghdad to improve ties. 

Mr. Ergil said Arab coun- 
tries feared that Turkey 
might try to dominate the 
region as did tbe Ottoman 
empire it replaced. 

“Welfare is p n> Eastern 
in the sense that it wants 
Turkey's leadership of the 
Muslim World,” Mr. Ergil 
said. “It has dreams of 
Ottoman grandeur. Islam is 
a leverage for imperial 
aims and much of the 
Middle East is not comfort- 
able with that.” 

The liberal Yeni Yuzyil 
said in an editorial; “One 
theory is that Erbakan is 
seeking to force a serious 
rift in Turkey's ties with the 
West. In such a crisis. 
Erbakan will try and adopt 
a stance of dignity, honour, 
nationalism and not bowing 
to big powers which will 
score points domestically." 

Whatever its motive, Mr. 
Erbakan’s Middle East pol- 
icy appears to have upset 
Mrs. Ciller, who has stayed 
in Ankara during Mr. 
Erbakan's 10-day trip to 
Iran and Asia, and tbe secu- 
larist establishment 

Diplomats say the foreign 
ministry, which prides itself 
as being a bastion of secu- 
larism, is very unhappy 
about Mr. Erbakan and his 
party's apparent take-over 
of foreign policy. 

But Western diplomats 
say it would take more to 
separate Turkey, with its 
long-standing ties with the 
West and its strategic 
geopolitical position, from 
the Western camp. 

“These are gestures, part- 
ly for domestic consump- 
tion. that are worrying 
signs of his (Mr. Erbakan's) 
possible intentions but it 
will take more than that to 
break Turkey from the 
West," a diplomat said. 


Free trade? Don’t sell us that 


By Sara Dillon 

MEXICO CITY — Not so long ago, Rosa 
Molina felt she was doing pretty well in 
life. But now. like many Mexicans, she 
feels as if she’s been mugged by a 19- 
month economic crisis. Her once-sonny 
outlook has withered to a brooding cyni- 
cism. 

Ms. Molina’s monthly salary as a stitcher 
in a garment factory rose during the early 
.1990s to about $700 a month, and she.even . 
began thinking about- buying a modest 
hquse. Then. in December 1594, the gov- 
ernment devalued the peso by 40 per cent 
and soon Ms. Molina was laid off. A single 
mother in her 20s, she searched for work for 
six months before pleading her way into 
another factory — at $160 a month. 

“Now they pay me whatever they want,” 
Ms. Molina says bitterly, pulling her 3- 
year-old son close to her skirt during an 
interview in Mexico City’s central plaza. In 
recent months, she has been nursing her 
anger over Mexico's economic calamity. 
Like many of her compatriots, she suspects 
that Mexico's association with the United 
States and Canada in the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) is one 
cause of her downward slide. Meanwhile, 
she has followed with fury the reports that 
Raul Salinas, the brother of the former pres- 
ident, Carlos Salinas de Gortari, amassed 
more than $120 million during his brother's 
tenure and that his partners included some 
of Mexico's wealthiest oligarchs. 

“It’s frightening, because all this thievery 
is just sinking our country further,” Ms. 
Molina said. 

In other words, disgust with corruption 
and with NAFTA are intertwined in her 
mind: Like many Mexicans, ever cynical 
about their officials, she is skeptical of any 
deals they make. 

Opinion polls show that Ms. Molina’s 
bruised perceptions about her country’s 
economy, the job market and how NAFTA 
and political graft may be hurting both are 
shared by many Mexicans. And it matters 
little to them that Mexican and American 
officials and economists believe something 
quite different: That the country has begun 
a robust recovery, that the scandals are hav- 
ing little effect on the marketplace, and that 
NAFTA has in fact helped Mexico. 

The case for NAFTA 

Experts, for example, make a convincing 
case that Mexico’s misery has been caused 
not by NAFTA but by the government’s 
clumsy devaluation of the peso in 
December 1994 and by tbe subsequent 
recession. In that context, the trade treaty, 
which was preceded by reforms opening 
Mexico to foreign investment, seems 
almost certainly to have saved Mexico from 
meltdown. When the crisis came, the 
Clinton administration assembled a $50 bil- 
lion package of emergency loans, offered 
by the United States and other govern- » 
ments, which stabilised the peso, partly 
because NAFTA had irrevocably tied 
Mexico's economy to the United States. 
(Mexico eventually borrowed $12.5 billion 
from the United States, about three-quarters 
of which it has repaid). 

From the first months of the crisis early 
last year, tire, auto and other manufacturers, 
vegetable farmers and other stricken 
Mexicans took advantage of the peso deval- 
uation and the reduced trade barriers to 
greatly increase north-bound exports: 
Mexico has enjoyed hefty trade surpluses 
with the United States ever since. (During 
the first four months of this year, the sur- 
plus was $2.6 billion). The surging exports 
have helped create new jobs to replace 
some of those lost. So it is clear that most 


Mexicans would be in far worse shape 
today without NAFTA. 

But that's isn't how many Mexicans see 
it. among them truckers and other business- 
men who complain that the treaty’ has 
threatened them with overwhelming 
American competition. A national sounding 
taken in June by the Mexico City newspa- 
per Reforma found that 67 per cent of 
Mexicans believed that the government was 
having little or no success with the free- 
trade treaty. That marks a considerable shift 
from 1993. before the treaty took effect, 
when Mexicans were vastly more hopeful 
than Americans ; ,or Canadians about the 
pact. 

Today citizens in all three countries view 
the treaty with suspicion. 

Mexican views have grown gloomier on 
other topics as well. Reforma’s June poll 
found that 86 per cent of Mexicans believe 
that the economy has either not improved, 
or has actually worsened, since the dust set- ^ 
tied after the crash last year; 64 per cent W- 
expect it to remain mired at its current level 
or deteriorate further in 1997. 

Grumpiness reigns 

It is also a common view that wanton 
looting of the public treasury by the last 
government helped plunge the country into 
crisis, and eight out of 10 Mexicans believe 
that the current president. Ernesto Zedillo, 
is making “little or no progress at all” 
against corruption, the poll indicates. “The 
Mexican people were far more optimistic 
during the last presidency.'' said Rafael 
Gimdnez, Reforma's 31 -year-old chief poll- 
ster. “Now they're grumpy and unhappy ” 

The contrast between these dispirited 
public sentiments and the views voiced by 
officials here and in Washington could 
hardly be raoe dramatic. Mr. Zedillo and 
Treasury Secretary Guillermo Ortiz have 
repeatedly said Mexico's economy is 
showing signs of mounting vigour, 
although Mr. Ortiz acknowledged that “it 
will be at least a few years before we're 
able to reach the levels of consumption that 
we had before the crisis." 

In an interview, the United States ambas- 
sador to Mexico. James Jones, insisted that 
the corruption scandals were not slowing 
growth, especially as measured by invest- 
ment. Direct foreign investment — money A 
spent to build factories or otherwise expand** 
businesses, as opposed to indirect invest- 
ments in the money markets — dropped to 
$5.5 billion in 1995 from a peak of $8 bil- 
lion in 1994, but is rebounding and is likely 
to hit $10 billion this year, Mr. Jones said. 
“The ongoing investigation of Raul Salinas 
does not appear to have affected foreign 
direct investment," he said. 

On this issue there is considerable debate, 
however. “In several recent cases the effects 
of the political scandals have been straight- 
forward, 1 said Jonathan Heath, an econo- 
mist in Mexico City. Last month a string of 
Mexico’s most eminent businessmen 
acknowledged that they had conducted 
murky financial transactions, still under 
investigation, with Ratil Salinas, who is in 
jail here on murder and illegal enric hm ent 
charges. Shortly thereafter. Mexico's stock 
market took a huge tumble, and several of 
the companies hurt most were those led by 
Mr. Salinas's newly revalued partners, Mr. 
Heath said. 

There s been an increase in investors’ 
perception of risk, derived from the scan- 
dals and other things, which cause people to 
ask how events in Mexico will all mm out,” 

Mr. Heath said. 

The New York Times 
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Mid-summer season warms up travel plans 


Local press reports, maijy tabloid, and two weeks ofsoec 

U tfu°*M Ve !Zn POin J 8 tQ Changes living the 1 (mce 

of Her Majesty Queen tiocr and that of the Prime Minister 
The reports centred J the possible consideration of the 
pnmiotion of Prime ^Uny Office Director Sal™ K^ir to 
Director of the Quef s Office at Ma ’wa Palace. Where 

S Ambass^n frit* Queen ' s current office director. 

s^Z ^i r t £ r aU ? Um ’ n ° ° ne **"•* or no one is 
mthispoim Kp d we are told * J"* conjecture 

* * * * 

TAKING STOCK: Amman Financial Market Director 
Umaya Toukanjs tipped to become Jordan ’s ambassador to 
the European Onion and Belgium and non-resident ambas- 
sador to Luxembourg and the Netherlands. Once the 
appointment f made official, Mr. Toukan. who for the past 
five years ha) headed the AFM. is expected to head to his 
new post in Brussels in about two months. Who will suc- 
ceed him at the ever-expanding Amman stock market is still 
in question) According to one theory, however. Dr. Taleb 
Rifai, director of the Investment Promotion Corporation, 
might double as both IPC head and AFM director. 


OFF AGAIN: Here only two short years, the U.S. 

embassy 's Deputy Chief of Mission Robert Beecroft has 
been given another mission. It will be back to Europe for 
Mr. Beecroft whose posting prior to Amman was to the U.S. 
mission to NaTO headquarters in Brussels. Mr. Beecroft 
has been appointed special U.S. envoy to Bosnia. He and 
his wife Mete will leave Amman at the end of August and 
move back Uto their home in Washington, D.C. From there 
Mr. Beecroft will take up his assignments in long, temporary 
duties to Bbsnia. Mrs. Beecroft who while in Jordan 
worked as at administrative staff member of the Ministry of 
Water andf Irrigation on a large U.S. Agency for 
Intemationil Development (USAID) project, will most like- 
• her career at the Department of State. The rather 


sudden change has not yet resulted in the naming of Mr. 
Beecroft's successor. We 'U just have to wait and see. We do 
know, however, that the Beecrofts will be sorely missed by 
the many friends they leave behind. 


* * * * 


Iv resume 


BACK TO SEOUL: Also leaving Jordan after a two-year 
tour of duty is Korean First Secretary and Consul. Min 
Kyong-Ho. Mr. Min will be heading back to base in late 
August with fond memories of Jordan and Jordanians and 
of his short stay here. "While regretting this early depart 
ture, I am proud to say that I fully enjoyed living in this 
beautiful country with its charming people" he says. “ Our 
contacts have served to cement further the already existing 
strong bonds of friendship and cooperation between our 
two peoples. All the best wishes to the Mins from all of 
their friends in Jordan. 


MOVES IN THE NEWS ROOM: Reuters news agency, 

it is said that when one person is reassigned to a posting, 
that single event starts off a chain reaction. Within the end 
of summer changes slated for the Amman bureau of the 
international agency is that of Bureau Chief Jack Redden. 
Mr. Redden will head to Nicosia, to become chief sub-edi- 
tor on the Middle East and Africa desk. He says although 
his three years in Jordan were for the most pan exciting, it 
war time for a change. He’s thankful the move comes dur- 
ing the summer break so that he and his wife Katherine can 
get their two boys settled into school and their eight-month- 
old daughter, who way bom in Amman, accustomed to her 
new surroundings. Mr. Redden expects he will continue to 
travel much in the region as he did from Amman. His suc- 
cessor is Dominic Evans who has been working at the 
agency’s Cairo office. The Amman office, however, will 
lose one of its most valuable and experienced correspon- 
dents . Rana Sabbagh who is moving to Reuters regional 
office in Dubai. Ms. Sabbagh, who has been with Reuters 


for eight years in the Amman office, will be working in that 
office which covers the sic Gulf Cooperation Council states, 
plus Iran and Yemen. Her reporting will most likely focus 
on economics and the political transformations in the Gulf 
area particularly as concerns the Arab- Israeli peace 
process. Her job starts Oct. 1. so there is still plenty of time 
left for her many friends and colleagues . especially from the 
Jordan Times, where she first launched her career, to say 
farewell. With so many good-byes we are appreciative of 
the chance to welcome back old friends: Richard and 
Fatima Reid who are visiting Jordan at the invitation of 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan and Princess San'ath. Richard 
was regional director of UNICEF from 1986 until 1991 and 
Fatima’s dedication to supporting mental health has taken 
her to various countries in the Middle East and abroad, 
most currently the Al Ma’wel hospital Richard finds 
Amman “ prettier than ever, busier than ever" and is moved 
by a “ wonderful rush of nostalgia”. We wish them and their 
daughters a lovely stay. 

* * * * 

MARKING A MILESTONE: Middle East Airlines ( MEA ) 
celebrates its 50th anniversary and to help mark the occa- 
sion, its general sales agent ( GSA ) Amin Kawar & Sons, the 
large shipping agency, is throwing a party at the home of 
Tawfiq Kawar on Aug. 25. This Kawar family tie goes back 
a long way with MEA — nearly 30 years ago when Gulf- 
bound MEA flights transited through Aqaba, and the Kawar 
services entrepreneurs would lodge the then Greek crews at 
their Aqaba facilities. MEA has daily round-trip flights 
between Amman and Beirut with connections to Europe. 
For those who may be interested. MEA has recently begun 
a Beirut-Sao Paulo route. According to MEA General 
Manager Elias Awad, the invitation list for the Aug. 25 
reception is nearly 800-strong from the cabinet, other 
senior public officials, private clients and many, many 
friends. 


MORE GOLDEN ANNIVERSARIES: Lebanese star 

Majda Roumi will be back in Anwum soon, this time to sing 
a gala dinner held under the patronage of Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen Noor, to mark the 50th anniver- 
sary of InterContinental Hotels and Resorts, What is even 
nicer is that all proceeds from the event will go in another 
organisation celebrating its 50 years — die United Nations 
Children j Fund ( UNICEF). With construction works near- 
ing completion, a date has not yet been confirmed, but the 
hotel is looking at a date between mid- to end of September. 
The InterContinental, we're sure, will keep us apprised of 
future developments in this regard. 


IT’S OLE TIME: Chico and the Gipsys ex la Fiesta Mora, 
the musical group that formed in the wake of the break up 
of the Gipsy Kings, are coming to Jordan for three nights of 
performances starting Aug. 27. Chico ct la Fiesta Mora 
are famous also for their Arabic version of "Tahiti Bina 
Yahla. " The first performance will be held at the Roman 
Amphitheatre in Amman. The next night. Aug. 2S, there will 
be a gala dinner performance at the Philadelphia Hotel. 
This particular night's show will be preceded by two open- 
ing acts by Iraqi jazz/turadi vocalist Ilham Madfa 7 and the 
Gitano Band. And the final fandango, on Aug. 29. will take 
place in the mineral rich air of the Dead Sea at the Dead 
Sea Spa Hotel. The events are being held under the patron- 
age of a long-time fan of flamenco-rock HRH Princess 
Rania Abdullah, and is being sponsored by Al Qasr Hotel, 
Pepsi Cola Company. Royal Jordanian and Fiat Car 
Company among others. The much publicised event is the 
entertainment fancy of Azzam Fakher El Din, assistant 
manager ofAl Qasr Hotel. 


Jennifer Hamarneh 
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Brittle republic 

Lebanon: A Shattered Country 
fly Elizabeth Picard 

Holmes and Meier, New York and London 1996, 
£29.95/ n»Slv\ 


THE TfTLE may not lie inventive, but Lebanon: A 
Shattered Country is an original and penetrating 
accouiit of the creation of Lebanon, its social make-up 
and jts contemporary history. 

Despite covering all the old ground from the reign of 
the £>ruze amirs under the Ottoman Empire to the cre- 
ation of Greater Lebanon in 1920 and on to the outbreak 
offcivil war in 1975 and its conclusion, the author offers 
a refreshing account that is both concise and compre- 
hensive. The book really comes into its own by bringing 
the reader right up-to-date with the current post-war 
politics of Lebanon and by giving a trenchant evalua- 
tion of Lebanon's viability as a political entity. 

Picards' assessment of Lebanon's new peace, based 
on the Taif Accord of 1989 and the ensuing constitu- 
tional amendments of the 1990s, gives an excellent 
insight into the way in which Lebanon's post-war polit- 
ical system contains, still, the seeds of its own downfall. 
She cites a number of features of the country’s post-war 
political system which highlight how precarious the 
new peace might be. First and foremost is the way in 
which the new peace has confirmed and reinforced 
political sectarianism. A new war-induced notion of 
communal identity was enshrined in the Taif Accord 
and in fact serves to empower Syrian hegemony which 
has been built upon its role as official arbiter of 
Lebanon's communal conflicts. 

Second, in Lebanon's post-war political system, pres- 
idential supremacy has been replaced by a triumvirate 
regime. The president now has to share power with his 
prime minister and the speaker of parliament, each of 
whom has the power of veto over the other two. The nsk 
of such a power-sharing arrangement is that it can lead 
to a political impasse if there is no agreement, with the 
winner proving to be the one with the closest ties to 
Damascus, the final arbiter, frime Minister Rafik 
Hariri's resignation as prime minister — on three sepa- 
rate occasions in the recent past — because of 
Parliament Speaker Nabih Beri's opposition to bullish 
reconstruction plans is evidence of the dangerous paral- 
ysis into which the country can fall. _ 

Lebanon’s structural alliance with Syria, confirmed by 
numerous bilateral accords, is cited as yet another fea- 
ture of the country’s political system Ins cfear Aat 
Lebanon is firmly entrenched in the Syrian orbit, and 
one wonders what sort of setf^ivuig ^is 
Israelis were working on if one of the undeclared aims 
of the recent Grapes of Wrath mihtay exerc^ was te 
drive a wedge between Lebanon and Syria. Sym t has 
manipulated the balance of forces 
way that its presence in Lebanon has ^become mdis- 
pensable, though sorely resented by the Lebanese. 
P Suhows*at although most Ubanese ^ recog- 
nise that no one group can assert itself over the others, 
the state is far from being founded ^^o^con- 
sensus While the inhabitants of consensus democracies 
such as Switzerland and the Netherlands : have a desire 

to Live together, the Lebanese 
describes as an “obligation to hve tog«te. “ I obhga 
don which arises neither from idealism 
There has been talk M of a new Utanese 
national spirit in the wake of toe Grap« or 

Operation. Scarf’s Ttao^lieved that Lebanese 
timely reminder *? rancoliro fcommunitari- 

society s Lebanon up. both in the past 

Md W at“ p^ as a kittle republic _ Middle East 

International. 

Giles Trendle 


Bangladesh fights growing drug abuse 


By Anis Ahmad 
Reuter 

DHAKA — Abdul Baset 
took his first-shot oft what 
he called “liqtud fire” at 
the ago of 14'. New, five 
years later, he is injecting 
nimself with Pathedine, a 

E ainkiller used in local 
ospitals, in Dhaka's lush 
green Suhrawardy Park. 

‘It keeps me flying," 
said the 19-year-old, smil- 
ing but struggling to keep 
his eyelids open. “Drugs 
are my first love." 

His friends were already 
high but still aware that 
police might charge in, 
not to take them to prison 
or lecture them, but to 
take money iu return for 
allowing the addicts to 
continue doping undis- 
turbed, addicts said. 

“We are always hounded 
by these greedy eyes," 
Baset said about the 
policemen. “But there is 
no way out'’ 

Health officials say 
some 300,000 Banglade- 
shis regularly use drugs, 
which include Pathedine, 
hashish, marijuana, co- 
caine, heroin and Phen- 
sidyl syrup smuggled 
from India, 

About one million oth- 
ers take drugs occasional- 


ly but risk fast becoming 
addicts, said Dr. A.A. 
Quoreshi, secretary-gen- 
eral of die Mukti Law- 
rence Foundation in 
Dhaka, one of the coun- 
try’s premier centres for 
treating drug addicts. 

“Drug addiction is inc- 
reasing at an alarming 
rate," he told Reuters. 
“It's high time to do 
something (to halt the 
trend) before it’s too late," 
Dr. Quoreshi said. 

Dr. Quoreshi and his 
staff of 38 have treated 
more than 6,000 addicts 
since opening his small, 
50-bed clinic m 1988. 

“We are trying to 
increase beds and improve 
facilities as the number of 
patients is increasing 
fast," Dr. Quoreshi said. 

Patients were seen lying 
on the floor between rows 
of beds, and in the corri- 
dor. 

Dr. Quoreshi said he 
uses motivation rather 
than force as the principal 
method of his treatment. 

“While conducting grad- 
ual withdrawal from the 
habit, we organise lij 
entertainment for 
addicts, such as a daily 
musical performance by 
the patients," he said. 

But he said patients who 



A young drug addict has a dose of Pathedine injected in his leg by a friend on a sidewalk in the busy Bangladesh 
capital of Dhaka. Police say thousands of Dhaka residents — young and old, male and female — take drugs regu- 
larly (Reuter photo) 


are cured and sent home 
often return to the clinic 
“fully drowned in drugs 


a^ain.' 


Quoreshi said he had 
requested more funds 



A Bangla deshi drug addict takes a deep, long puff on a pipe full of burning hashish at Dhaka's Suhrawardy Park. 
Health officials say some 300,000 Bangladeshis regularly use drugs, mostly smuggled from India, and around one 
miHion others are likely to join the growing army of addicts soon (Reuter photo) 


from the European Union, 
which has helped Mukti 
expand its structural and 
clinical facilities. 

Dr. Quoreshi in part 
blames drug addition on 
parents who fail to keep 
their children on the right 
track. Other major factors 
that lead to drug addiction 
include frustration over 
unemployment, poverty, a 
disturbed family life and 
failed love. 

Addicts come from all 
strata of life. They include 
adults and children, males 
and females, students, 
bureaucrats, rickshaw- 
pullers and truck drivers, 
doctors at Mukti and other 
clinics said. 

Drug addicts steal from 
their homes, become 
involved in robberies or 
bigger crimes to collect 
money for drugs that are 
easily available in Dhaka 
and m other Bangladeshi 
cities. 

The drugs take an enor- 
mous health toll, addicts 
and officials said. Doctors 
said many addicts suf- 
fered kidney failure, lung 
problems, liver damage 
and other complications. 

Those who cannot 
afford a full dose share 
drugs and needles with 


others, despite the risk of 
contamination. Then they 
fight for whatever they 
can grab to eat. 

“The throat becomes dry 
and voice soars after you 
give a few quick puffs on 
a cigarette stuffed with 
hashish,” said one jour- 
nalist who recently kicked 
the drug habit. 

“I used to feel hungry 
but couldn't eat much. 
Gradually I lost my 
health." he told Reuters. 

One night lust week, 
Bangladesh’s Home (In- 
terior) Minister Rafiqul 
Islam strolled some of 
Dhaka's backstreets to see 
things for himself. He 
stepped into a drug den, 
witnessed the sale and 

E urchase of drugs and 
ow they were adminis- 
tered, police said. 

As he did not disclose 
his identity, the addicts 
told their tales to the min- 
ister and complained that 
Phensidyl, a now-banned 
cough syrup containing 
alcohol, was becoming 
costlier as the government 
tightened its border with 
India. 

Mr. Islam later told 
reporters he was alarmed 
by seeing the “enormity of 
the drug problem.” 
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BThis Week 


By Jean-Cfaude Elias 


Trust ‘em 

bm u^m mmsMM 


APART FROM the. usual technical characteristics of 
Personal Computers (PCs), eventual new software and the 
much promoted Internet, one of the key subject often dis- 
cussed by PC users is the overall reliability of the systems 
— that is of hardware and software working together. 

All those who know nothing of the pro* Windows era 
take it for granted that computers shouldn’t normally fail. 
They have come to such an intimate relationship with 
their PC, they need it so much, that life without it seems 
inconceivable. For them a computer failure, a technical 
breakdown is tantamount to having a heart attack. Indeed, 
companies who provide maintenance services in Amman 
often say that people are so desperate when they call for 
repair that they sound like calling a doctor for an emer- 
gency. 

If they only knew that the first electronic computers 
would fail and need repair several times a day. Yes, the 
early machines, built in the forties around vacuum tubes 
technology were everything but reliable. But of course 
they were manipulated by scientists only and could by no 
means be called “personal” computers. 

Today PCs have reached a very high level of reliability. 
Considering the complexity of what is going on in the 
chips, the extremely advanced technology inside a com- 
puter cabinet, the flabbergasting speed at which it runs, 
and the imperfections of die commercially supplied elec- 
trical power, it's even a wonder that PCs do not break 
down more often. 

Nevertheless, those who buy a computer for home or 
office use should not have to imagine the situation of elec- 
tronic dgtfl processing pioneers back in the forties and be 








happy in comparison. They are entitled to some real peace 
of mind and should feel they can trust PCs and operate 


them safely. 


While modem systems are indeed very reliable, as I said 
above, there are simple measures one can take to increase 
reliability. On the contrary, some users treat their machine 
in a way that certainly decreases reliability and make the 
whole system highly prone to failures. 

While this column cannot provide a comprehensive list 
of technical recommendations aimed to help users 
increase their computers reliability, any reputable vendor 
should be able to do so and trusted accordingly. 

It is however certain that assembling PCs yourself — a 
trendy thing to do — without making sure of the absolute 
compatibility between all components is risky. Those who 
enjoy installing and un-installing software without having 
a good knowledge and control of what they’re doing are 
also at risk. Otherwise a well-maintained machine, oper- 
ated by trained people, fed with clean power — through a 
quality electronic stabiliser for instance — and away from 
physical abuse, should statistically run for a couple of 
years without a glitch. 

If, on the contrary, conditions are reversed a PC may fail 
every other week. That would still be better than comput- 
ers in the forties. 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 

... Thursday, August 15, 1996 News m English 


News In English 
Freochie 

Short Story Cinema “Missing Parents’ 
Nelson's Column 


3:00 Holy Koran 

3:05 Double Dragon 

3:30 The New Three Stooges 

■ 3:35 • N:B.A. Basketball ’ 

4:30 Take Your Pick (Game Show) 

5:00 French Programme — Cirque 

5:30 Show — Surprise Sur Prise 

7:00 Le Journal 

7: 15 Magazine — Ushuaia 

7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 Carol* Company 

8:00 Taratata (Songs' & Music) 

9: 10 Star Trek — The Next Generation 

10:00 News In English 

10:25 Feature Film — Deadly Invasion 

Starring: Robert Hays & Nancy Stafford 
Ji; {M 12:0Q. ^family Matters ... ~ 


Monday, August 19, 1996 


5:15 

.3. : 3Q /-.fit 


Friday, August 16, 1996 


3:00 

Holy Koran 

8:00 

3.-05 

Dumb & Dumber 

8:15 

3:30 

Bush School 

9:10 

3:45 

Name Your Adventure 

10:00 

4:10 

Crystal Maze 

10:25 

5:00 

French Programme — Les Polluards 

11:10 

5-30 

Telefilm — Aventure Dans Le Grand 
Nord/Bar 

7:00 

Le Journal 


7:15 

Magazine — Alio La Terre 

- 

7:30 

News Headlines 


735 

' Growing Pains 


8:00 • 

Nasty Boys 


8:45 

Secret Weapons 


9:10 

The Wanderer 

3:00 

10:00 

News In English 

3:05 

10:15 

. Feature Film — A Lovely Way To Die • 

3-20 


Starring: Kirk Douglas & Sylva Koscina 

3:40 


Holy Koran 

Adventure On The Rainbow Pond 

Richie Rich 

Playabout 

Gillette World Sport 
Hey Dad 

French Programme — Sciences Cartoon 
Children Programme — La Vie Devant Moi 
Game Show — Pyramide , '' 

Magazine -y La Marche Du Siecle/Part Two 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Science — Cinq Sur Cinq 
News Headlines 

The Hypnotic World Of Paul McKenna 
Milner Fenwitck “New Baby Care” 

Matlock 

Autism — A World Apart 
News In English 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
Mancuso (FBI) 


Tuesday, August 20, 1996 


Saturday, August 17, 1996 


Holy Koran 
Moo min 
Pumpkin Patch 
Blue Heelers 
Big Brother Jake 

French Programme — Sciences Cartoon 
' Children Programme — La Vie Devant Moi 
Game Show — Pyramide 
Serie — Chateau Vallon 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Faut Pas Rever 
News Headlines 
The Torkelsorts 
The Album Show 
Miami Vice (Police Drama) 

Prism (Domestic Violence) 

News In English 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
Feature Film — The Color Purple 
Starring: Danny Glover & Whoopie 
Goldberg 


Holy Koran 

Iris — The Happy Professor 
Captain Planet 
Hot Shots (Sports) 

Bob Morrison Show 
AJf (Comedy) 

French Programmes — Sciences Cartoon 
Document — La Vie Devant Moi 
Game Show — Pyramide 
Varieties — Hommage A Michel Berger 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Ushuaia 
News Headlines 
Blossom (Comedy) 

Documentary 
Encounter (Talk Show) 

Star Trek — The Next Generation 
News In English 
Human Target 
Hawaii 5-0 

My Two Wives (Comedy) 


Wednesday, August 21, 1996 


Sunday, August 18, 1996 


Holy Koran 
The Mask 
Mac & Matiey 
Italian Soccer 

French Programme — Sciences Cartoon 
Children Programme — La Vie Devant Moi 
Game Show — Pyramide 
Magazine — La Marche DuSiede/Part One 
Le Journal 

Magazine. — Sports Et Musique 
News Headlines 
Cinema Cinema Cinema 
American Chart Show 
The Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 
Black's Magic 


Holy Koran 

Iris — The Happy Professor 
Flints tones 

The New Three Stooges 
The Adventures 
Kelly 

The Earth Revealed (Documentary) 
Document — La France Aux 1000 Villages 
Varieties — L’ Invite De Marque 
Document — Roule Rourier 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sport Et Musique 
News Headlines 
Evening Shade (Comedy) 

Super Stars Of Action 
Chancer (Drama) 

Hunter 

News In English 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
Bugs 
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Things that make you go oooh! 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


IT CAN be wonderful to be able to admit that you care for 
a place or a person and to be able to share such feelings 
with others. For one thing, sociologists tell us that human 
beings need companionship to be able to live a healthy 
life. Another thing has to do with the security that you will 
never be alone. Not now, not ever! 

This is one side of the coin, the private part The other 
side has to do with society, the public part, a mass of char- 
acters if you prefer. Now, what some people tend to do at 
certain times in their lives is shut out this public part com- 
pletely and never look, nor venture, beyond their private 
world. This is a good idea when it sinks in that out there, 
in our little society full of characters, everything is so full 
of nonsense and crap that at times it just seems far more 
intelligent to shut it out for good. 

Take for example the case of the character trying to 
either justify or apologise for — l have not figured it out 
yet — our hu milia ting participation in the world’s most 
prestigious sporting event in a television interview. Or you 
may have seen the character pretending to be a travelling 
salesman roaming the four comers of his country crying to 
sell ideas way past their sell-by date. One could even men- 
tion the ridiculously low speed limits on some of our 
streets just so that certain characters hiding between the 
bushes in the central reservation can slam a fine. 

Moreover, when a society begins to think that it lives 
alone on an island or that it is experiencing things that no 
other has experienced before — maybe out of ignorance of 
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what has been happening ilsewhere — someone should 
try to explain in the sirapleslterms possible the way things 
are. 

This is because many sorieies have been where we are 
today — embroiled in discourses over war and peace, eco- 
nomic development and restru-furing. modernity — and 
some- have even crossed the threshold into the other side. 
Many however have regressed irro anarchy. 

Either way, apathy towards aid total disillusionment 
with politics and those who practce this “art.' are wide- 
spread in many countries around tht world. For the greater 
part this has to do with failing to teliver on promises of 
economic prosperity and social secirity and the high per- 
centages of unemployment the worloover. 

Taking this last point into consideration, how much can 
we expect our own public servants to achieve in terms of 
the well-being of our society? 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

By Mohammad A. Sbuqair 



BYAPPOINTMENT 

OBSERVATION TEST 


IN each of the above three illustrations there is something that is obviously wrong. 
Can you see, at a glance, what it is? 


b‘ ™ CHALW ARABIC, 


-uanii'/J yji'J r^U 


i.n iioov- •> -ueniirei ..-vi-j 

** Put that in your pipe and smoke. 

Fakkir fil- amr waqbalbu law arad’ta. 


(4) Choose the correct answer. i ■ < » 2 - ! :;rr; 

He-gotxout of. the c qiftmo n r.T’Md'tifecame a 

famous singer. .vuQ ni > t- 

a- rick b- rack c- rock d- ruck e- reck 


** Do as you think besL 


(5) Can you mention a word having two v’s and say 
what it means? 


Ifal ma tarafta munasibao. 


(6) For what do we use rennet? 


** You must come to a decision. 

Y^jib an tasell ela qarar. 


** Are you for or against the suggestion? 

Hal anta muwafiq am mu’aarid lil-iqtirah? 


** I can’t do anything about that 

La heelata lee fee thalik. 


COOKING IS ART 

FRIED BANANAS 


** Act wisely, please. 


Arjook an tatasarraf behikma. 


INGREDIENTS: 


** You know the ins and outs of the problem. 

Innaka ta’rif al-nmshkUa be’athaafeereha. 


6 bananas 
3 T. lemon juice 
3 tsp. sugar 
Sprinkle of cinnamon 
Sprinkle of ginger 
butter or oil for frying 


METHOD: 


JOKES 


* A LADY found a picture in her husband’s pocket and 
decided to divorce him. While showing the picture to the 
court, it became quite clear that it was the one taken dur- 
ing the span of their engagement! 


Fry until light golden brown. 

Add lemon juice, then sugar, cinnamon and ginger. 
Let simmer a few minutes and serve immediately. 
Serves four. 


PUZZLES 


AN IDLE young man was reading the news of the death 
of a rich landlord. Suddenly a look of sadness and deep 
reflection appeared on his face. His friend noticed the 
reaction and asked him. “Why are you so sad and gloomy? 
Is the dead man one of your relatives?” 

“No, my friend. That is, in fact, the reason why I feel so 
sad!” 


(.4) COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING 


SCOTLAND 27186453 LOTS 7293 
LOAN 8367 ■ AND ■ __ 


(B) INSERT THE MISSING NUMBER: 


* THE. TEACHER started his lesson by explaining the 
advantages of eating carrots.'’ 

“Carrots.” said the teacher, “strengthens eyesight and is 
used as the favourite food for rabbits.” 

“How can we know that carrots strengthen our sight? 
asked one of the pnpils. 

“Have you ever seen a rabbit wearing glasses?” the 
teacher inquired. 


84 81 88 \ 

14 12 IS 9 ? a u 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 


Judge a man by his questions rather than by his 
answers. 

-Voltaire, French author-philosopher ( 1694 - 

1778). : 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


It is the nature of man to rise to greatness if greatness 
is expected of him. 

^ ohn Ste *nbeck, American author (1902-1968). 


(1) What is another name for a young eagle? 

(2) What is the origin of the word “terminus?” 

(3) What is a mandarin? 


There is no man so good. who. werehe to submit^ 1 1 

his thoughts and actions to the laws, would not des# M * 
hanging ten times in his life. | jr ’ ■ 

tl533-1592i. el M ° Dtaigne ' Frencii philosopher. | 
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Emma Thompson’s award makes Hollywood history 

*ot Kelsev _ **■ «/ 


By Jim Kelsey 

^IMA THOMPSON, the 
38-year-old English actress 
has created history i n 
Hollywood. She is the first 
to receive Academy Awards 
Oscars — for both acting 
and screen adaptation. 

Her second Oscar was 
awarded recently by the 
Academy 0 f Motion 
Pictures, Arts and Sciences 
for her screen adaptation of 
Sense And Sensibility in 
which she plays the leading 
role of Elinor. 

An accomplished and ver- 
satile professional, she has 
amazed movieland's mo- 
guls by her ability to write a 
screenplay that is as daz- 
zling as her smile. Its econ- 
omy in depicting characters 
and investing the movie 
with a graphically concise 
dramatisation remains true 
to its 19th-century creator. 
Jane Austen. 

A marvellous illustration 
of superb screen writing is 
seen in the opening of Sense 
And Sensibility in which 
Thompson establishes the 
plight of the Dashwood 
family in precise film bites: 
the film audience knows 
much about the widowed 
mother and her three daugh- 
ters before the opening 
credits have concluded — a 
remarkable achievement 

Thompson, who took four 
years to complete the script 
has brought out the comedy 
as well as the romance and 
pathos of her favourite 
author's first novel. 

After studying the writer’s 
letters, she came to regard 
Austen not only as a vivid 


observer of family life and 
rituals but as a wonderful 
biting satirist, full of ironv. 

She believes that the ele- 
gant commentator was a 
comedian and although all 
her books are concerned 
wjth ladies in difficult cir- 
cumstances trying to find a 
husband, they are also about 
the social etiquette of the 
day and the rigorous stan- 
dards of a genteel society 
long since vanished. That is 
the universal appeal of 
Austen that still fascinates 
the public today. 

Thompson has served her 
apprenticeship both to acad- 
emia and the theatre. The 
daughter of actress Phyliida 
Law and the late Eric 
Thompson, a man who cre- 
ated many popular televi- 
sion programmes for chil- 
dren, she began acting with 
the Cambridge Footlights 
Revue when she was an 
undergraduate. 

She graduated in English 
Literature from Newnham 
College and, as a profes- 
sional actress, began on 
television as a comedienne, 
writing and playing in her 
own sketches. Her first 
Oscar was awarded in 1 992 
for her portrayal of 
Margaret Schlegel in 
Howards End. 

Twice nominated 

Thompson was nominated 
twice in 1993 for her sym- 
pathetic. knowing house- 
keeper in The Remains Of 
The Day and the defence 
lawyer in In The Name Of 
The Father. More recently 


she played Carrington the 
controversial painter in the 
movie’s version of the noto- 
rious Bloomsbury set’s 
menage a trois, and the 
witty, acid-mouthed Bea- 
trice in Much Ado About 
Nothing. On the stage she 
has portrayed numerous 
Shakespearean heroines 
with her former husband, 
Kenneth Branagh. 

She also proves to be a 
humorous raconteur in the 
diary she published about 
the making of Sense And 
Sensibility, a beautifully il- 
lustrated volume that also 
includes the shooting script. 
The book tells, in intimate 
detail, the full horrors of 
movie-making, the pre-oc- 
cupations of the director, the 
obsessions of the players, 
camera angles, acting with 
animals and the backstage 
boredom of endless takes 
that the audience never see. 

Thompson records: “The 
beginning of a film is like 
watching a huge newborn 
centipede trying to get up on 
its hundred legs and go for a 
walk. Keeps tripping up 
until it’s worked out how to 
coordinate. Any film will 
take two to three weeks to 
get into its stride — some 
never do...” 

Hilarious anecdotes 

In hilarious anecdotes she 
captures the near madness 
of film-making, recording 
the ups and downs of the 
shoots as well as the choco- 
late and alcoholic binges 
that keep the adrenaline 
flowing. 

She recounts how the 


Taiwanese director, Ang 
Lee — unused to British 
actors or customs — initial- 
ly began the film with a 
Buddhist ritual of medita- 
tion and exercises for the 
actors with them massaging 
each other's “pressure 
points.” 

It made 18-year-old Kate 
Winslet, who plays the pret- 
ty and middle Dashwood 
daughter, scream. Ang, who 
was used to having no input 
from the actors, was some- 
what surprised to receiving 
a lot of back chat about 
inteipretatioa. 

The director took to eating 
pink iced buns for breakfast. 
He then began teaching 
everyone t’ai chi and send- 
ing diem notes. 

One missive to Thompson 
said: “Endearing smirk 

please. Don’t look so old.” 
Another said: “Tty rigorous 
smirk” that made Emma go 
purple with effort. 

Rock-and-roll apparently 
liberated the pelvis and to 
be constantly strapped into 
tight corsets for 15-bour 
days not only caused faint- 
ing fits but proved almost 
impossible for the ladies to 
ride side-saddle. It also 
changed their walking abili- 
ty to an 1 8-century mince. 

Marvellous showcase 

Although she adheres to 
Austenesque propriety 
throughout the film, 
Thompson does depart from 
the original by allowing Eli- 
nor to kiss Edward Ferrars. 

Sense And Sensibility is a 
superb production and a 
marvellous showcase for 



Hugh Grant as Mr. Ferrars and Emma Thompson as Elinor Dashwood in her adaptation of 
Jane Austen’s Sense And Sensibility that won her a second Oscar 


English character actors 
whose formidable talent 
bring Austen's remarkable 
insight into humanity vivid- 
ly to life. The film looks 
beautiful as it tours the 
National Trust’s stately 
mansions set amid the 
romantic English country- 
side. 

In the hunt for husbands. 


Kate Winslet is all youthful 
beauty as Elinor's impetu- 
ous sister, Marianne, who 
ultimately is taught sense by 
experience and finishes up 
on the arm of Alan Rickman 
(Colonel Brandon). 

The men are admirably 
cast with the Greg Wise as 
the dashing fortune-hunter 
John Willoughby; Robert 


Hardy, knee-deep in dogs 
and bonhomie, is a benevo- 
lent Sir John Middleton, and 
Hugh Laurie — whose omi- 
nous droll one-liners are 
delivered with admirable 
liming to Imelda Staunton 
as his empty-headed wife. 

Thompson is considering 
starring with Robert Red- 
ford in the screen adaptation 


of The Horse Whisperer, 
British novelist Nicholas 
Evans's story about a man 
who heals horses. 

However, her future may 
not be acting, which she 
loves, but writing screen- 
plays for which she has an 
obvious talent, and directing 
plays and films — LPS 
Feature. 


MGM future: All systems wait 


By John Horn 
The Associated Press 

SANTA MONICA, Califor- 
nia — Wild Card looked 
like an excellent match: 
Robert Altman, the witty 
maker of The Player, directs 
-mg -Bill Murray, the wacky 
star of Groundhog Day. 
with filming set to start in 
several weeks, the movie’s 
producers stoned securing 
sets and hiring crew. 

Then a French bank said, 
“non,” and the promising 
MGM baseball movie — 
like almost everything else 
at the studio — slammed to 
a dead stop. Murray and 
Altman started looking else- 
where for work. 

Last month's MGM sale 
to a group led by billionaire 
Kirk Kerkorian will surely 
revitalise the studio, which 
in the last six years has 
passed through four owners. 

But until the $1.3 billion 
sale actually closes, expect- 
ed in early fall. MGM’s 
well-regarded management 
team is stuck in celluloid 
limbo, with scores of 
movies ready to go, yet no 
authority to make them. 

Wild Card and the Dustin 
Hoffman movie Brave 
Every Danger are among 
the films MGM hopes to — 
but can't quite yet — get in 
front of cameras. 

“We have a Jot of dungs at 
the starting gate, all ready to 
go." says Mike Marcus, 
who runs Mecro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer's MGM Film Unit. 

Marcus has not “green- 
lit,” or approved, a new film 
all year. John CalJey, 
Marcus* counterpart at 
MGM's United Artists Unit, 
says he has been on an 11- 
month hiatus from making 
new movies. 

"We are in position to get 
started again once this thing 
is concluded," Calley says. 
“The critical event is the 
is no longer for 


company 


sale." 

The studio's release slate 
will be sparse through 
Christinas, bolstered mostly 
by movies produced by 
Rysher Entertainment 
(Kingpin, the upcoming 
House arrest and Two Days 
In The Valley) and only dis- 
tributed by MGM. 

The studio may earn a 
small profit this year, but it 
is currently last among all 
majors in current market 
share, claiming 7.2 per cent 
of all movie tickets sold. 
There are few MGM releas- 
es set for early 1997 or next 
summer. 

When the French bank 
Credit Lyonnais prepared to 
sell MGM earlier this year, 
it stopped pumping new 
funds into the studio. The 
bank, which took control of 
MGM when suspected 
swindler Gian carlo Parretti 
defaulted on loans, had little 
reason to invest in a proper- 
ty it was trying to unload. 

“We got caught in the 
sale.” says David Foster, 
who was going to produce 
Wild Card, Altman’s first 
major studio film since 
1980's Popeye. 

“The bank said, ‘hey, 
we’re selling the company. 
Why should we be spending 
money?’ so (Wild Card) just 
sat there." 

Assuming the bank 
approves the sale to the 
Kerkorian-Ied investors in 
the fall, MGM plans to 
slowly restart its engines. 
Foster hopes to begin Julip, 
based on the Jim Harrison 
novella, near year's end for 
MGM: the 1 8th James Bond 
movie should start filming 
for UA in early 1997; and 
MGM and UA say they 
have scores of good film 
scripts in the works. 

Keith Samples, the chief 
executive officer of Rysher 
Entertainment, says be is 
confident MGM can once 
a«ain be an industry leader. 


• “I have a very positive 
feeling about MGM even 
though Kingpin has been a 
little bit of a disappoint- 
ment,” Samples says from 
the set of the film A Smile 
Like Yours, which he is 

the Greg Kinnear film, 
which Paramount accepted. 

“Just like any marriage, 
we've had our bad 
moments. But I have great 
respect for those guys,” 
Samples says. 

Despite the Wild Card set- 
back, Foster says he looks 
forward to working at 
MGM again. 

Despite the movie short- 
age, senior MGM execu- 
tives say they will not buny 
to bring movies into the- 
atres — a dangerous strate- 
gy made essential in the 
wake of Parretti’s failed 
1990 stewardship. 

When MGM Chairman 
Frank Mancuso, Marcus 
and Calley amved in 1993. 
they found the cupboards 
literally bare — with the 
clock ticking. Credit 
Lyonnais had to sell MGM 
by 1997 under U.S. banking 
laws. In the rush to make 
MGM attractive to buyers, 
MGM either quickly picked 
bad projects or occasionally 
introduced movies clearly 
hurt by the 100 mph pace. 

Michael Keaton's 

“speechless,” for example, 
arrived in 1994 despite a 
problematic script and a 
poor reception from test 
audiences. “If we bad taken 
the time to reshoot the end- 
ing and market the film bet- 
ter, we might have done bet- 
ter on the movie.” says 
Marcus. 

Mancuso says MGM has 
learned from its mistakes. 
And with no sale pending, 
the Gone With The Wind 
studio can afford to be 
patienL 

“There will be a period 


when we will be out of the 
market,” Mancuso says. 
“But we're not going to 
race. When you try to fill 
some supply pipeline, that's 
when you make your worst 
mistakes. 

‘ true of us in 1993 

— I Sunk we made ; pwr. 
worst mistakes early on: ... I 
don't want to rush into any- 
thing. I want to do this 
deliberately.” 

When MGM is fully oper- 
ational, Mancuso says, the 
studio will annually release 
up to 15 films. He also 
hopes to exploit tie-ins with 
Kerkorian ’s MGM Grand 
Hotel in Las Vegas. 

Mancuso notes that 
MGM's television and 
home video divisions are 
healthy, and that the studio 
is planning several direct- 
to- video children’s animat- 
ed films. Within a few 
years, he says, MGM may 
go public. 

Meanwhile. MGM and 
UA are wooing back actors, 
writers, directors and 
agents. Not surprisingly, the 
creative community has 
generally avoided the studio 
for most of 1996 — if 
MGM’s buyer had been 
anyone other than 
Kerkorian. that might have 
meant the end for Mancuso, 
Marcus and Calley. No 
filmmaker wanted to make 
a long-term commitment 
with what could have been 
transitory management. 

Kerkorian. of course, has 
owned and sold MGM 
before — twice. Mancuso 
says the real estate magnate 
won’t meddle in MGM’s 
operations, and Calley is 
convinced Kerkorian wants 
MGM to roar again. 

“I personally believe in 
Kirk Kerkorian with great 
intensity,” Calley says. 
“Look at his hotel. It’s the 
work of a builder, not a tear- 
er-down.” 
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Edinburgh celebrates 50 
years as festivals supremo 


By Jill Sergent 
' Reuter ' ' - 

-f Ji. I . Ij * ' t/m 

aitud 

the ruins and disillusion of 
World War II. the 
Edinburgh Festival rings up 
the curtain for the 50th time 
this month on the largest 
and most versatile arts jam- 
boree in the world. 

For three weeks from 
Aug. 11 to 31, Edinburgh 
bustles around the clock 
with theatre, comedy, opera, 
film, dance, circus, lectures 
and music as the interna- 
tional festival and its asso- 
ciate fringe and film festi- 
vals cram non-stop enter- 
tainment into every comer 
of the Scottish capital. 

What started in 1947 with 
the lofty aim of commemo- 
rating the past and looking 
with optimism to the future 
of mankind, has turned into 
a world showcase that now 
far outshines the pre-war 
music festivals of Salzburg 
and Bayreuth that Edin- 
burgh originally dared to 
emulate. 

As Europe lay smoulder- 
ing in the bitter aftermath of 
World War II, a small but 
determined group of Scot- 
tish and English arts and 
business leaders dreamed of 
bringing the world together 
again through music, the- 
atre, dance and opera. 

“They were all of them 
desperately conscious of the 
possible place of Edinburgh 
as a lighthouse of cultural 
survival in a world where, 
but a few' short months 
before, every human decen- 
cy seemed on the verge of 
extinction,” wrote Owen 
Dudley-Edwards in his his- 
tory of the Edinburgh 
Festival. 


Now firmly , established 
. on the 'artistic world map, 
The fringe and film-festivals 
‘■'‘that grew up afon£side the 
international festival have 
put aside their old rivalries 
for a joint 50th birthday 
party. 

The international festival 
boasts four world pre- 
mieres, including a special- 
ly-commissioned work by 
U.S. contemporary dancer- 
choreographer Mark Morris 
whose productions have 
been one of the highlights 
of recent years. 

The music programme 
opens with Schoenberg's 
“A Survivor from Warsaw” 
— reflecting the sentiments 
of the 1947 festival which 
was launched with a “Songs 
of Praise" cathedral service 
starring soprano Kathleen 
Ferrier. 

The music of Haydn is 
featured in 18 concerts and 
international offerings inc- 
lude German theatre direc- 
tor Peter Stein’s production 
of Chekhov's “Uncle Van- 
ya’’ in Italian with the teatro 
Di Roma and the teatro 
Stabile di Parma. 

The fringe, which started 
with eight companies upset 
at being left out of the 1 947 
event, has mushroomed into 
a 1,238-show festival fea- 
turing more than 9,000 per- 
formers. 

With its hundreds of often 
anarchic, headline-grabbing 
events in venues ranging 
from pubs and church halls 
to a multi-storey car park 
and an Italian delicatessen, 
the fringe has dwarfed the 
international festival. 

Its no-vetting, free-for-all 
policy has in the past 
opened the doors for a host 
of comedy stars including 


Peter Cook. Dudley Moore, 
John Cleese of “Fa why To-* 
wers” fame, actress Emma 
Thompson and Jennifer 
Saunders, creator of the hit 
television show 

“Absolutely Fabulous”. 

Fringe 1996 shows range 
from the complete story of 
the Bible in 90 minutes to a 
stage version of “Reservoir 
Dogs" and a piece called 
“Doors! am” which features 
1 52 entrances and 1 50 exits. 

Wjth circus acts, chil- 
dren's shows, an Amnesty 
International auction and 
numerous other events — 
47 per cent of them suitable 
for non-English audiences 
— one could be forgiven for 
thinking fringe has few new 
directions. 

But Fringe director Hilary 
Strong has come up with 
three new projects to mark 
the 50th year — a circus 
school for 10-16 year olds, 
a national theatre workshop 
and a street art project by 
the Big Issue group which 
helps homeless people. 

“As the fringe hits the 
50th mark, we have created 
special opportunities for 
those groups who haven't 
felt able to take part 
before." Strong said. 

“More than any other arts 
events, the Fringe helps 
young performers get their 
work seen, enables them to 
try out new ideas and 
explore different art forms,” 
she added. 

The film festival — once 
described by late American 
director John Huston as the 
“only film festival that’s 
worth a damn" — kicks off 
with the world premiere of 
the U.S. film “Dragonheart" 
and a celebrity list headed 
by Sean Connery and 


Bernardo Bertolucci. 

■* life' 'film fitiftval looks at 
pop videos for the first time 
and in an eagerly-awaited 
event brings Michael Stipe, 
lead singer of American 
band R.E.M., to Edinburgh 
to launch “Road Movie”. 

The 50ih birthday is 
marked by a retrospective 
of leading films of 1947 
from Germany, Japan, the 
former Soviet Union, Italy, 
the United Slates and 
Britain. 

“We find a kind of mania 
in the movies of 1947, a 
cinematic brilliance com- 
bined with deep uncertain- 
ties about the goodness of 
people," said film festival 
director Mark Cousins. 

Such was the success of 
those early Edinburgh festi- 
vals that the international 
festival was nominated in 
the 1950s for the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

It did not win but the 
nomination showed how far 
die festival had come since 
the modest hopes expressed 
by the Glasgow Herald 
newspaper when the idea 
was first mooted in 1945. 

“Edinburgh, it is true, can- 
not claim like Salzburg to 
be the birthplace of a 
Mozart but as a consolation 
it is worth remembering 
that the young genius was 
only too anxious to leave 
the provincial dullness of 
his native city behind him,” 
it said. 


Sean Connery now stars as computerised dragon 


Bv Jill Serjeant 
Reuier 

EDINBURGH — Sean 
Connerv, onetime Scot- 
tish milkman who be- 
came fictional secret 
agent James Bond, is now 
enjoying a new incarna- 
tion as an 18 -foot-high 
fiery dragon in the most 
remarkable transforma- 
tion of his 45-year career. 

In his latest film Dra- 
gonheart. Connery does 
not simply provide the 
voice for a computer- 
generated dragon called 
Draco. 


Its special effects cre- 
ators also raided every 
film he ever made in 
order to give Draco the 
sardonic raised eyebrow 
and twinkling eye that 
became Connery’s trade- 
mark. 

“The idea was very 
appealing. But I had no 
idea that it was going to 
be quite so extraordi- 
nary, said Connery, 
launching the film s in- 
ternational premiere at 
the Edinburgh Film 
Festival. 

The action-packed 
blend of adventure and 


romance aimed at chil- 
dren takes the process of 
animated film monsters a 
step forward from where 
dinosaur thriller Jurassic 
Park left off. 

But Connery's role was 
so central that the 65- 
year-old actor received 
star billing. His voice was 
recorded prior to filming 
and the computer graph- 
ics that created Draco 
were designed to match 
his physical expressions. 

“Draco is not solely an 
anim al he's the first com- 
puter graphic imageiy 
actor. He speaks, he has 


feelings, a soul and 
humour. He’s Sean 
Connery, essentially, as 
an 18-foot high, 43- foot 
long dragon, said U.S. 
director Rob Cohen. 

“I pulled clips from the 
beg innin g of his careeer 
to his most recent perfor- 
mances, categorising 
every possible emotion 
— sardonic, amused, 
sceptical, critical, charm- 
ing, seductive, intellectu- 
al. 

“We broke down his 
emotional life on film 
and studied how he uses 
his eyes and posture and 


body, then we applied 
them to Draco." Cohen 
said. 

The part is hardly going 
to make traditional Con- 
nery fans swoon with 
delight. But the gray- 
haired Scot denied that he 
was seeking a new direc- 
tion after a career in 
which he played every- 
thing from suave secret 
agents to gritty police- 
men and medieval 
monks. 

“I think it is realistic 
that the chances of me 
playing Romeo are over," 
he remarked sardonically. 


But he added: “T have no 
shortage of offers. I don’t 
think I am getting into a 
retirement mode or work- 
ins to an easier sched- 
ule." 

He scotched the idea that 
he might return again to the 
James Bond mo-vies that 
made him a household name 
worldwide in the 1960s — 
but this time playing the vil- 
lain. 

“I don’t know where 
these rumours come from. 
They haven't asked me,” 
he laughed. “And anyway, 
I don’F know whether they 
could afford me." 



Sean Connery 
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Should fertilisation 

clinics deal a full house? 


By Nicholas K. Gemnios 
The Associated Press 

SPOKANE, Washington 
— Doctors at a fertility 
clinic dealt Joyce ana 
Roger Bowman five 
cards. The couple ended 
up with a lull house. 

The Bowman quintu- 
plets are doing fine, but 
questions are oeing raised 
about the wisdom of 
implanting five fertilised 
eggs in their mother, espe- 
cially when their father is 

a quadriplegic. 

Roger Bowman, who 
uses a wheelchair since a 
1981 motorcycle acci- 
dent, says he'll be able to 
help when the babies are 
released from a Spokane 
hospital in late August or 
early September. 

“I can easily lift the 
kids,” said Mr. Bowman, 
37, an engineer at the 
Hanford Nuclear Reser- 
vation. 

All four of his limbs 
were damaged in the 
crash 15 years ago, but 
Mr. Bowman says he is a 
“I lower-level ” quadripleg- 
ic. retaining some use of 
his arms and hands. He 
plays tennis and coaches a 
wheelchair basketball 
team. 

Mr. Bowman's disabili- 
ty was an issue at the 
University of Washington 
Medical Centre Fertility 
Clinic where the quints 
were conceived. 

“I am more concerned 
for this couple because of 
Mr. Bowman’s handicap,” 
said Dr. Nancy Klein, the 
clinic director. 

“Physically, it is more dif- 
ficult for him to care for 
the children." 

But the clinic staff 
decided the Bowmans 
could handle the situation. 
“They are very intelli- ■ 

f ent, vew/notivated,” Dr. 
Hein said-- “If anyone can 
make a success out of 
this, they will.” 

After an earlier attempt 


at in-vitro fertilisation 
ended in miscarriage, the 
Bowmans adopted a baby 
boy, now 6. they with- 
drew their application for 
a second adoption after 
deciding to try another in- 
vitro procedure. 

Joyce, 39, was impreg- 
nated at the Seattle clinic 
last fall with a relatively 
new technique called 
intracytoplasmic sperm 
injection. 

In that procedure, a sin- 
gle sperm is injected into 
an egg and the fertilised 
egg implanted in the 
womb. In the Bowmans' 
case, the eggs and sperm 
were their own. 

Multiple implants are 
common to improve the 
odds. About two-thirds of 
those undergoing the pro- 
cedure do not achieve 
pregnancy. In the 1 8 
months the procedure has 
been offered at the 
University of 

Washington, 52 women 
became pregnant and 84 
did not conceive. 

And multiple implants 
make financial sense. The 
Bowmans paid nearly 
$15,000 for the proce- 
dure, which is not covered 
by their health insurance. 

Five eggs were implant- 
ed in Joyce. Four took 
hold, one of which split 
into twins , accounting for 
five babies — four girls 
and a boy. 

“We’ve upped their per- 
centage,” Bowman 
quipped. 

The Bowmans were 
offered the option of abor- 
ting some or the fetuses, 
and declined. 

On June 20, the five 
babies were delivered by 
caesarean section at 
Spokane's Sacred Heart 
Medical Centre. The 
underweight infants were . 
placed . in the neonatal 
intensive-care unit 
The boy, Clint Eugene, 
weighed 3 pounds, 12 
ounces (1.7 kilogrammes) 


at birth. The girls are 
RacheUe Elizabeth, who 
weighed 2 pounds, 11 
ounces (1.2 kilo- 
grammes); Randi Mi- 
chelle, 3 pounds, 8 ounces 
(1.6 kilogrammes); Sierra 
Nicole, 2 pounds, 5 
ounces (1 kilogramme); 
Danielle Marie, 2 pounds, 
1 ounce (0.9 kilo- 
gramme). RacheUe and 
DanieUe are the identical 
twins. 

After the births, one of 
the tMm of delivering 
doctors said it may be 
time for fertility clinics to 
begin restraining them- 
selves. 

“We are getting better 
with assisted reproduc- 
tion,” said Dr. Richard 
Kates. “We may need to 
cut back on the amount of 
eggs placed, because of 
other issues ” 

Those issues include the 
estimated $300,000 cost 
of delivering the quints 
and providing them with 
special care until they are 
released from the hospi- 
tal, and the strain on any 
couple looking after five 
babies. 

The Bowmans’ medical 
bills will be covered by 
his health insurance from 
his job at Westinghouse 
Hanford Co., which oper- 
ates Hanford for the U.S. 
Energy Department 

The couple has also 
been pursuing donations. 

Dr. Klein said the clinic 
will reevaluate its guide- 
lines in light of the quints' 
birth. 

“In this case, we were 
too successful ” she said. 
“We've never seen it be- 
fore in our programme.” 

Joyce was considered a 
low risk for multiple 
births because of her age 
and previous miscarriage, , 
Dr. Klein said. As success 
rates, .improve, “w&i are 
havSngMto* modify the 
number of embryos trans- 
ferred,” she said. 

Potential parents are 


advised feat multiple 
births are a possibility. 
Klein said 

“They are also told the 
possibility is very small,” 
she said 

“We went in knowing 
there was a chance all five 
would take,” Roger 
Bowman said 

Doctors at fertility clin- 
ics are reluctant to impose 
any arbitrary restrictions 
on the number of eggs 
implanted or fee people 
eligible for their services, 
said Dr. A1 Jensen, chair- 
man of fee National 
Advisory Board on Ethics 
and Reproduction. 

“There are various prob- 
lems that come up, like 
who are worthy parents 
who ought to have chil- 
dren,” said Dr. Jonsen. 
also head of fee Univer- 
sity of Washington's 
Medical Ethics Depart- 
ment. “The idea of judg- 
ing people being worthy 
or unworthy parents has 
implications I think are 
pretty horrifying.” 

So the general rule is 
feat anyone who can pay 
for fertility-clinic services 
can have them, he said 
noting that those seeking 
such services are usually 
comfortable financially 
and able to provide for 
multiple children. 

When fee Bowmans 
take their five newborns 
home, they'll have help. 
They're enlisting friends 
and family to pitch in wife 
chores such as grocery 
shopping. 

Adopted son Matthew, 
feeir only other child 
starts the first grade at fee 
tod of August and fee 
family wants to get start- 
ed on its new routines, 
Joyce Bowman said 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


431B84*i*ig 


44 Rtag atone 

45 InapMng hUi 


WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
By Arthur S- Vardesca 

ACROSS 
1 PMamagun 
5 Pvt a) a Muafen 
hemahoid 
10 Malta pMagoi 
15 Dwam.no* 

IS Roman genm 
20 Soane 

2\ WHiianoakiiumd 

22 ARUo 

23 SmW> tovorito 
wifai? 

25 Ganffrtw'* 
lawoftapoetT 
27 Sar d "American 
GoUi kf 
2B Anack 

30 Loquodoui 

31 On* 

32 Covaia 0QOm 

33 Qannon negaUva 
35 ABfemnbaBiM 
3S — a deux 
30 swol Ranch 

mKary academy 
DOWN 


48— po»d 
<7 O.T.pmphM 

48 Qrotta 

49 Show up 

51 Hande roughly 

52 Sleep thK*. 

53 HquortwWgod* 
84 WKaa— 

55— Hama 

58 Nabokov 


84 VMdaaan 
88 Ukaaowiwoik 
fabric 
87 Bug 
68 FaahtonaWa 
l>0M 
71 


871 

88 PiMngpraoaaa, 
tor ebon 

89 Stamford ami- 
go Warn* pM 

Bi 'Wieod— die 


37 ftWw* 

38 Bower part 

59 QdM 

60 Check to graatoi 
82 knmdcMod. Hi 

England 

63 "No man ban 


i Be breve 
3 Of tie ear 
anmylMMnga 
C Qermrfe'* boy 

6 Shady phee 

7 (Onemwr nfibr. 

0 Efhyfaend 

8 Sweet wine 

IQ Extended Wfuggtfl 
11 Muakawar 
IS Very Impocarx 


29 PWWrttawrfco 
poor? 

32 Vatican maidens 

33 Par horn aoridy 
wtaa 

34 Oeoivvi rxxnbef 

36 Soprano Luclne 

36 Humbled 

37 Ptoneefi 
author? 

ifcu 


13 Endangered tree 

14 rr atop 

16 Wand off *m feof 
Brittany 

16 X mi letncra 

17 in a frenzy 

IB Lamarr of fibre, 

24 Spring 
26 Con game 


38 Eddy 

40 Butdb/i tavome 
aeaayfaiT 

41 Ronoi'a - — tt» 
Top- 

42 Angered 

44 Foriurtatariar’i 
card 

45 Betouforttapiay 
48 Tropical two 


72 Sou*, American 

73 Hereof Manfla 

74 My— .VMrem 

76 radvagetabto 
78 Bt 

77 Skating Jung, 

78 Cabooses 
78 LAwd 

80 Decoy, of a 
Und 

81 FMIpptoe Wand 

83 Otdrikna actor 
Navarre 

84 A t aji 

88 Bright iasa 

50 Shabby 

51 Naaty 

53 Tierney lA 
56 Cheap 

68 St me yfl 

H Stoarfirtogpto 

61 Mehal (dentation 

62 nak 

83 on 

84 Calpunia'a robe 
6S POatCqreatf 

88 Ktodofeytup 
87 Auatin nwhro 

89 By wad of 
mouth 

70 fttrer to ihe (See 

72 Egyptian dy 

73 Whrea d knight* 
78 Bhaipan 

78 E re n gwenahreb 
80 BhKkxmUi. at 
tone* 


04 A Mare 

95 Edfeie ireAaak 

99 Rumai’a favorile 
novo**t? 

102 Uanim^a 
(arotta nov«M? 

106 One 

106 Cream 

107 Kumb!b Mend 

108 Skye of TV 

109 PMWnacty 

110 Dafanaa 
command 
acronym 

Til Thanaifi 


112 God of war 


82 ConCafnarapmy 

83 — avee 
65 Qariand 

86 QaaMBad 

87 Non-eiop taJier 
SS 3d «.fl. 

00 Aetna* SWre 
91 Gangster 
93 ChaiWaorffa 

93 Acireea Loretta 

94 Tresses 
98 Genua of 


97 Nat any 

98 Sheepiold 


1001 
101 ZtogfeU.«Ni 



103 hi the manner of 

104 EJnstaHTa 


Diagraming*, 21 z 21 
By Frances Burton 


ACROSS 

1 Sphagnum 

5 Musical speed 
9 Liver and — 

8 German dry 
IT JdtaWBrt — 

14 Mongrel 

15 Strange 
17 BnatWna 
10 HVvMruig 

20 so. inert hi 

21 AIBneativa 
vote* 

DOWN 

t Hfeftrtf Offering 

2 FaJtolrctoda 

3 Location 

4 Lu&aby 
sum* one 
7 nh river 

B Playground 
Szkroa 

9 MowgE amour 

10 nedMxtl t .a 

11 WWi— binand 
(iMsWjr) 


24 Fnmfc member 

25 UgHftreiOht 
wood 

27 Contract 
3f Put* 

32 Certain rooier 

34 Brawls 

35 Paaaow feast 

38 Phyaidan'a org. 
37 QuMng 

40 Windup 

41 Hrazy— ■ 

12 EUflgfit cheer 

13 Facade 

16 Reran ondBaaBy 

17 Ponton Me 

18 Tumawhta 
20 NeMorittoireni 
St Caution 

23 -The CM Man and 
Ora— - 
20 Ot»em 

28 EWOmaia 
23 Treating ifg 


42 Cambridge aenoat 
wun 

43 Japanese ecMrel 


47 ! 

48 SymoeMzB 1 

52 Nhinfea 

53 Modem prince 

54 Tender spots 
58 BUkflng wing 

88 Hot brews 
68 Expiosha 

30 OB) und 

31 MudcolamifNii 

33 Urta 

34 Turn ki 

37 OrttntaJ Bads 

38 Energy source 

39 Ponfaraui book 
45 Sign of a I* 

48 Thao planet 
47CMtf*tor 

49 Enoaimared 

50 Camper's pares 


59 Dress Kyfc) 

62 Proper 

84 Currency 

85 Morao* queen 
68 S-aftaped 


67 Extreme 

amodonei 

Aliifflance 

73 Bedoubis 

74 Faaguea 

73 Omsk peak 

St Supertadvo 
twflbt 

62 Line of Junction 
57 Tone 

60 Bom 
81 impact 

63 Maka heaheay 
88 In — (slogetheO 

68 Author KhgolBT 
70S Wore 

71 Origin* 010 U(pd 
73 CIA - * ancastor 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 
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Last Week’s Cryptofraai 

1. Famoni ahef In old restaurant cooks ap delicions dish of 
perk for aeleat cnetouaer. 

2. School of fish really name* kindly minnow aa new dean. 
Bely mackerel! 

3. My choice for a new word processor la simply an old- 
faahioned pencil. 

4. Tat another small oxymoron which vaxes me 1* -civil war.” 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

l-UTTJ QICC4M BIJ ABWBD BA XTK 
DNQQBID JNqsWBTBD XNQQKZNSID CT YEWP 
ZTED SIJ UETQD BI FECTP DWPTT«. 

— By Bari Ireland 

1.9*16 I B'ir rVSSVABlNG VA DBff flUFEMBG 
BH KWH 8IABF IPHQIKBOA QM WHIT RYU A 
MAKKNKI1AHNH IAP 1EWOHKHQ. 

RrBdHedtfleaon 

3. BOAT IS BOXBD-CRZAY BROS! NFEW EN 

FBD UP WITAOSZC GKCB.ZF, BYZ DPAP Gap 
acc KI URTBTRN. — By KX. Doyle 

4. KTSS-POXKO BRUTES MB APF AWT M T FA 
1DENPT BO OCILTAU OCBAH1CS BBUCLT. 

—By frank N. Stein 


Genetic breakthrough 
boosts cancer research 


m 


By John Newell 

BRITISH SCIENTISTS bave made a drug that mimi cs fee 
effects of one of fee genes that naturally protect us against 
cancer. The hope is feat fee drug will stop cancer cells 
dividing and turn them back into normal cells. It works in 
fee test-tube, though animal experiments and human trials 
are still to come. 

The breakthrough comes from one of the world leaders in 
fee field of cancer genetics, Professor David Lane, and his 
colleague Dr. Robin Fahraeus, of fee Cancer Research 
Campaign’s laboratories in Dundee University. Scotland. 

The cancer treatment they are working towards mimics 
the effects of a gene called P16, which normally stops the 
cells of our bodies from turning into cancer cells. 

Essential control 

Prof. Lane does not deny that he and his colleagues are 
very excited about their achievements. “The P16 gene 
encodes a small protein that acts as a brake molecule. It can 
actually stop the cycle of cell division going forward. It acts 
as an essential control of — a brake on — cells division. 
The reason we are excited about it is feat in many tumour 
cells this brake has been lost and so the cells divide uncon- 
trollably without the control process working.” 

If the PI 6 gene is missing, damaged or wrongly switched 
off in one of the hundreds of milli ons of cells in our bodies, 
then it cannot tell the cell to make fee protein that normal- 
ly acts as a brake on cell division. The cell just goes on 
dividing, and grows into a cancer. Many common cancers 
are caused in this way, says Prof. Lane. 

“Alterations in P16 function are found in prostate cancer, 
breast cancer and melanoma (skin cancer). PI 6 changes are 
found in 20 per cent or 30 per cent of melanomas. Normally 
P16 inhibits an enzyme, a cyclin dependent kinase, which 
is essential for a cell to duplicate its DNA. its genes, as it 
has to do before it divides to form two new cells. The cell 
can control division by regulating how much PI 6 protein it 
makes. 

Damaged by mutation 

“What goes wrong in fee tumour cells is that the P16 gene 
becomes damaged by mutation so the protein can no longer 
be made. Then the cell division cycle can run without fee 
brake operating. It is as if someone had cut fee brake cables 
in your car, you don't have a way of putting fee brake on.” 

How can the brake be repaired? One way is to try to get 
normal healthy P16 genes into cancer cells whose own 
genes are damaged, and some scientists are working on that 
approach. Prof. Lane's approach is different. 

“What we are very excited about in our work recently 
published in the Journal Current Biology is another 


approach. And feat is to make a synthetic mini-protein, just 
fee essential part of fee P16 protein, that is easy to make by 
ordinary chemical synthesis. . Dt , 

“What we have done is to find fee little piece oitne FI6 
protein feat actually inhibits fee enzyme feat ts needed for 
cell division, fee bit hat puts fee brake on. Ana we nave 
found a way to get this protein to go into cancer cells, by 
attaching it to another mini-protein that is able to transport 
it across fee cell membrane. 

“So in this way we have been able to produce chemically 
an entirely synthetic tumour suppressor protein, that can act 
like P16 and switch off fee cell cycle. At the moment we 
have only tested this in cell cultures in test-tubes, in which 
it works beautifully. The next phase is animal models amjfg 
then, if it works in them, ultimately trials on human 
beings.” 

Unexpected snags 

Human trials must be several years away, and Prof. Lane 
warns they may never happen; the animal rests may reveal 
unexpected snags. 

Important problems remain to be overcome, such as how 
to get the drug composed of fee two proreins into tumours 
deep in fee body. It may be done by enclosing fee drug in a 
fatty wrapping that is naturally absorbed by cancer cells. 
But it is also absorbed, though to a lesser extent, by normal 
cells. So will fee drug harm them and cause unacceptable 
side effects? Will it put an end to normal cell division and 
stop the growth and renewal of patients' bodies? Prof. Lane 
is cautiously optimistic. 

“We think it will also get into normal cells. But what we 
are hoping is that fee cancer cells will be particularly sus- 
ceptible to having the braking signals switched back on. 

“We know normal cells that absorb it may pause in their 
cell division and this is not particularly toxic. But in cancer 
cells we are hoping for a dramatic effect, to see them start 
to differentiate and go back to a normal growth control pat- 
tern.” 

This may answer another question, namely, will the dru^ 
have to be given for life, because surely the cancer cells 
will revert to cancerous behaviour once fee drug has all 
been used up and broken down? 

But research suggests this will not happen, so long as fee 
drug is given for long enough for the cell to begin to dif- 
ferentiate into its specialised, adult form. Once that has 
happened it will never lapse back into uncontrolled divi- 
sion. 

Dearly problems remain to be overcome and questions to 
be answered. But it is also clear feat fee new understanding 
of how abnormal genes cause cancer is now being put to 
work to produce new treatments for the disease, with big 
potential advantages over fee treatments of today — LPS 
Feature. 


Medical and social changes transform 
world for those with Down syndrome 


By Michelle Boorstein 
The Associated Press 

PHOENIX — So horrified was Sandy Prince by giving 
birth to a baby wife Down syndrome, she turned her daugh- 
ter over to a foster home and told herself she wasn’t cut out 
for raising a handicapped child. 

But thoughts of fee little girl consumed her, and soon fee 
34-year-old single mother found herself on fee Internet and 
hunting through the telephone directories for information. 

When she came across an article on the unapproved drug 
Piracetam, she stopped — could what its backers say be 
true? Could something be done to slow fee mental retarda- 
tion? 

“At first I thought, this is crazy — it’s not proven. I want 
a guarantee,” said Ms. Prince, who retrieved fee baby with- 
in hours of learning of Piracetam. “But I took notes and 
researched and I said, ‘what have I got to lose?’ maybe this 
is something that could work for us.” 

Seven months later, baby Maggie is back with her moth- 
er, taking a daily dose of Piracetam and vitamin supple- 
ments in her bottle. 

Now a fervent supporter of fee controversial treatment, 
Ms. Prince believes it is the reason Maggie can sit up, focus 
and is starting to speak. 

“You almost wouldn’t know she had Down syndrome," 
Ms. Prince said. 

Ms. Prince is one of thousands of people using Piracetam, 
a synthetic amino acid some scientists believe enhances 
communication between the two brain hemispheres, 
improving fee ability to learn and remember. Unapproved 
in fee United States, it has been used to treat various learn- 
ing disabilities in Europe and Canada for decades. 

The skyrocketing use of Piracetam in fee United States in 
fee past three or four years is one sign among many of the 
dramatically changing world of people with Down syn- 
drome. 

Denied common medical treatments a quarter-century 
ago and regularly hauled off to institutions, those wife the 
genetic disorder now typically live wife their families, 
attend public schools and hold down jobs. They are also 
suing doctors who refuse them standard medical care. 

All of these quality-of-life issues are behind fee most rad- 
ical phenomenon of all: Rapidly increasing life span. With 
the life expectancy of people wife Down rising from age 9 
in 1910 to age 20 in fee 1950s to age 56 today, this is the 
first generation expected to survive into middle age. 

“Parents used to assume chat they would bury feeir chil- 
dren — no longer,” said Richard Fee, a “life-planning” con- 
sultant who counsels people wife disabilities on issues 
including wills, trust funds and guardians. 


There are both tangible and intangible reasons for this 
dramatic change in life expectancy. 

Standard medical care, from antibiotics to major surgery, 
was denied Down individuals until about 20 years ago. That 
included treatment of fatal congenital heart defects, which 
afflict nearly half the babies born wife the genetic disorder. 

“In fee medical community. It was like, ‘why would you 
do this for someone with Down’s?’ “ said Dr. Bria^ 
Oiicoine. medical director of the Lutheran General Adurf 
Down Syndrome Centre. The centre, one of fee only facili- , 
ties of its kind, was opened in 1992 because of a new, older 
population afflicted with Down. 

With greater social acceptance of Down individuals, fam- 
ilies are more likely to keep them at home rather than place 
them in institutions. The increased life span seems to show 
that people wife Down syndrome, like the rest of the popu- 
lation, live longer when they are happier, have families, 
homes, jobs, and a feeling of hope. 

"The real startling thing is that it's just a sense of looking at our 
folks in the same light as regular folks.” said Dr. Chicoine. Tf 
denied these things, the rest of us would wilt as well ” 

Issues affecting Down individuals are sure to become more vis- 
ible as their numbers grow. One in every 800 to 1.000 children in 
the United States is bom with the chromosomal disorder. 

The growing population of those wife Down has stimulated an 
entire industry: Consultants like Mr. Fee who handle “life-plan- 
ning.” experts on adult housing, education, job training, sexuality 
and even senior homes for those wife Down. 

It has also started a passionate debate about alternative treat- 
ments, as parents increasingly reject conventional beliefs about 
fee disorder. 

Among fee most visible and controversial advocates of alterna- 
tive treatments is DixieTafoya. a former nutritional consultant for 
body builders and co-founder of Trisomy 21. a clinic in Baton 
Rouge. Louisiana, devoted to medical research on Down syn- 
drome. 

Ms. Tafoya inspires disgust and devotion among parents as she 
challenges fee established national organisations devoted to the 
welfare of individuals wife Down. 

She is among those who believe Down syndrome develops after 
birth and can be slowed or haired wife vitamin therapies and drugs 
like Piracetam. Among Down syndrome researchers, her nanjf : 
became almost synonymous wife debate over alternative therapies 
several years ago: She put her infant daughter. Madison, on 
Piracetam and allowed scientists to track her progress. 

\ou hear the mindset from fee national organisations that you 
must accept your child — it’s a guilt thing," said Ms. Tafoya, who 
lives in San Jose. California. “People need to accept feat Down 
syndrome is a disease — it’s an inhibitor to my child, it's not a 
benefit to her.” 


ANSWERS 


TEST YOUR OBSERVATION 

1. “Id. each, 6 for 7d ” should read 
“Id. each, 7 for 6 d." 

2. The lion and fee unicorn are on the wrong sides. 

3. The bride should be on the left of the bridegroom. 

* * * * * 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

(1) Eaglet 

(2) From the Roman god of Boundaries, who was called 
Terminus. 

(3) A Chinese official of high rank. 

(4) d. ruck 

(5) Savvy. As a noun it means KHOW-HOW. 

It’s originally pidgihg English, a corruption of “span” 
meaning to know or understand; used also as question: 


“I never want to see you again! Savvy’ 1 ’' 

^(61 In order to curdle milk, especially when making jun- 

***** 

PUZZLES 

f ^ } Z? 6, .f I l! e number after fee word of feat wont the 

tenThi “Scotia^' w h nd ' ’ made U P from let- 
ters m Scotland, and the numbers after them are the 

5?**® .®°f to these letters in fee original 

word, wife l added to each number after ‘lots ” 2 added 
after loan, and 3 added after “and.” * 

***** 
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INDIA IS ONE bis 
outdoors. Even in 
the city, the moment 
you step out of the 
relaxed familiarity 
of your hotel, you 
might be engaged in 
watching a cockfight 
or a family of acro- 
bats spin impossibly 
and do incredulous 
feats with familiar 


e great outdoors 


Now analyse your 
adventurous needs. 
Jf it is mountaineer- 
ing, come to Garhw- 
al. the destination of 
many amateur and 
prolessional moun- 
taineering expedi- 
tions in the country. 
Or, it you want to do 
jJ spectacular run. 
base yourself at Leh 


Irek the fabulous 
Sindh and Lidder 
valleys. lower 

Himalayan regions, 
or take to the mean- 
dering forest trails 
around Shimla. And 
follow up with a 
relaxing swim in the 
warm sulphur water- 
baths at Vasishi in 
Manali. Trace the 
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reassurance. 

That is a taste of 
the exotic. But if you 
are in India for a hol- 
iday and wish to do 
the impossible, 

come let us show 
you the way. 

Head first for the 
hills. In the north it 
is the Himalayas 
which stretch all the 
way across the coun- 
try. Our more popu- 
lar hill resorts are a 
legacy of the British. 
Come to Kashmir or 
Himachal. the 

Garhwal and 

Kumaon Hills or 
across to Darjeeling 
and Kali m pong in 
West BengaJ, and T t^> r { 
Sikkim land \ 
lamas, orchids an<3 
savage beauty. 


or Zanskar in contours of the tea 
Ladakh, where you country in Assam, 
have only a grand Darjeeling and 


isolation for compa- 
ny. 

Slightly tamer in 
your wants? Then 


Kalimpong in the 
east of the Nilgiris in 
the south, or walk 
the miles at 


Hang gliding 

Coonoor, Ooty or 
Kodaikanal in serene 
surroundings. 

Other prominent 
hill stations where 
you can relax are 
Ranchi, Bihar: Pach- 
marhi, Madhya 

Pradesh: Maha- 

baleshvvar. Maha- 
rashtra and Shillong, 
Meghalaya. 

And in winters 
come skiing on the 
slopes at Gulmarg, 
Kufri or Narkanda. 
or trace a virgin path 
in the wilderness of 
Rohtang Pass. 

Shoot the rapids in 
Kashmir or 

Himachal, Uttar 
Pradesh or Sikkim 
or take a pleasant 
ride down the back- 
waters of Kerala in 
thatched houseboats. 

Take off, in Delhi 
or in Pune, across 
the lazy blue skies. 


in a glider. Or go 
bicycling across the 
startling contrasts of 
the Indian country- 
side. Or, in any sea- 
son, pick up a car 
and travel the coun- 
try as you please. 

The safari is in. 
Board a camel at any 
point in Rajasthan 
and go with your 
own camp across the 
mighty Thar desert, 
camping by starlight 
in luxury s harm an as 
that the sheikhs 
would envy you. 

Whether you wish 
to sail from Bombay 
to Goa; go flying, 
hang gliding, moun- 
taineering, skiing, 
surfing or rafting; 
play polo, golf or 
cricket, India has it 
all. In its many sea- 
sons — the country 
for all reasons. 


Sun, surf and sand 


TO EACH his own. While 
Lhc wealth of culture that 
India has to offer is enor* 
mous. its amorphous con* 
trusts can confuse, bewilder, 
constrain the tourist. 

Take a little time off to 
relax then, at any of the 
country's magnificent beach- 
es. 

India has a spectacular 
coastal belt and all along, in 
hundreds of kilometres, are 
beaches, some developed, 
some noL 

If you are a city person, 
Bombay is built along a bay 
with the Juhu beach garland- 
ing the city in opaque blue. 

Further down the city, 
however, are beaches not vis- 
ited by people except for the 
fisherfolk. Equally endcing 
is the Marina beach at 
Madras. 

But if you wish to escape 
from the cities, come to Goa. 
A former Portuguese colony, 
Goa has over a hundred kilo- 
metres of beach strips, each 
more compelling than the 
other. 

Now fully developed as an 
international beach resort, 
Goa offers the finest holiday 
villages, hotels and cottages. 
Come at Christmas or New 
Year, come during the Carni- 
val following Lent: the bois- 
terous merry making, feni — 
the local wine, the strains of 
lonely, haunting melody, will 
become tangible memories 
of an earthly Xanadu. 

Come to Kovalam, Ker- 
ala’s magnificent beach 



Kovalam Beach, Kerala 


resort, set amidst the blue of 
the Arabian Sea and the lush 
green vegetation of Kerala. 
Wake up to yoga exercises in 
the morning and close your 
eyes to tender fingers mas- 
saging your tanned body in 
the finest experiments in 
herbal and ayurvedic mas- 
sages. 

Equally inviting is the 
Marina beach in Madras. 
From here head for Mamal- 
lapuram and watch the sea 
thunderously applaud the 
beach temple, gloriously sil- 
houetted against a spectacu- 
lar blue sky. Or go to 
Visakhapatnam and swim 
idly in the sea and watch the 
great factories here build 
Indian ships. Come to unex- 


plored Gopalpur-on-Sca in 
Orissa. Or visit Puri, surely 
the world's most picrurcsque 
sea coast. And then there is 
Digha — beautiful, exotic, 
splendrous in its isolation. 
And while a resort comes up 
in Mangalore, or close by 
Manipal, you can always dis- 
cover a beach of your own in 
Gujarat, where the beach line 
still awaits exploitation. 

But the beach holiday to 
beat them all will be on ihe 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands and Lakshadweep. A 
turquoise sea with myriads 
of coloured fish, white tree- 
fringed sands, coral reefs, 
and shells, shells, and more 
shells for the collection of a 
lifetime. 


CONGRRTULHTIONS 

General agents of 




ni-Kormel Travel &Tour[/m, 
Trading Co. Ltd. 


in Jordan 


Congratulates the friendly- Indian nation 
on the Independence Day of India 


On the occasion of the 

Independence Dag of India 

Dr. Naser Al-Maaitah, General Manager, 
Zarka University Services Est 

conveys his heartily greetings to the 
government and Indian people 


/ On the occasion of the > 
Independence Day of India 

Indo-Jordan Scholars Club 

conveys its heartily greetings to the 
government and Indian people ^ 


CONGRATULATIONS 

PflK URN SERUICES 

EXTEND THEIR FELICITATIONS AND 
BEST WISHES TO THE FRIENDLY 
PEOPLE OF INDIA AND STAFF OF 
THE INDIAN EMBASSY IN JORDAN 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
INDEPENDENCE DAY OF INDIA 


V 


J 


J On the occasion of the \ 
Independence Day of India 

Kawar Drug Store 

conveys its heartily greetings to the 
>v government and Indian people ^ 


.--*r 


MODERN VEHICLE TRADING CO. 

Agents of TATA in Jordan 
and 

ELBA HOUSE CO. LTD 

Manufacturers of TATA Buses in Jordan 
Congratulate the president 
and the people of India 
on the occasion of the 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 
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ON THE OCCASION OF 

THE INDEPENDENCE DAY OF 

INDIA 

rr\ INDO - JORDAN CHEMICALS CO. LTD. 

(A JOINT VENTURE OF SPIC-INDIA & JPMC-JORDAN) 

CONVEYS ITS FELICITATIONS AND CORDIAL 
WISHES TO THE PEOPLE OF INDIA 



JORDAN FERTILIZER ASSOCIATION 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES CO. 

WISH THE PEOPLE OF INDIA 
A HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY 
AFFIRMING JORDANIAN FRIENDSHIP 
AND HOPES OF CONTINUED 
PROGRESS AND PROSPERITY 











Benefits of growth need time to trickle down to poor classes 

Jardaneh sees right quality, good outlets 


for investments as main challenge 


By Samir Ghawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — “There is no 
problem aind no reason for 
concern about the flow of 
foreign currencies to Jor- 
dan,” former Finance Min- 
ister Basil Jardaneb said in 
a lecture Tuesday evening. 
“The quandary is not hav- 
ing the right quality and 
enough good outlets for 
investments.'* 


ing. This have resulted in a 
huge unbalance. Mr. Jar- 
daneh elaborated. 


‘Very good results’ 


Sustainability 


Addressing a large audi- 
ence at Al Faiha’ Club. Mr. 
Jardaneh stressed that 
achieving economic growth 
was not enough as such 
growth should be sustained 
and ongoing without any 
economic imbalances. He 
explained that the modem 
economic approach gives 
high importance to macro- 
economic stability. "This 
stability is the nucleus of 
economic reform,” he 
emphasised. 

Mr. Jardaneh attributed 
the absence of the policy to 
maintain macro economic 
stability and to ensure a 
gradual decline in reliance 
on foreign aid and 
resources for the economic 
crisis in 1988-1989. He 
noted that Jordan enjoyed 
high growth rates in the 
early 80s. 

The former finance minis- 
ter shed some light on gov- 
ernment spending noting 
that in the early 80s such 
spending was more than 50 
per cent of the gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
whereas in 1995 the rate 
declined to about 36 per 
cent. The widening of gov- 
ernment spending also 
included current expendi- 
tures which in 1988 
reached 33 per cent but 
dropped to about 28 per 
cent in 1995.. 

The expansion in govern- 
ment spending was accom- 
panied by a fall in national 
and local savings which 
resulted in higher consump- 
tion and a deficit. In the 
second half of the 80s local 
savings were negative and 
the national savings level 
plunged causing a wide gap 
that had to be financed 
through external borrow- 


According to Mr. Jar- 
daneh. who has now 
returned to the banking sec- 
tor as managing director of 
the Jordan Investment and 
Finance Bank, the structur- 
al adjustment programme 
has achieved "very good 
results ” He backed up bis 
statement by pointing out 
the following achievements 
based on the data issued by 
authorised government 
departments. 


1) The national economy 
has registered continued 
growth at fixed prices from 
1992 until 1995. In 1992 
the growth rate was 16 per 
cent but was down to 5.9 
per cent in 1993 and 1994 
before rising to 6.4 per cent 
in 1995. 

2) Tbe gap in the balance 
of payments has been nar- 
rowed as a percentage of 
tbe GDP, deficit was esti- 
mated at three per cent in 
1995 while expectations 
was for it to be around eight 
per cent. 

3) The overall debt to 
GDP ratio declined from 
200 per cent in 1988 to 
about 92 per cent in 1995. 
(A 75 per cent rate is con- 
sidered acceptable) 

4) Local imbalances were 
rectified with local and 
national savings registering 
a big increase to reach 32.1 
per cent in 1995 against an 
investment rate of 32.8 per 
cent. 

5) Ihflation rate has been 
under control and notice- 
ably declining. 



the short term by eliminat- 
ing tbe distoition of price- 
fixing and monopolies, 
reducing subsidies and dis- 
mantling trade barriers. 

In the long term, higher 
production should be 
achieved through providing 
necessary incentives for 
savings and investments 
and encouraging foreign 
investment. Amending the 
investment promotion law. 
adopting a general sales tax 
approach and amending the 
income tax law were con- 
sidered essential in this 
regard. 

In this overall context, the 
objectives translate into: 


Basil Jardaneh 


b) Changes in net 
international assets at the 
Central Bank 

c) The government bor- 
rowing (expected xo be nil 
next year) 

d) Reserve money 

e) Government external 
borrowing. 


Objectives of reform 


Tbe former minister out- 
lined tbe bases and objec- 
tives of the structural 
adjustment programme and 
stressed the following 
points: 


Performance criteria 


Mr. Jardaneh outlined in 
his lecture the following 
five areas which are consid- 
ered as performance criteria 
to measure Jordan’s adher- 
ence to economic restruc- 
turing. 


a) Changes in net domes- 
tic assets at the Central 
Bank 


1) Limit the expansion of 
liquidity and money supply 
including putting a ceiling 
for local credit extension 
and ,for public sector bor- 

2) : Gra<fi hll reduction in 
tbe state budget to boost 
national savings, stabilise 
prices and the dinar's 
exchange rate as well as 
improving the dinar’s 
exchange rate as well as 
improving the spending 
outlets and government rev- 
enues by imposing a tax on 
consumption (sales tax) and 
stopping taxation on invest- 


THE Daily Crossword by Frederick T. Buhler 


ACROSS 
1 Sports off. 

4 Satirized gently 

11 Sixth sense 

14 Old alliance 
letters 

15 Spread 
throughout 

16 Electrical unit of 
conductance 

17 Bikini part 

1 8 Natural home 

19 Golfer 
Crenshaw 

20 Perils 

22 — Isle 

24 Happen 

25 Frankie of 
music 

26 Government 
reports 
seemingly 
dangerous one 

32 Loch — 

33 Humiliate 

34 Dozes 

35 Stir up 

36 Bullfight cheers 

40 Marsh plants 

41 Action group 

45 Emerald for 

May/ prehistoric 
megalith 

48 Thin fine 

49 Passion 

50 Beguiler 

53 Cultivation 

55 One in Berlin 

56 In proportion 

58 Contend 

59 Enthusiast 

60 Stores fodder 

61 Bard's always 

62 Letters 

63 Mends shoes 

64 Draft agcy. 
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20 
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DOWN 

1 Massage 

2 Otalgia 

3 Philosopher 
Bacon 

4 Ball 

5 Fleshy fruit 

6 Eyes 

7 Egg: pref. 


8 Lot 

9 Wax-covered 
cheese 

10 Discover 

11 Order for a 
blockade 

12 Processed 
peas 

13 Muses 

21 Courage 

23 Pluvious event 

27 Goes different 
ways 

28 Circa 

29 Sao — 

30 German city 

31 Della of music 

36 Indecent 

37 Hl-tech battery 
type 

38 Random 
adventure 
seekers 

39 Recipe word 

41 Period 

42 Salad plants 


DBQQ □□□□ □□DOB 
QEH 3 Q □□□□ IIBQBQ 
E3DQQ DQQQ QBBLJD 

□□□aaanaaaa uuu 
□dd mwm 
□□□ □□□□ □□□□□□ 
□□□ BQBBB □□□□ 

□□□□□□□DnaoaaaD 

□□□□ □□□□□ QBD 

OQQtHUQ □□□□ QQQ 
□□□□□ DOB 
□OQ BBDBEIDQHQBB 
□□□□□ □□□□ QQGQ 
□EBBB BODE BEDE 
QQQQQ □□EE QQEQ 


43 Incidents of 
suffering 

44 Corporate 
combinations 

46 Clothes 
collector 


47 Beleaguer 

51 Sea eagle 

52 Perol 

53 Season 

54 Suit to — 
57 — Grande 


meats and savings. 

Other objectives included 
giving special importance 
to boosting tbe attractive- 
ness of dinar-denominated 
savings over other curren- 
cies, increasing the King- 
dom’s foreign currency 
reserves to cover imports 
for at least three months 
and gradually reducing the 
burden of debt service for it 
not to exceed 75 per cent of 
GDP. Such reduction was 
expected in the form of debt 
rescheduling, write offs, 
debt-equity swaps or turn- 
ing debts into grants or 
even debt repurchase at a 
discount among other alter- 
natives. 

On the supply side, the 
programme aims at improv- 
ing production efficiency in 


A) Achieving a real annu- 
al growth of no less than six 
percent 

B) Reducing tbe currenc 
account deficit in the bal- 
ance of payments to less 
than three per cent 

C) Increasing foreign cur- 
rency reserves to cover 
imports for at least three 
months. 

D) Maintaining a high 
average of investments to 
GDP (at about 34 per cent). 

E) Maintaining control 
over the government cur- 
rent spending and reducing 
the budget deficit to 4.2 per 
cent in 1996 and 2.5 per 
cent in 1998. 

F) Adopting positive and 
flexible interest rate poli- 
cies. 

G) Maintaining the stabil- 
ity of tbe Jordanian dinar 
exchange rate. 

H) Preparing the right cli- 
mate to activate the private 
sector. 

I) Continued reduction in 
tbe volume of debt as a per- 
centage of GDP. 


Comparisons with other 
countries 

Mr. Jardaneh compared 
(Continued on page .9) 


THE BETTER HALF 

fclASBEWSEfcl 


By Glasbergen 



“Whenever I let my co-workers walk 
all over me; I come home with 
such a backache!” 


Peanuts 


I THINK YOU \ 
SHOULD TRY TO 1 
WRITE FROM 
V0UR OWN : 
EXPERIENCE../ 


/ WRITE ' 
' ABOUT 
THIN65 YOU 
VKNOW.. J 


Andy Capp 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, AUGUST 16 , 1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 

Astrologer. Carroll Righier Foundation 
ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You can gain many new ideas 
today and you are highly inspired so put them in motion quick- 
ly. T-atef tonight keep active in your career activities and make 
the best of some advice which you are provided by a bigwig. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 21) You are aware of what will 
make your mate happier at this time, so cany through with your 
own ideas and make him or her contenL Later this evening you 
can plan some special recreational activities to spend with your j 
loved ones. ' 

GEMINI: (May 2 1 to June 21) A modera-diinking fellow asso- 
ciate today has the right answers you need to succeed in your 
career activities. Use die finest judgement possible so that you 
can receive praise from some authority figure who can give you 
much prestige. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Keept busily occu- 
pied at career activities today and time will pass quickly. Take 
advice from a fellow associate later this evening and you will 
discover the progress which you are striving to obtain in the 
days ahead 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Purchase a gift for your mate today 
which wiU please him or her greatly and thereby you will 
receive quite a lot of affection. Then you can infinitely happier 
together later this evening and provide tbe support which is 
important. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) If a loved one at home 
desires to do something different than usual today, this could 
turn out better than you thought and will result in the success 
and prestige which is important to you at this time. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You like to be coop- 
erative, however, today it is best you are more direct and a 
bit less demanding to get ahead, especially in the eyes of 
some authority figure or bigwig who has your success in 
business in his or her hands. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2 1) You have a sudden idea 
today howto add to your assets so put ir in operation quickly arid 
gain benefits which are important to you at this time. Later tins 
even ing y ou can gain the support of a fellow associate. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Your intuitive 
perceptions are usually quite accurate, however, even more so 
today. Be fair in your discussions with close friends on what you 
desire to occur in terms of your career activities for tbe days ahead. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Jan. 20) Show you mae that you 
are indeed derated to him or her today and you will stick by any 
course of action winch is chosen. Be "fair and just with tins person 
and you wffl receive a great deal of affection directed towards you. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You may suddenly hear 
from close friends today winch you hki not expected and which is 
appreciated. You may feel tired and you should rest so that you can 
recharge ycwr bamr^ Your judgement is not ro good. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Put your progressive ideas in 
motion today and you wfll discover tbe success which you arc 
searching for at this time. Make a fine impression on some influen- 
tial person and you can receive much prestige from your efforts. 

Birthstone of August: Peridot — Golden Quartz. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
tyHanrt Arnold and MtoArgMon 


Unscramble them four Jumbias, 
on g letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. 


For your tang 
•mice- 


NORIG 


eiMMuwMdhtaiftatte 


THILG 


FEEGUR 



HOW THE SHY 
EMPLOYEE FELT 
AT HIS FARE- 
WELL FfcRTY 


KONVIE 


Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: 


rbsterda/s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: TRUTH EXILE PODIUM BUTANE 
Answer What the tender bender did to the driver* 
perfect record — pur A DENT IN rr 


0 ( THATS MARD..D06S. 
| ( NEVER KNOW WHAT'S 

1 V60IN6 0N.. J 






THE LAST BUS WDS FULL, 
PET, 90 1 TOOK A TAXI- 


eUMM&N 

osr BT SyNOOnDN WTEfMXTXMHL NOWTH 
MERC* SVWnWIE IHC. 


0CWTGW 

( 77P/X ^ 



* LAI7/PWVBZ— 
aB£MSSHE|N6tsm?| 
.ON WMWTT1N&W J 
THE BACK 


Mutfn’Jeff 



horoscope 
forecast for 
thursday,august #1 

15,1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer. Carroll 
lighter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Study into better 
ways of advancing in your 
career activities, thereby 
you can gain fine and 
profitable ideas. Steer 
clear of a fellow associate 
who is boring and does 
not have the desire to 
make you a success at this 
time. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Maintain your 
equilibrium today if aj 
scheming fellow associate 1 ' 
is trying to make you lose 
your balance involving 
an y business activities. 
Later this evening you can 


meet with some bigwig 
and iron out a successftd 


and iron out a successful 
plan of attack. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) You seem to have 
more tasks than you can 
handle today, however, 
persevere and they are 
soon behind you. Later 
tonight will take some 
effort for you to devise 
some plan of action which 
will be successful. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 ro July 21) Be sure 
to get vital career activi- 
ties completed by this 
evening so that you can 
have some recreational 
time with your loved ones 
or .close friends. Steer 
clear of a friend who is ing 
a bad mood today or you 
could find yourself the 
same. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Don’t get into a dis- 
agreement at home today 
over something you do not 
comprehend at all. Cheer 
up a depressed close 
mend later this evening 
and he or she will very 
much appreciate your 
concern. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Don’t 
reply ro a letter you have 
received today which has 

f i confused or you will 
ome puzzled about it 
days ahead.' You can 
; invite guests' into your 
home later this evening 
and provide them with 
some fun activities. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Study mone- 
tary affairs today, howev- 
er, don’t take any action 
until you are more* 
informed with the sitaa-r 1 
tion. You may find a close 
friend is distressed later 
this evening, however, you 
can be quite helpful to him 
or her. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) You bet- 
ter believe you cannot 
gain your aims today by 
being forceful with others 
and you could gather the 
resentment of this individ- 
ual. Don’t accept unwise 
advice from some fellow 
associate or you could 
lose out 

SAGITTARIUS : (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 21) 

Be sure to handle anxi- 
eties wisely today and 
don’t allow any thing to 
disturb your concentration 
upon career activities. Do 
nothing to irritate your 
mate later this evening 
and you should avoid 
pushy people who do not 
have you interest at heart. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) See only 
those who are even-tem- 
pered today or you could 
find yourself in a difficult - 
situation which will not be' 
successful. A troublesome 
situation could come up so 
give it some thought 
before you proceed- 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to Febniary 19) Use care 
and diplomacy today if 
you go after more success 
in the business woridi 
since you have the desire 
for prosperity. It is not 
wise to contact some one 
in authority later tonight 
sjnee they could not be on 
the same wavelength. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Your ideas are 
good today, however, they 
need more study before 
you can put .them into 
operation. Steer clear of 
the social world tonight 
since you have the desire 




to stay at home with your 
loved ones and just relax- .. 
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Peridot — 
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Business & Finance 


ffigh liquidity boosts Saudi stock trading, lowers prices 

AHTT- TMJatji , a,-~ ° ^ -- *." _> 


ABU - DHABI (AFP) a 

surge in liquidity caused by 
government payments to its 
local creditors coupled with 
a decline in die prices of 
many shares boosted activity 
iir the Saudi Arabian stock 
man^t in the first half of 


government has paid large 
sums in outstanding dues to 
local cono-actors.” said Inzar 
Ahmad, deputy chairman of 
the Riyadh-based Consul- 
tancy Centre for Finance and 
Investment. 

^ ou know the contractors 


1996 dealers u : j . uu •mow the contractors 

l^^eismthekmgdom have not been paid for a long 

Thp .u. t “ ne due to the financial 


have said. ° 

■pie decline in the share 
prices due to lower perfor- 
mance by several trading 
companies depressed the 
stock index by around six 
per cent to 127.50 points at 
the end of June from 137.70 
at the end of 1995, they said. 

But the price drop attracted 
investors searching for 
investment scopes for their 
liquidity, boosting turnover 
to around 9.2 billion Saudi 
riyals ($2.45 billion ) during 
the first half of 1996 from 
8-2 billion riyals ($2.18 bil- 
lion .) during the same period 
of 1995. 

‘There is much liquidity 
coming to the market as the 


£mnnstances of the country. 
There were payments for 
many of them this year 
apparently because of higher 
oil income,*’ he told AFP by 
telephone: 

Saudi Arabia, the world’s 

top oil producer and 

exporter, earned nearly $ 1 J 
billion in extra income in 
the first half of 1996 com- 
pared with the same period 
of 1995 due to an increase of 
$1.4 in crude prices. 

The government has owed 
billions of dollars to national 
contracts who had carried 
out development projects in 
the kingdom but have not 
been paid fully. 


Apart from paying debts, 
Saudi Arabia has also used 
part of the additional rev- 
enues to rebuild its overseas 
reserves that have sharply 
eroded over the past few 
years because of low oil 
prices and Gulf war costs. 

“The stock marker per- 
formed very well this year 
and was much busier than 
last year despite the decline 
in the index,” Mr. Ahmad 
said. 

“The trend for the whole 
year is that the market will 
be stable but busier than last 
year. If liquidity remains 
high, then there will be a 
good opportunity for 
investors to buy shares 
because they are now under- 
valued.” he added. 

Dealers said there was 
more declines than increases 
in the prices of shares this 
year and this has pushed 
down the market capitalisa- 
tion of the trading institution 
to around 159.3 billion riyals 


($42.48 billion) at the end of 
'June .tftom . 147.9 billion 
riyals ($39.44 Million. ) at the 
end of 1995. 

■ According to Ml Ahmad, 
whose centre is a key stock- 
broker, die giant Saudi Ara- 
bian Basic Industries Corpo- 
ration (SABIC) and four 
other banks and firms 
accounted for more than; 50 
per cent of the share-dealing 
in the first half. 

He said demand for 
SABIC shares, which are 
also traded in other Arab 
Gulf states, was ve^y strong 
due to a decline, jn their 
prices to 355 riyals $94.66 ) 
from 393 riyals ($104.8 ) at 
the start of 1996. 

Traders attributed the fall 
in SABIC share prices to 
lower earnings because of a 
decline in world petroebemi-, 
cal prices. This compares 
with record profits in 1995 
after a surge in prices and its . 
production. . 

The Saudi government 


owns 70 per cent of SABIC, 
one of tiie biggest chemical 
producerain, the world. But 
it has spoken pf plans to sell 
half its stake in the company, 
with a capital of 10 billion 
riyals ($2166 billion ). 

“SABIC AI Rajihi Bank 
and three other trading insti- 
tutions had the lion share of 
the share Transactions m the 
first half of this year. The 
decline in their share prices 
has sharply boosted business 
in the mark# interns of the 
number of traded . tees,” 
Mr. Ahmad, ^aid. ‘ 

Mote than 70 batiks and 
companies trade their shares 
in Saudi Arabia, which has 
no official exchange 1 as deal- 
ing is conducted through an 
advanced bank network. 
Despite (he absence of a 
floor, -the Saudi market 
accounts for nearly half the 
total Arab share capitalisa- 
tion and one third of the 
turnover. . . 


First 


Palestinian 
Airways 
plane 
delivered 
... to Egypt 
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GAZA CITY (AFP) — 

Palestinian Airways has 
taken delivery of its first air- 
liner, but the plane had to 
land in Egypt because Israel 
and the Palestinian National 
Authority are still squabbling 
over the opening of an airport 
in Gaza, officials said 
Wednesday. 

General Fayez Zeidan. 
head of the Palestinan Airport 
Authority, said the Fokker 50 
passenger jet landed Tuesday 
in die Sind port of Al Arish. 

Tt-fiew *tq Egypt because 
• 'Israel h&ftgH<et giyen fflthb-j 
ruction' planes to l9nd|aij 
our airport;’ hie told Affi He 
said the second of two 
Fokker 50s ordered by the 
nascent Palestinian airline 
would be delivered next 
week. The Palestinian Na- 
tional Authority has built a 
runway at Dehamya, in the 
southern Gaza Snip, but dis- 
putes with Israeli authorities 
have prevented further work 
on an international airport to 
be constructed at the site. 

Israel is insisting that the 
airport terminal be placed in a 
zone under joint Israeli - 
Palestinian control and that 
Israel retain full responsibili- 
ty for security checks on 
incoming and outgoing pas- 
sengers and goods. 

Palestinian President Yass- 
er ■ Arafat's personal plane 
landed at the airfield earlier 
tins year in a symbolic inau- 
gural ceremony, but he was 
not in the plane at the time. 
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Former finance minister: 
Consumer confidence fading 


(Continued from page 8) 


the Jordanian indebtedness to that of Israel 
and highlighted that in 1990 the Jordanian 
debts exceeded 280 per cent of GDP 
whereas the rate in Israel was 1 12 per cent, 
in 1994, the rate fell to 121 per cent in Jor- 
dan and to 92 per cent in Israel. Internal 
debts accounted for 28 per cent of the total 
Jordan debt in 1994 whereas the internal 
debt represented 72 per cent 

Mr. Jardaneh showed that the Kingdom 
performed so well in terms of investments 
as a percentage of GDP. 

He said djat the rates in Jordan in 1992 
and 1993 were 30 per cent and 31.8 respec- 
tively compared to 22 per cent and 22.7 per 
cent in Turkey, 18.2 per cent and 19.6 per 
cent in Egypt, 27,3 per cent and 25.9 per 
cent in Indonesia, 19.6 per cent and 20.4 
per cent in Brazil and 23 per cent and 24.1 
per cent in Morocco. 


Consumer confidence fading 
Replying to various questions over a two- 


hour period. Mr. Jardaneh expected growth 
in 1996 to be between three and six per 
cent.. 

He said that some indicators were posi- 
tive whereas some others were not as they 
should be. He pointed out that "consumer 
confidence is diminishing and home starts 
declining when measure on domestic 
cement sales.” 

On a positive note, he said that there has 
been a high growth in electrical consump- 
tion by industries in the first quarter and 
that if exports to Iraq are neutralised, there 
has also been a high growth in exports. 

Mr. Jardaneh denied that economic 
growth was not showing in better living 
conditions for the people by pointing to the 
rise in local and national savings but he 
admitted that such benefits were “concen- 
trated.” He explained that had the benefi- 
ciaries of economic growth been the poor 
and limited-income classes, the reflection 
would have shown in higher consumption. 

He gestured that benefits of economic 
growth would over time trickle to the poor 
— a policy that has been known as 
"Reaganomics” in the United States. 
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Amra Hotel Shop§ 
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Make Car 
Rental Simple 
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RENT 

\ FLATS 
\VILLAS 


Shmeisani 

Tel. 693399 
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Arsenal poised to name 


Frenchman as new manager 


LONDON (AFP) — Arse- 
nal are reportedly poised to 
name Frenchman Arsene 
Wenger as their new man- 
ager following the sacking 
of Bruce Riocb. 

The club is expected to 
confirm Wenger’s appoint- 
ment at a press conference 
before the weekend and 
Wenger has told close 
friends in Strasbourg that he 
has satisfactorily concluded 
talks with Arsenal. 

“He rang me from Tokyo 
and told me he has taken die 
job,” said a long-time friend 
in Wenger’s former home- 
town of Strasbourg, who 
asked not to be identified. 

The former Monaco 
coach, in charge of Japanese 
club Nagoya Grampus 
Eight, is expected to leave 
Tokyo late Wednesday for 
London. Grampus Eight, 
however, refuse to confirm 
or deny Wenger's possible 
departure. 

“We want him to stay with 


us but we have not held spe- 
cific discussion on the mat- 
ter. Even if such a deal with 
Arsenal is under discussion 
in secrecy, I don't think be 
(Wenger) would talk about 
it openly,” said Grampus 
Eight spokesman Masaharu 
Tesbima. 

The 47-year-old Wenger, 
who is a close friend of 
Highbury Vice-Chairman 
David Dein, was recently 
wanted as the Football As- 
sociation's new technical 
director by in-coming Eng- 
land boss Glenn Hoddle — 
his former protege at Mo- 
naco. 

But Hoddle has admitted 
his own attempts to bring 
Wenger to England failed 
because the Frenchman 
wants to continue in a day- 
to-day managerial role at a 
top club. 

Arsenal are so far refusing 
to confirm the appointment 
of Wenger. 

“The new manager has to 


be a first class coach, some- 
one to communicate with 
the players and the board,” 
Arsenal Chairman Peter 
Hill Wood told the Sun. 

“Football has gone inter- 
national in recent seasons 
and that is the route we will 
continue to follow. 

“The coach is responsible 
for the players and the team 
performance and the direc- 
tors run the club. It works 
well on the continent so 
why should it not work 
here?” 

Hill Wood said he doubted 
any firm announcement 
would be made before 
Saturday. 

Wenger, who only played 
1 1 matches in three seasons 
as a professional, launched 
a sparkling career in man- 
agement after becoming 
youth team chief of Stras- 
bourg and Nancy. 

He was appointed chief 
coach at Monaco in 1987 
where he lifted the French 


championship after signing 
both Hoddle and former 
England striker Mark 
Hateley. 

Hoddle said: *T would not 
be where 1 am today if it 
were not for Arsene. Wor- 
king with him at Monaco, 
stimulated me to go into 
management 

“Wherever he has gone he 
has been a major success. 
At one stage he was offered 
the job of French national 
team coach but at the time it 
wasn’t right for him. 

‘1 believe he would make 
an excellent technical direc- 
tor. But if he chose to stay at 
club level I’m sure he 
would be successful." 

There is speculation al- 
ready that Wenger will try 
to influence the capture of 
AC Milan’s brilliant Libe- 
rian striker George Weah, 
who was under his wing in 
French football. 


Williams advances to clash with Graf 


MANHATTAN BEACH, California (AFP) 
— r Venus Williams advanced to the third 
round of the $450,000 WTA Tour tennis 
tournament here Tuesday, lining up a shot 
at Steffi Graf, whose Grand Slam titles 
alone number more than Williams’ pro 
matches. 

Graf, the world number one and top seed 
whose victory at Wimbledon this year was 
her 20th Grand Slam, triumph, eased into 
the third round with a 6-4, 6-2 victory over 
American Katrina Adams. 

Williams, a tall, big-hitting 16-year-old, 
defeated Linda Wild 6-1, 6-2 to take her 
career win-loss record to 7-6. 

Graf’s match was her first in five weeks. 
A knee injury forced her out of the Olympic 
Games, but she. said Adams’ attacking style 
caused her more trouble than rustiness. 

‘Tt hasn’t been that long. I’ve had worse 
lay-offs,’’ Graf said. “She doesn’t let you 
get a rhythm. We basically bad no rallies, so 
you just try to concentrate on your serve 
and your return and try whenever you can 
to go for the backhand passing shot” _ 
j _Graf is playirig c at Manhattan Beach for 
. the first time' since 1987r‘when she" beat- 
[ Chris F.vpjt jn the final to gain the world 
number one 'ranking for the first time. She 
has been ranked number one for a record 
345 weeks in her career. 

Williams, touted as a tennis prodigy 
before she hit her teens, has been kept 
largely off the circuit by ber coacb/manager 
father, Richard Williams. 

But she said she was looking forward to 
meeting Graf Wednesday night. 


“I rhink everyone always wants to play 
the number one player in the world,” 
Williams said. ‘1 don’t think I’ll have any 
trouble staying calm. 1 have nothing to lose. 
It will be fun for me.” 

Lindsay Davenport, fresh from her gold 
medal-winning performance at the Atlanta 
Olympics, was relieved to get past Italian 
left-hander Francesca Lubiani 7-5, 6-2. 

Davenport, the fourth seed, said sbe had 
trouble getting the measure of Lubiani’s 
left-handed serve. She also admitted to 
some nerves before the second-round 


Sampras 
seriously 
tested in 


Indianapolis 


encounter. 

“I’m glad to get this first match out of the 
way,” she said. “I was nervous to play here. 
This is where I’m from, and a lot of people 
are expecting more from me now.” 
Reflecting on the task facing Williams, 
Davenport sai± ‘‘Even up to last year, 
whenever I played any of those top players 
I thought, ‘please don’t let me be killed.’ 
“You go out thinking you have nothing to 
lose, and soon you’re thinking, ‘please, let 
me win a game soon.”’ i 

In other second-round matches TUesd&yj 
third-seeded KimikoDaterof -Japan 'defeat- 
ed Gala Leon Garcia of Spain 6-2, 3-6, 6-4. 
Fifth-seeded South African Amanda 
Coetzer defeated American Jolene 
Watanabe 6-4, 6-0, eighth-seeded American 
Amy Frazier beat compatriot Debbie 
Graham 7-6 (7/5), 2-6, 7-5, and Italy’s 
Silvia Farina defeated France’s Nathalie 
Tauziat 6-7 (7/9), 6-3, 6-2. 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — 
Top-seeded Pete Sampras 
was seriously tested by 
300th-ranked qualifier Don 
Johnson of the United 
States before capturing a 7- 
6 (7-3) 6-7 (8-10) 6-2 sec- 
ond-round win at the $1 .04 
million RCA Champion- 
ships. 

‘1 feel that my game is 
coming around a little bit 
even though I struggled a 
little bit today." Sampras 
said. “I feel like I had such 
a long break, five weeks 
after Wimbledon. That is 
the longest break I’ve bad 
in some time and I need; 
some matches to get into 
the swing of things." 

Fifth-seeded American 
Todd Martin is also feeling 
a little bit uncomfortable 
on the tennis court these 
days, but managed to post a 
2-6 6-2 6-1 victory over 
121st-ranked Mauricio 
Hadad of Colombia. 


-Jf you are a good-looking mala ) 

wfthagreat physique, oozing with ^ 
personality, tall, 24-29 (or look that young). 


RyouVegot style, 'presence, charm 
and that It takes to model (or an 
international fashion company. 
If you tWnk you're It. well, prove it 


FOR RENT 

A SUPER DELUXE FULLY FURNISHED APART- 
MENT. 3 BEDROOMS. SPACIOUS RECEPTION. TV 
AMD DINING ROOM. FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN. 
PANORAMIC VIEW IN ONE OF THE BEST 
LOCATIONS IN RABIA. ANNUAL RENT. 


PLEASE CALL TEL: 

700696 ( 816918 / 079-35591 


Send ctosa-up and / or full body 
photos to PO Box 851348 
or call us at 861226. Well 
schedule you fora casting session., 


And if you've got the guts to 
answer this ad, do tt within tha 
next two days. y 


If not, you might be missing V 
your chance tar a great career! 


In Shmeisani / Distinguished Location 
Two flats - 2 bedrooms with telephone 
One 3-bedroom flat with telephone 


DELUXE SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

* Unfurnished 1st floor. 3 bedrooms (ind. 1 master), 3 baths, 
kitchen, living, dining, sitting rooms and 3 balconies. Total space 
300 square metres. Location: Shmeisani, opposite Darotel, 
i quiet area, beautiful view. 

For more Information, please contact owner 
at 605480 


VILLA FOR RENT 


Nicely furnished villa. Consisting of three bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, family room, dining room + reception room, big i 
garden, two terraces. Tla'a Al All, off Mecca Street 


Please call telephone number 5528979, 
between 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 


FLAT FOR ANNUAL RENT 

* Furnished or unfurnished. Contains 3 bedrooms 
wfth enclosures, Parking - C/H - lift. Deluxe furniture, j 

" Location: Tla'a Al-Ali - behind Jabri 


Call: 079-37589 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Second floor apartment, consisting of 3 salons, dining room, 
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 verandas, new American 
kitchen, 180 sq.m. area. Location; Jabal Amman, 2nd Circle. 
Please call Tel: 653145, Amman 
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Argentine soccer star Diego Maradona gestures while talking to fans and reporters upon his arrival at Geneva 
Airport. Maradona flew into Switzerland to begin a drags cure programme at a private clinic on the shores 01 Lake 
Geneva (Reuter photo) 


Maradona arrives in Switzerland for drugs cure 


GENEVA (R) — Diego Ma- 
radona flew into Switzer- 
land Tuesday to begin a 
drugs cure at a private clin- 
ic on the shores of Lake Ge- 


neva. 

The 35-year-old former 
Argentina soccer captain, 
twice suspended for using 
drugs, looked tired but re- 
laxed on arrival at Geneva 
Airport. He greeted bystan- 
ders, picked up children and 
joked with a group of 
reporters. 

But he refused to answer 
any questions about the rea- 
sons for his visit or about 
his drugs problem as he was 
whisked through customs 
into a waiting car. 

Swiss Television reported 
that Maradona was heading 
to “La Prairie” clinic. locat- 


ed at Clarens-Sur-Montreux 
overlooking Lake Geneva, 
for detoxification treatment. 

The clinic itself refused to 
comment on the report. “We 
never divulge either the 
identity of our patients nor 
their treatment," said a clin- 
ic spokeswoman. 

Once considered the grea- 
test soccer player in the 
world Maradona was twice 
suspended for using drugs 
— in 1992 when he was 
playing for Italian club Na- 
poli and during the 1994 
World Cup in the United 
States. 

He has also been arrested 
for cocaine possession in 
Argentina. 

A day after abruptly end- 
ing his stint with local side 
Boca Juniors, Maradona 


said in Buenos Aires Mon- 
day that he wanted to kick 
his drug habit for the sake 
of his daughters. 

“I’m told there’s an 80 per 
cent chance they will cure 
my addiction. I’ll make up 
for the rest with grit and 
couraee.” he told local tele- 


vision. 

‘The Swiss clinic was rec- 
ommended to me by a 
friend and I’m going be- 
cause in Argentina many 
doctors instead of treating 
you and curing you just take 
your money,” he added. 

“Besides, there is no 
knowledge about drugs here 
and many people have no 
idea bow hard it is to get 
over a bout of depression 
and an addiction.” 

Maradona said that after 


the 12-day treatment he 
would visit his brother 
Raoul in Canada and then 
travel to Cuba to meet ath- 
letes who took pan in the jT. 
Olympics. 

“I wanted to go to the Uni- 
ted States but since they're 
not letting me in I’m going 
to Cuba." he stud. 

Maradona announced he 
was leaving Boca just be- 
fore the team's penultimate 
match of the season against 
Estudiantes De La Plata 
Sunday. Boca lost 2-1, 
dashing their title hopes. 

“It's all my fault what is 
happening to Boca right 
now." he said before the 
game. 


Kafelnikov, Courier advance in New Haven 


NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 
(R) — Top-seeded Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov and third seed 
Jim Courier struggled be- 
fore reaching the third 
round of the Pilot Pen 
International Tennis Tour- 
nament with victories Tues- 
day. 

Kafelmkov, the French 
Open champion, had a sha- 
ky first set which he lost 


after being blanked in the 
tiebreaker, but he took con- 
trol to overcome fellow 
Russian Andrei Olhovskiy 
6-7 (0-7) 6-3 6-3. 

Courier, ranked ninth in 
the world. eliminated 
Swede Mikael Tills trom 7-6 
(7-5) 6-3. 

Courier trailed 4-2 in the 
tiebreaker before capitalis- 
ing on his opponent's un- 


FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 


A fully furnished 2 bedrooms penthouse of large terraces, j 
' built-in kitchen, European style furniture, 200 sq.m, sur- j 
! face + independent utilities (W & E & CH) + separate 
1 telephone line & number + TV & video & satellite. 

For more information please call Tel No.: 820031 


forced errors to run out the 
first set. 

Serving for the match at 
5-3 in the second set, the 
Florida resident blew a 40-0 
lead and four match points 
before surviving a long 
deuce game to complete the 
conquest 

I'm really happy with the 
way I played tonight,” said 
Courier, who was number 
one in the world in 1992. “I 
wasn’t expecting an easy 
match. I just hope to keep 
playing this w*ay so I can give 


some other people trouble.” 
“I had my chances but he 
was too good.” said Tills- 
trom. “He hit a lot of first 


serves. 

In first-round marches. 10th 


seed Jan Siemerink of the || 


Netherlands beat American 
Louis Gloria 6-1 6-2. 11th 
seed Byron Black of 
Zimbabwe defeated Austra- 
lian Pat Cash 7-6 (7-6) 6-4 
and 15th seed Andrea Gau- 
denzi of Italy knocked off 
Karol Kucera of Slovakia 6-2 
7-6 (7-3). 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 
AMMAN 

INDEPENDENCE DAY OF INDIA 

On the occasion of the independence Day of India, a 
flag-hofetkig ceremony- will be held on Thursday, 
August 15, 1996 at 9:00 a.m. at the premises of the 
Embassy of India, First Circle, Jabal Amman (opposite 
Malhas Hospital). 

All Indians and persons of Indian origin in Jordan with 
their family members are cordially invited to attend 
the function. 


Mff International Community School 
Khilda, Amman 

We are the only school in Amman offering the full 
British curriculum, with minor adaptations which 
reflect our international context, for children aged between 
three and eleven years. 

The language of instruction is English and all of our full- 
time staff are UK-qualified. There is extra provision for 
the support of non-English speaking children. In addition, 
several curriculum subjects are specialist taught. 

Our school provides a pleasant, stimulating environment 
with priority given to monitoring and enhancing the 
progress of individual pupils. 

The new term begins on 4th September, but applications 
for admission should be made during July and August on 
Mondays at the school. 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, or in 
writing to P.O. Box 2002, Amman III 81. 


Further details: Tel: 841070 Fax: 847109 


f PRIVATE PIANO LESSONS > 
FOR ALL LEVELS 

Convenient location, easy parking, ABRSM accredited 
.Fluent English, French and Spanish speaking teachers. 
For more details, please call 681544 or 682712. , 


Three storey unfurnished building in prime area,i 
each storey consisting of 3 bedrooms, 300 sq.m., 
suitable for diplomatic missions. 

For further details, please call 
Tel: 864230 - 865167 - Fax: 864231 




Near the 7th Circle. 1st floor with garden, 3 bed- 
rooms, dining & living, 2 baths + 2 balconies, tele- 
phone & heating, separate water tanks, very conve- 
nient Annual rent JD 5,500. 

Contact owner at 819380, 815144, 815943 


Unfurnished 3-BedroomRoof 

Location: Between the 6th and 7th Circles. 

Please Call Tel. 81 3671 


y Iflftmtbw Theatre ^.Cfrema^ vNabtl e-Hisham’s 

frfravS - tel- 62515* • • 




Clueless 




Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD “1” Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 

Laila Alawi & Singer Mohammad Fuad in Ju|ja Rober ts...in theatre group in the play entitled 

Traffic Lights Something to Talk About 

(Arabic) Shows: 12 : 3 0> 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 Fjve-Star Government 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 Ace Ventura “ 2 ” vauvci 

ei _ c Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 

Toy Story CONCORD “2” & Hussein Tubeishat 

5:00 p- m shows: JTg o! b:i 5 . 10:30 play starts 8:30 p.m 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 


For reservation please call 
625155-640155 


Arab Human Rights a\ 

At 8:30 p.m. 
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100 participants register 
for Rumman Hill Climb 

Rl? DAl.fnw M.LL - 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Around luO 
participants from Jordan 
UAE, Saudi Arabia . Leba- 
nop f Egypt and Bahrain 
will be testing their driving 
skills when the country’s 
most popular auto sport 
event. The Rumman Hill 
Climb, begins Friday 

This year’s competition is 
the 40th to be organised by 
the Royal Automobile Club 
of Jordan (RACJj. 

Results will be an- 
nounced Friday night in a 
special ceremony oreanised 
by RACJ. 

Registration for the event, 
which was initiated by His 


King Hussien in 
closed Sunday. 

The event has attracted 
participants from several 
Arab nations, including 
UAim Mohammad Ben 
jahm und Salem Ben Shai- 
ban. from Bahrain Sheikh 
Jaber Ben Ali Al Khalifeh, 
Kaed Abed Jawad from 
Saudi Arabia and Nader 
khayyat from Egypt, at 
least 10 Lebanese partici- 
pants have registered inc- 
luding Jean Pierre Nasral- 
lah who held the best time 
record last year 
Also From Lebanon Nabil 
Karam. Adel Matni and the 
only female driver Hanadi 
Salam will take pan in the 
competition 


The event has attracted 
the country's top competi- 
tors vying for advanced 
standings in the 1996 Jor- 
dan Driver's Open Champi- 
onship. 

Jordan will depend on 
Ahmad Da wood , Bashshar 
Busrami, Marouf Abu S am- 
rah anil others who will 
face a greater challenge 
from the other participants 

Competitors in the two 
session event will be trying 
to break the record for the 3 
kilo metre- long event which 
was set by His Majesty 
King Hussien in 1989 in his 
Mercedes 190 with a time 
of 2 minutes 42 seconds 


Cantona could play for France 


PARIS (R) — Manchester 
L'nited idol Eric Cantona, 
the most notable absentee 
at Euro 96, could vet plav 
for France when they host 
the World Cup finals in 
1998. 

France coach Aime 
Jacquet said in an interview 
published Tuesday that all 
French players with clubs 
abroad had a chance of 
being picked, particularly 
this season which he 
termed a “phase of prepara- 
tion, trials, transformation.” 

“A choice is never defini- 
tive," Jacquet told the 
sports daily L'Equipe when 
asked whether he would 
again consider picking 
Cantona and Newcastle 
United winger David Gino- 
la. 

“I know them. I know 
how to use them. But for 
the moment we’re working 
on a continuity basis. If I 
continue with my task it’s 
not to go in reverse. 

“But I’m not made of 
stone, nor an idiot, nor mad. 


I’m there to build the best 
possible team... To prepare 
for the World Cup.” 

Jacquet added that Can- 
tona and Ginola were “pre- 
cisely. an alternative 
choice.” 

Cantona, who helped 
Manchester United win the 
English double lasr season, 
confirmed his status as the 
most influential player in 
the Premier League with 
his performance in United’s 
4-0 rout of Newcastle in the 
Charity Shield at Wembley 
Sunday. 

France disappointed at 
the European Champi- 
onship finals in England in 
June when they went out in 
the semifinals after starting 
among the favourites to win 
the event. Their attack 
became more blunt as the 
tournament progressed. 

Jacquet did not pick Can- 
tona and Ginola after build- 
ing a side unbeaten in the 
qualifying series and which 
has yet to taste defeat in 28 
matches, going out to the 


Czech Republic in the Euro 
96 semifinals on penalties. 

“I’ve made difficult 
choices, heavy with conse- 
quences,” Jacquet said of 
his two years so far in the 
job. 

He said his chief forwards 
Youri Djorkaeff and Zine- 
dine Zidane, now respec- 
tively with Intemazionale 
and Juventus in Italy, had 
lost their way in the Euro- 
pean Championship finals. 

“I’m still convinced they 
can work well together. But 
they are going to have to 
think about what happened 
in England and that lack of 
explosion in their game.” 

Jacquet said France 
would have to be playing 
badly, however, for veteran 
striker Jean-Piere Papin, 
back in his home country 
with Bordeaux after several 
seasons abroad with AC 
Milan then Bayern Munich, 
to earn a recall. 


Sensation 
bids for 1 st 
group one 
success 

DEAUVILLE, France (R) 
— French-trained filly 
Sensation, who made such 
a big impression at New- 
market last month, steps up 
to group one company in 
the Prix Jacques Le Marois 
Thursday. 

The Newmarket victory 
at the big July meeting had 
class written all over it and 
the daughter of Soviet Star, 
defending a four-race un- 
beaten record, may have 
more scope that stable 
companion Le Triton, win- 
ner of the Prix Jean Prat 
earlier in the season. 

The presence of the Irish 
2,000 Guineas winner 
Spinning World, and the 
Sussex Stakes second 
Chamwood Forest, should 
ensure that this is a stiff test 

Spinning World's lack- 
lustre effort in the Sl 
J ames's Palace Stakes at 
Royal Ascot last time is 
best forgotten as the Niar- 
chos family runner was 
unsuited by the fast 
ground. 

The ground is expected to 
prove more congenial for 
Spinning World who likes 
a bit of give and looked a 
good horse when winning 
in Ireland. 

Chamwood Forest was a 
hot favourite for the Sussex 
Stakes at Goodwood only 
to find First Island too 
good. 

As long as the ground is 
not too soft the colt will 
take his chance with British 
champion jockey Frankie 
Dettori on board 

Dettori has recently 
returned from injury and 
will be wearing the Godol- 
phin colours for the first 
time since his comeback. 


Iraq beats Jordan 1-0, qualifies 
for Asian Cup finals in UAE 


AMMAN (,AP) — Abdul- 
Jabbar Hannonn scored 
midway through the sec- 
ond half Tuesday, secur- 
ing a 1-0 victory for Iraq 
over Jordan and sending 
his country to the 11th 
Asian Cap finals. 

Hannoun gave Iraq the 
lead in the 62nd minute, 
taking a rebounded ball 
from Jordanian keeper 
Ahma d Abu Nasouh and 
sending it right into the 
net. 

The Jordanians resisted 
relentless Iraqi offensives 


throughout the game 
played before 24,000 fans. 

In the I7th minute, 
Iraqi striker Ahmad 
Swadi received the ball 
from a free kick from 
teammate Saheb Abbas to 
fire it a few metres away 
from the Jordanian goal- 
post 

In the second half, the 
Jordanians tried to 
advance. They missed a 
chance in the 55th 
minute, when striker 
Jiryes Tadros received a 
cross kick from team 


Captain Jamal Abu Abed 
and swerved the ball 
toward the Iraqi net, 
where keeper Imad 
Hashem was on guard. 

Another chance for the 
Jordanians came five 
minutes before Bahraini 
referee Ali Al Sheikh blew 
his whistle. Striker Bns- 
sam Khatib unleashed a 
long, threatening shot 
which was intercepted 
near the Iraqi net 

Following Jordan's and 
Pakistan's defeat in the 
qualifying matches for 


group 6. Iraq will ad- 
vance to the 12-team 
Asian cup finals in the 
United Arab Emirates 
from Dec. 3 to 20. Bang- 
ladesh, another group 6 
participant withdrew 
from the tournament. 

Other teams contesting 
the finals are South 
Korea, China, Thailand, 
Indonesia, Iran, Syria, 
Uzbekistan, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait Japan and 
host Emirates. 


No arguments this year, Beckenbauer tells Bayern 


BONN (R) — Chairman 
Franz Beckenbauer has 
warned Bayern Munich 
they will need composure 
as well as their big pre-sea- 
son signings if they want to 
beat champions Borussia 
Dortmund to the German 
League title. 

The two clubs have 
splashed out about SI 6 mil- 
lion between them on new 
players during the summer 
in preparation for another 
duel for Bundesiiga 
supremacy, starting this 
weekend. 

But that will count for lit- 
tle if Germany's richest 
club Bayern allow a repeat 
of the internal squabbling 
which damaged last sea- 
son’s campaign. 

“You don't win titles with 
arguments, and those petty 
jealousies cost us the cham- 
pionship,” former World 
Cup-winning captain and 
coach Beckenbauer said. 
“That’s why Dortmund 
won the title." 

Dortmund have bought 
classy Portuguese midfield- 
er Paulo Sousa and promis- 
ing young defender Rene 
Schneider while Bayern 
have attracted international 
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

A leading multinational Japanese consumer 
electronics company requires the following personnel 
for Iheir representative office in Jordan. 

SALES/MARKETING OFFICERS 

Applicants should be graduates, below 30 years of age 
with good communication skills. You should have 
around 3 years experience in field sales or in a 
marketing / marketing support function, preferably in 
the consumer electronics field. The job involves sales 
activities, sales analysis, maintaining product 
information, implementation of marketing strategies for 
specific product categories and analysis of market 
conditions of the countries in the Phoenicia region. 

ACCOUNTANT 

Candidates should be Commerce graduates below 27 
years of age with 3 to 5 years experience in the 
Accounts Department of reputed organisations. 
Experience in independently handling the Accounts of 
a medium sized company, preparation and analysis of 
various data for managerial information as well as 
computer literacy is essential. Knowledge of 
import/Export procedures and dealing with Banks and 
Government agencies will be an advantage. 

SECRETARY 

Candidates should be below 25 years with 3 to 5 years 
secretarial experience. Computer literacy with 
excellent stenographic skills and pleasant telephone 
manners are also vital. 

DRIVER 

Candidates must possess a valid Jordanian driving 
licence with about 5 years experience «r i drwing a 
car/light commercial vehicle. Experience- in handling 
general administrative matters will be an added 
advantage. 

For all the above positions fluency in spoken and 
written English is a must. 

The company offers attractive salary & perks. Please 
forward a resume within 7 days cleariy ma^ng ^e 
position applied for on the envelope addressed to - 
The Human Resources Manager, C/O. P.O- Bo 
851 348, Amman 11185. Jordan. 


FURNISHED DELUXE APTS FOR RENT 


Shemissani Near Birds Garden Each With Garage 

1 - Ground FI. With Garden Sep. EnL 2 Salons, Dining, Sep. 
Living, Master Br. 2 Brs, Maid Rm. Area 275 m 2 
Anually 12000J.D. 

2 - 4th FI. Salon Sitting, Dining, 3 B.Rs, Lift. Area 165 m 2 
Anually 7000 J.D. 


Tel. 698100 Dr. ABIDI 10A.m. -2/5-12 P.m. 



midfielder Mario B aster 
and Italian striker Ruggiero 
Rizzitelli to Munich. 

Adding Basler from Wer- 
der Bremen, and Rizzitelli 
from Torino, to a squad 
which already included 
German captain Jueigen 
Klinsmann and internation- 
als Lothar Matthaeus and 
Mehmet Scholl, has made 
Bayern the bookmakers' 
favourites to win a record 
14th title. 

But the Munich dressing 
room is like a firework 
waiting to be lit. 

Klinsmann and former 
German captain Matthaeus 
had a bitter public row last 
season and Basler and 
Scholl both have reputa- 
tions for being outspoken. 

In contrast, Dortmund 
showed more discipline 
during the tense battle last 
season. 

Their coach Ottmar 
Hitzfeld said: “The team 
has grown together through 
winning the title. The har- 
mony is better now than it 
was last year." 

Bayern and Dortmund 
left the pack far behind last 
season, and as no other 
clubs have the deep pockets 
to match them, they look 
set to dominate again. 

The main challenge could 
come from Bremen. Borus- 
sia Moenchengladbaqh, and., 
. V^Stuttgag,,. ,. v u 0l . ' 

Dortmund-. , go into the 
new season with injury 
worries. Sousa, signed from 
Juventus, and former Hansa 


Rostock star Schneider may 
be forced ro sit out the first 
part of the campaign. 

Hitzfeld will also be with- 
out Germany midfielder 
Steffen Freund, who picked 
up a long-term knee injury 
during the European Cham- 
pionship in England in 
June. 

The champions' problems 
were exposed in the Ger- 
man Cup last Sunday when 
they crashed out in the first 
round to regional league 
side Wanenscheid. 

“We haven't got back to 
form yet," experienced 
defender Juergen Kohler 
said. “We'll need another 
three or four games.’’ 

Dortmund begin the 
defence of their title Satur- 


day with a tough away 
game at Bayer Leverkusen, 
revitalised under new coach 
Christoph Daum, the for- 
mer Stuttgart trainer. 

Bayern have the chance to 
get a head start when they 
take on relegation candi- 
dates St. Pauli Friday night. 

All eyes will be on the 
controversial Basler, not 
just during the game, where 
his deadly free kicks could 
be a great asset, but also 
after the match when he 
talks to reporters. 

The 27-vear-oId has a 
reputation for outspoken 
attacks on other figures in 
the game and his move to 
the controversial Bayern 
dressing room has raised 
evebrows. 


OPENING SOON ; 

The British Early Learning Centre 

(BELC) Nursery And Kindergarten 
English offered to young learners 
in a creative and fun way 
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Registration starting 
August 17th from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Limited places available 
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possess a 

In accordance with its role to promote and sustain contact 
between Jordan and Britain, the British Council is proposing 
to establish and maintain a.. 

Register of Jordanians who have 
studied and qualified in Britain 

TtusRegister will be developed as a data-base at The British Ccnmdl, Amman. Information 
fresn that data-base wffl be available to British businessmen and acade m ics seeking 
contacts in. Jordan; and to Jordanian businessmen and scholars seeking people within 
Jcxrdacn who have similar badcgroiJiKis and interests to ttLemsdves. 

People wishing to baindudadon the Register should fin out the following application and 
return it to: The British Council, P 0 Box 634, Amman 11118 or Fax 656413 

Marik forms can also be collected from the Reception Desk at toe British Council, Jabal 
Amman, first Circle, Rainbow Street, Tel 636 147/8. 
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Register of Jordanians Qualified from the UK 
Application Form 


Name 

Place & Date of Birth 
Address 


Tel/Fax Number (Home). 


Tel/Fax Number (Business). 

E-Mail Addre s s 

Current Job 

Job Title 


Name & Address of Employer . 


British Qualifications- 


Place and Date of Study in Britain 
Subject of Study 


Did You Receive a Scholarship? 

If Yes, From Whom? 

Leisure Interests 


Buameas or Academic Connections with the UK , 


Membership of Chibs/Societies. 


Signature:. 
Date: 


v: 
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Israeli far right, Palestinians 
assail reported Hebron plan 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Two ultra-nation- 
alist parties in Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's coalition gov- 
ernment said Wednesday 
they would oppose any move 
to abandon Israeli army con- 
trol over all the West Bank 
city of Hebron. 

The Tsomet Party led by 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Rafael Eitan and the 
National Religious Party 
(NRP; of Education Minister 
Zevulun Hammer hinted 
they would withdraw from 
government if Mr. 
Netanyahu banded over full 
control of most of Hebron to 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) as required 
under the autonomy accord. 

“We are opposed to the 
agreement as signed under 
the previous government and 
we demand that the Israeli 
army remain responsible for 
security throughout 

Hebron." said Yitzhak Rath, 
a spokesman for the NRP 
which holds nine of the gov- 
erning coalition's 66 seats in 
the 120-member Knesset 

“As it stands today, the 
revised plan being prepared 
by the government appears 
too close to the original pro- 


ject to be acceptable to us,” 
he said. Officials from 
Tsomet said they would act 
in concert with the NRP. 

Mr. Netanyahu reaffirmed 
in a newspaper interview 
published Wednesday that 
his government intended to 
redeploy fee army in 
Hebron, but he provided no 
details. 

“We intend to cany out fee 
redeployment but we want to 
do this in a way feat wiU not 
cause an explosion in the city 
which would not just end the 
lives of Arabs and Jews but 
detonate the peace process,” 
Mr. Netanyahu told fee 
Yediot Aharoot newspaper. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai, who was 
assigned the task of drawing 
up plans for fee Hebron 
withdrawal, will present his 
ideas to Mr. Netanyahu by 
Friday, officials said. 

After approval by Mr. 
Netanyahu, fee project is to 
be presented by Mr. 
Mordechai to Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, pos- 
sibly as early as Sunday. 

Mr. Arafat earlier this week 
warned he would refuse any 
renegotiation of fee require- 
ments concerning Hebron 
under fee autonomy accords. 


Israeli press reports 
Wednesday said Mr. 
MordechaTs revised plan for 
fee pullback would leave fee 
Israeli army in control of 
security across fee city of 
120,000 and greatly increase 
its presence in Jewish areas 
which cover about a fifth of 
Hebron and also include 
some 15,000 Palestinian res- 


idents. 

The plan would also spread 
the redeployment out over a 
longer period than previous- 
ly foreseen. 

As agreed under the auton- 
omy pact the PNA would 
have frill security and civil- 
ian control over the Arab 
quarters of fee city — as it 
currently has in the other 
seven main West Bank 
towns. 

There was to be no Israeli 
military presence in these 
parts of fee city. 

Senior Palestinian officials 
angrily denounced the 
reported new Hebron plan. 

“We reject this completely, 
Israel is trying to escape 
from its agreements," Saeb 
Erakat, local affairs minister 
in fee PNA and a senior 
Palestinian negotiator, told 
AFP from his home in 
Jericho. 


U.S. senator 
discusses 


drugs and 


terrorism 
in Kabul 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — 
U.S. Senator Hank Brown 
said Wednesday that two of 
Washington's biggest wor- 
ries — drugs and terrorism 
— figured in talks this 
week with Afghan officials. 

A lawless country ruled 
by waning factions. 
Afghanistan is one of fee 
world’s biggest suppliers of 
heroin, much of it sent to 
Europe, according to a 
United Nations report 
About 20 per cent makes its 
way to the United States. 

Also troublesome for the 
United States is the pres- 
ence in Afghanistan of 
known extremists. 

According to several 
reports, including Pakistani 
intelligence agents, Osama 
Ben Laden, a reputed 
financier of extremist 
groups in the Middle East 
and elsewhere, is living in 
Afghanistan’s eastern 
Nangaihar province with 
his three wives and an 
entourage of about 150 peo- 
ple. 

Mr. Brown, chairman of 
fee Senate South Asia Sub- 
committee, told a news con- 
ference in fee Pakistan cap- 
ital that he talked to the 
Afghan authorities about 
both drugs and terrorism 
but would not say what 
response he received. 

He said some U.S. money 
spent in Afghanistan 
through the United Nations 
is prevented by law from 
being spent in a known drug 
producing area. 

But seeking extradition of 
Mr. Ben Laden. Mr. Brown 
said was the job of the exec- 
utive branch of the U.S. 


government. 

Mr. Brown spent Monday 
and Tuesday meeting 
Afghan officials, including 
President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani and powerful 
northern warlord General 
Rashid Dostum. 

He did not meet Afghan 
Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, but a 
spokesman for the prime 
minister told the Associated 
Press Wednesday feat “we 
welcome the help of every- 
one, including from the 
United Stares, in our search 
for peace." 

The U.S. was one of the 
biggest financial backers of 
Afghanistan’s rebels in the 
19S0s when they battled 
invading Russian soldiers. 
But in 1992 when fee rebels 
threw out the communists 
from power they quickly 
turned their guns on each 
other. For the past four 
years they have pummelled 
the capital of Kabul with 
rockets, destroying at least 
75 per cent of the city and 
killing more than 25.000, 
people, most of them civil- 
ians. 




U.S. activists retun 


after Iraq mission 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Three 
American activists returned 
to Amman on Wednesday 
after openly defying fee 
U.S. government by travel- 
ling to Iraq on their U.S. 
passports without prior per- 
mission and said they were 
willing to be arrested for 
violating a ban on travel to 
the politically isolared coun- 
try. 

Kathy Kelly, leader of fee 
Chicago-based group called 
Voices in fee Wilderness, 
said she and fee two others, 
Bradford Lyttle and Richard 
McDowell, intended to visit 
fee U.N. office as well as the 
U.S. embassy here to 
“inform them of our trip.” 

The three carried wife 
them medicines worth 
$8,000 and delivered them 
to hospitals in Baghdad and 
fee southern port city of 
Basra. Ms. Kelly told fee 
Jordan Tunes. 

If the U.S. government 
decides to take action 
against them, fee activists 
free up to 12 years in prison 
and $1 million in fine for 
violating fee travel ban. 

While there is no blanket 
order against U.S. citizens 
travelling to Iraq. U.S. laws 
stipulate that prior permis- 
sion be taken if those visit- 
ing that country intend to 
use their U.S. passports. 

Iraq is under sweeping 
international sanctions 
imposed after its August 
1990 invasion and seven- 
month occupation of neigh- 
bouring Kuwait 

A U.S. -led military coali- 
tion evicted Iraq from 
Kuwait in early 1991, but 
fee sanctions remain in 
place pending Baghdad's 
compliance wife U.N. 
demands feat include fee 
elimination of all its 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

Ms. Kelly said her group 
vehemently opposed fee 
sanctions, which she 
described as having brought 
out untold suffering to fee 
people of Iraq. 

“We believe feat one of 


fee most powerful protests 
that we can make against fee 
sanctions is to publicly 
break them." Ms. Kelly said 
“We have broken fee sanc- 
tions twice now.....and we 
intend to do it again.” 

The August 7-14 trip to 
Iraq was fee second under- 
taken by Voices in the 
Wilderness, which claims 
up to 300 hardcore support- 
ers. Another mission, also 
led by Ms. Kelly, went to 
Iraq with relief supplies in 
March this year. 

“We plan to visit the 
United Nations office and 
fee U.S. embassy in Amman 
to inform them of our Iraq 
mission and feat we have 
violated fee sanctions,” said 
Ms. Kelly. “We will also 
announce our plans to send 
another mission to Iraq in 
November.” 

Ms. Kelly said the group 
did not meet any high-rank- 
ing Iraqi official or politi- 
cian during its visit to Iraq. 
“We held technical talks 
with officials in fee Ministry 
of Health and the Ministry 
of Education to identify the 
priorities of need.” 
“Everything is a priority in 
Iraq," she added “They 
could use everything feat we 
could provide from our lim- 
ited sources.” 

Ms. Kelly, who has a 
record of participating in 
anti-nuclear and pacifist 
demonstrations in fee U.S. 
and abroad including 
Bosnia-Herzegovina as well 
as in the Middle East, said 
the American people “are 
unaware of fee tragic reali- 
ties of the people of Iraq, 
particularly women and 
children who are paying fee 
price for the sanctions.” 
“They do not have potable 
water, let alone food,” said 
Ms. Kelly, describing what 
she witnessed in Basra as 
“beyond description.” 
“Hospitals and doctors are 
there but there is no medi- 
cine to treat fee sick," she 
said. “When you hold a 
child in your arms you are 
really moved by the realiza- 
tion that fee child is perhaps 
in fee last few hours of his 
or her life." 


An elderly Palestinian man shuffles past Israeli paratroopers guarding Hebron centre on Wednesday (Reuters photo) 


Syria calls 
for halt to 
normalisation 


with Israel 


DAMASCUS ( Agencies) — 
Syria on Wednesday called 
for the Arabs to halt any nor- 
malisation wife Israel and 
keep up their economic boy- 
cott until fee Jewish stale 
accepts a "land -for- peace" 
settlement. 

“It is time to turn the deci- 
sions of the Arab summit in 
Cairo into action, especially 
on halting the normalisation 
process undertaken by some 
Arab parties ." said the offi- 
cial daily A1 Baath. 

The ruling party’s newspa- 
per was referring to 
Mauritania, Oman, Qatar 
and Tunisia which have 
forged commercial links wife 
Israel. 

“It’s not possible for it 
(Israel) to have economic, 
commercial and political 
links ... wife the Arabs at a 
time when that country has 
launched a full-blown cam- 
paign to Judaise the occupied 
territories,” it said. 

A1 Baath said the Arab eco- 
nomic boycott of Israel was 
“a legitimate weapon of self- 
defence." “We must counter 
the intransigence of Israel 
with a similar intransi- 
gence,” it said, accusing 
Israel's new right-wing 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu of rejecting U.N. 
resaolutions to wihdraw from 
occupid Arab territories. 

In Beirut Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk Al Sharaa 
said Wednesday in Beirut 
that Syria rejects the pre-con- 
ditions of an Israeli with- 
drawal from South Lebanon 
as part of the Jewish state's 
“Lebanon first” proposal. 

“If this option means fee 
disarming of the resistance, 
the integration of the collab- 
orators (fee South Lebanon 
Army — SLA — in the 
national army, security 
arrangements before any 
pullout, this equals a new 
May 17 peace accord which 
we refuse." he told reporters 
in Beirut Lebanon and Israel 
signed on May 17. 1983. a 
peace accord which was 
later abrogated by Lebanon. 

“But if Israel withdraws 
without conditions from 
Lebanon, in line wife United 
Nations Security Council 
Resolution 425, we wel- 
come this move." he said 
after holding talks wife 
Lebanese President Elias 
HrawL 


One killed, 11 wounded in 


Cyprus green line clashes 


DHERINIA, Cyprus 

(Agencies) — Turkish troops 
on Wednesday killed a Greek 
Cypriot demonstrator and 
wounded 11 other people in 
fee second fatal clash this 
week in the buffer zone of this 
war-divided island. 

Police spokesman Glafcos 
Xenos identified the slain pro- 
tester as Solomos Spirou 
Solomou, 26. from Paralimni, 
southeast Cyprus. 

One of the wounded, he 
said, was a 59-year-old 
woman who was shot in the 
abdomen. The others included 
two United Nations peace- 
keepers and two Cypriot 
policemen. 

Waldimar Rokoszewlri, 
spokesman for fee 1 200- 
strong UN. peacekeeping 
force in Cyprus, told the state- 
run Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation. That one soldier 
was wounded in the arm and 
another in the back. 

He would not give their 
nationalities or elaborate on 


tbeir condition but the official 
Cyprus News Agency said 
they were British. The agency 
gave no source for its 
information. 

Cyprus President Glafcos 
derides, meanwhile, called 
for an urgent meeting later 
Wednesday of fee National 
Security Council to discuss 
the latest spate of violence. 

Mr. Derides chairs the 
council, which groups key 
cabinet ministers and political 
party leaders and debates 
issues of national security. 

The Greek Cypriot protestor 
was shot after he broke 
through barbed wire on fee 
edge of the Turkish Cypriot 
zone at Dberinia and climbed 
up a flagpole in an attempt to 
tear down a Turkish flag, wit- 
nesses said. 

He was reaching for fee red- 
and-white flag when he was 
shot in the head and fell to fee 
ground, they said. UN. sol- 
diers and protestors reached 
under the barbed wire to drag 


his body out of the Turkish 
Cypriot area. 

The shooting happened 
almost at the same spot where 
another Greek Cypriot protes- 
tor. Tassos Isaac, was beaten 
to death in clashes with 
Turkish Cypriots on Sunday, 
in fee worst intercommunal 
violence on fee island in 22 
years. After Isaacs emotional 
funeral Wednesday in his 
hometown of Paralimni. hun- 
dreds of protestors came to 
Dherinia. 

While a delegation was lay- 
ing a wreath and a Greek flag 
at the place where the 24-year- 
old was beaten to death, some 
200 Greek Cypriot demon- 
strators stormed into no-man’s 
land and marched to the edge 
of fee Turkish Cypriot zone. 

Greek Cypriot anti-riot 
police armed wife tear gas and 
batons deployed in front of fee 
buffer zone to try to prevent a 
repeat of Sunday's violence, 
but failed to stop the protes- 
tors from breaking through. 


Greek tugs pull troubled Turkish navy 
frigate home in neighbourly gesture 


ATHENS (AFP) — Greek 
tugboats on Wednesday 
towed a Turkish Davy frigate 
into its own territorial waters 
in fee southeastern Aegean 
Sea, averting a potential new 
crisis between fee rival coun- 


tries. 

Foreign Minister Theodore 
Pan gal os said he was pleased 
feat “Greek sovereignty was 
not put in doubt at any time” 
and feat “everything took 
place in accordance wife 
international practice in such 
cases.” After an agreement 
reached between fee Greek 
and Turkish navy chiefs early 
Wednesday, three Greek tug- 
boats inducting one from fee 
Greek navy helped to dis- 
lodge the frigate Yavuz from 
its sandy crap some 400 
metres northeast of fee island 
of Kos. the Greek Defence 
Ministry said. 

Ankara later thanked 
Athens for its help, and said it 
hoped the cooperation would 
help thaw fee perennially 
frosty relations between fee 
two countries. 

“We believe this coopera- 
tion for fee salvage of our 
ship will contribute to efforts 
to improve the relations 
between the two countries,” 
fee Turkish Foreign Ministry 


said in a statement ' 

A Greek marine officer was 
aboard the Yavuz — which 
means “indomitable" — to 
direct fee salvage operation, 
which was preceded by an 
inspection of fee vessel by 
Greek frogmen. 

Greek warships and a 
police launch from Kos were 
also on hand-The frigate had 
been following a light cruiser, 
fee PiyaJe Pasa. in Greek 
waters when it struck fee 
Aramoglossa reef before run- 
ning aground at about 1:00 
a.m. Wednesday. (2200 GMT 
Tuesday) fee Greek Defence 
Ministry said. 

The frigate was to be hand- 
ed over to Turkish authorities 
who will have it towed to a 
Turkish port. Mr. Pangalos 
said at a press conference. 

“The coordination of the 
operations was efficient 
between the marine authori- 
ties of the two countries." he 
added. 

An informed Greek source 
said feat Defence Minister 
Gerassimos Arsenis, who was 
vacationing in Cephalonia. 
western Greece, had flown to 
Athens in the early hours of 
Wednesday to attend a crisis 
meeting wife Mr. Pangalos. 

Greece, which is allowed 


by international law to tow 
any vessel that runs aground 
in its territorial waters, had 
indicated to Turkey feat it 
was prepared to rescue fee 
frigate, but became con- 
cerned when Ankara was 
slow in responding, fee 
source said. The Aegean Sea 
has been the subject of 
repeated disputes between fee 
two traditional rivals, who 
came to the brink of war on 
Jan. 30 in a row over owner- 
ship of a small islet in the 
eastern Aegean known as 
Imia to the Greeks and 
Kardak to the Turks. 

In response to mediation by 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) 
Secretary-General Javier 
Solana. Greece and Turkey 
agreed early in July not to 
carry out military exercises in 
fee Aegean between July 1 
and SepLl, to avoid inci- 
dents. The already strained 
relations between the two. 
both NATO members, deteri- 
orated further a week ago 
after publication by fee 
Turkish daily Cumhuriyet of 
a Turkish military report lay- 
jng claim to about 100 
islands, islets and rocky out- 
crops on fee eastern side of 
fee Aesean. 


Arab businessmen funded extremists — New York Times 


NEW YORK (R) — Some 
financial support for 
extremists who carry out 
attacks against Americans, 
Israelis and other pro- 
Western targets comes from 
wealthy individuals in 
Saudi Arabia and fee Gulf 
states, fee New York Times 
said on Wednesday. 

Citing former and current 
U.S. officials, fee newspa- 
per said fee emergence of 
sophisticated. privately 
financed networks of guer- 
rillas posed a new set of 
diplomatic and legal chal- 
lenges for Western govern- 
ments. 


Over fee last decade, the 
Unijbd States has focused 
its anti-terrorism efforts on 
state sponsors of terrorism, 
banning trade wife coun- 
tries like Iran and Libya. 

American officials sus- 
pect that businessmen • in 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates 
helped finance the opera- 
tions of Ramzi Ahmad 
Yousef. He has been 
charged with mastermind- 
ing fee 1993 World Trade 
Centre bombing in New 
York and a plot to blow up 
1 1 American airliners. 

U.S. Intelligence agencies 


are closely examining the 
activities of Osama Ben 
Laden, the scion of a 
wealthy Saudi family 
stripped of his Saudi citi- 
zenship in 1994 who 
finances a host of hardline 
groups from Egypt to 
Algeria. 

Officials in several coun- 
tries, including fee United 
States, say Mr. Ben Laden’s 
money, as well as money he 
has raised, paid for guerril- 
la attacks in Europe. Africa 
and the Middle East against 
Americans and other 
Westerners, the newspaper 
said. 


The State Department, in 
a detailed document made 
public this year, called Mr. 
Ben Laden “one of the most 
significant financial spon- 
sors of Islamic extremist 
activities in the world.” 

It linked him to guerrilla 
training camps in 
Afghanistan and Sudan and 
said he supported a group 
feat tried to bomb 
American servicemen in 
Yemen in 1992. 

The document said in fee 
three years before he was 
charged in the World Trade 
Centre bombing. Yousef 
lived in a Pakistan guest 


house paid for by Mr. Ben 
Laden. 

The Saudi militants who 
killed five Americans and 
two Indians last November 
in Riyadh said in their con- 
fessions feat they had been 
influenced by Mr. Ben 
Laden's thinking. 

Mr. Ben Laden has 
denied any involvement in 
terrorism. Khaled AJ 
Fauwaz. a spokesman for 
the Advice and 
Reformation committee in 
London wife which Mr. 
Ben Laden is associated, 
dismissed the charges as 
“rubbish.”. 


Philip Wilcox, head of the 
State Department's 

counter-terrorism office, 
told Congress recently fear 
the Palesti n ian groups 
Hamas and Islamic" Jihad 
receive significant- support 
from individuals in the Gulf 
as well as in the United 
States. 

Some contributors 
believe feat they are under- 
writing legitimate charita- 
ble organisations. Others 
give money to radical 
groups knowingly through 
secret channels, Mr. Wilcox 
said. 



Sleeping Detroit 
man shoots 
own organ 


STERLING HEIGHTS. 
Michigan fR) — A 24-year- 
old Detroit man needed 16 
stiches on his penis after 
apparently shooting himself 
with a semi-automatic pistol 
while asleep, police said. 

The man. whom police did 
not identify, was sleeping 
wife a loaded pistol when 
the incident occurred early 
Saturday, said Lieutenant Al jj- 
Zielinski of the Sterling ‘ 
Heights Police Department 
“He" states he heard a load 
noise and when he awoke 
discovered he had shot him- 
self in fee penis." U 
Zielinski said. The man, 
who sleeps in the basement 
of his parents' home, drove 
himself to hospital, which 
then notified police. Ll 
Z ielinski said. No one else 
in the home was aware the 
gun hud gone off. The man 
told police he did not know- 
how the semi-automatic pis- 
tol discharged. Lt. Zielinksi 
said. “There's no permanent 
damage other than a scar.” 
he added. 


Suspected UFO 
fragment matches 
Earth metals — test 


SANTA FE. New Mexico^ 
(R ) — A fragment of wreck- 
age from a supposed space- 
ship crash in New Mexico is 
composed of metals found 
on Earrh. a scientist said on 
Tuesday casting doubt on 
claims it was once part of an 
alien craft. Larry Callis. a 
scientist at Los Alamos 
National Laboratory, stud his 
tests confirmed feat copper 
and silver in the fragment 
matched the metals' earthly 
composition. “1 sort of 
expected it to be terrestrial” 
said Mr. Callis. who con- 
ducted die isotopic tests da 
the fragment for a Rosweft, 
UFO Museum, “i But) it was 
ftin doing something differ- 
ent." said Mr. Callis. who 
normally tests uranium and 
plutonium for fee lab’s 
nuclear research facility. 


Elderly couple 
wins Pig Squeal 


Championship 


PARIS (R) — An eldedy 
couple won France’s 19th 
Pig Squeal Championship in 
fee foothills of the Pyrenees 
Mountains, for performing 
(he best imitation of pigs in 
heat. Some 3.0TJ0 people 
gathered at the weekend in 
Trie-Sur-Baise. a village of 
1000 inhabitants, for the 
yearly pig festival which 
draws people from as far as 
Switzerland. The partici- 
pants were required to 
mimic the squeals of pigs in 
various states of mind, from 
birth to slaughter, including 
imitations of a bored pig, a 
hungry pig and a pig in beat 
Joseph Ceschin and his wife 
Constance, both 75. won fee 
jury's hearts with fee grant- 
ings of pigs in love. 
Championship organiser 
Femande Aubian said 
Joseph Ceschin has been 
participating in the contest 
for the past 15 years. The 
prize? A whole cooked pig. 


Woman drinks 
with police then # 
snatches their guns^ 


KHULNA. Bangladesh (K) 

— A woman walked in to . a 
Bangladesh police camp, 
had a few drinks wife fee 
men on duty until they were 
drunk and then took off wife." 
feeir rifles. local government 
officials said Tuesday. The - 
drinking session happened 
Sunday night in Paikfiachav 
police area in western 
Bangladesh, which poties - _ 
is a hub of rivs&“' 
Communist outlaw activity.- 
Local officials said fee - " 
woman, who stole sewsb ■■ 
rifles, had apparently beetr- 
hired by the outlaws rotate, 
fee guns. The activists ogttp? \ 
ate . ,rom undergrade# - 
claiming they want tocs&ibv . 
i'^h tiie rights of the p&jC . 
h Tough armed struggle. , v 
police say they mainly (pi 
the rich for money, co 
tolls from villagers at . 
point and kill each other Bjg|; 7 
ing to assert control. 
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